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LE TTE R  TO TH E ED ITO R  FR O M  
F . L L E W E L L Y N  JO N E S M . P .

W hen F. Llewellyn Jones, an enthusiastic 
member of the Pro-Hungarian Group 
of British members of parliament, was 
in Budapest at the time of the Inter­

national Law’ Congress, he addressed to the 
editor of this paper the following letter, the 
contents of which are of such general interest that 
we publish it in full.

Budapest, 11th September 1934.

Dear Mr. Szudy,
I  should like to express my gratitude to you and the 

Publishers of the ” Danubian Beview” for their kind­
ness in sending me a copy of the first issue of this 
publication.

Its appearance was at an opportune moment when 
the International Jurists of the world were gathered 
in your City to discuss problems of world importance. 
Within the pages of your Review they would find an 
extraordinary mass of information, brought up to date 
and well-documented, dealing with the political and 
economic situation in the Danubian Lands and more 
especially with those questions which affect your own

country. I  have perused the contents of the Review with 
the greatest interest and profit.

M y only wish is that your Review could be available 
to all those persons in my country who are conscienti­
ously endeavouring to form an opinion on the diffi­
cult and urgent problems of Central and Eastern 
Europe which seem wellnigh to baffle solution. Your 
publication should contribute in a notable way to the 
formation of that public opinion which is so essential, 
if the statesmen of other countries are to pursue a policy 
which will contribute to the establishment of inter­
national good will. You are possibly not in ignorance 
of my views on the justice of your nation’s demands. 
I  have endeavourd to advocate your cause among my 
own countrymen and trust that I  shall continue to 
do so. I  look forward to future issues of the Danubian 
Review convinced that I  shall there find the necessary 
and indispensable material for this advocacy.

With hearty congratulations on your first issue and 
with all good wishes for the future

I  remain
Yours sincerely

F. Llewellyn-Jones

W H A T  EM IN EN T B R IT ISH  JU R ISTS  
T H IN K  OF H U N G A R Y

The International Law Association held its 
X X X V III. Conference in Budapest from 
September 6th. to September 10th. On this 
occasion several eminent British Jurists 

made statements to the Hungarian Press.
James Petrie, Secretary General of the Interna­

tional Law Association, made the following state­
ment to a correspondent of the ’ ’Budapesti Hirlap” 
respecting the juristic way of thinking of the Hun­
garian nation:

” We were received by a strangely familiar 
atmosphere. I felt, not only that in Hungary I had 
come among jurists, but also that the deepest roots 
of juristic civilisation are to be found in three coun­
tries in Europe —  Great Britain, France and 
Hungary. I can barely conceive a people more 
sympathetic or more valuable than the Hunga­
rians. In the organisation of the Conference and 
in general in the whole manner of life which 
received us here, I  have experienced a sobriety 
and high efficiency which —  I must frankly admit 
—  greatly surprised me. The familiarity with 
juristic questions —  in respect alike of knowledge, 
enthusiasm and intelligence —  is so perfect that

it can only be explained —  apart from natural 
qualities —  by the ancient juristic culture and 
traditions of the Hungarian people” . 
Noteworthy are the following observations made 
by James Petrie:

” In Hungary one cannot find many traces of 
that irresponsible demagogy which endeavours 
to make the League of Nations the object of ridi­
cule. The most eminent international jurists of 
the world feel the greatest admiration for the 
leaders of Hungary and for the whole Hungarian 
people because they desire to obtain a redress of 
the cruel wrongs inflicted on the Hungarian 
nation solely and exclusively by peaceful means” .

*
Vaughan-Williams, a prominent London barrister, 

spoke of the minority procedure of the League of 
Nations, with the reform of which the International 
Law Association has already repeatedly dealt:

” Our immediate aim —  he said —  is to create 
quicker and more effectual machinery for the 
legal service of minorities; we should like to 
improve and render more serviceable that part
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of law which the French call ’ ’procedure” . To 
put an end to the wicked and abominable policy of 
postponement which often proves more cruel and 
outrageous than even a direct and brutal act of in­
justice. This is an aim against the realisation of 
which no one can openly raise objections. I believe 
this is the point of decisive importance in the 
difficult and complicated question of the fate of 
minorities. The provisions of the Treaties are 
good enough in themselves. In my opinion the repre­
sentatives of international law can do much 
through the proper forums to bring about a real 
relief of the lot of minorities by creating that 
more efficient machinery already referred to by 
me which will raise out of the dead mass of letters 
and papers of the legal archives the rights ensured 
by law and also by the clauses of the Treaties” .
Vaughan-Williams also referred to the pre-War 
nationality policy of Hungary and said:

” The statements regarding the intolerance of the 
Hungarians are absolutely without foundation. 
It is true indeed that they did not give the wandering 
gipsies the same rights as those enjoyed by their 
peasant small holders; but who would presume 
to say that they were not quite right? I  am familiar 
with their education legislation, which has been 
made the subject of so much discussion and which to 
me seems fair in every respect. Only prejudiced 
enemies can possibly assert that —  even in the remote 
past, when she was a terra incognita to the greater 
part of Europe —  Hungary was not the home of 
absolute tolerance alike in religious and in political 
questions” .

*
Llewellyn Jones, M. P., after having said a few 

words in Hungarian thanking the Secretary General

H U N G A R IA N  TR IB U TE

On September 11th., the Geneva Palace of the 
League of Nations was the scene of a cordial 
celebration, when Ladislas Tahy, Hungarian 
Minister in Berne, in the presence of the 

Members of the League of Nations Assembly, pre­
sented to M. Avenol, Secretary General of the 
League, a bust of Mr. Henderson, former British 
Foreign Secretary, President of the Disarmament 
Conference. The bust, which is the work of Sigismund 
Kisfaludy-Strobl, is the gift of Dr. Otto Legrady, 
Editor-in-chief of the ’ ’Pesti Hirlap” , to the League 
of Nations. Mr. Henderson was also present.

The Hungarian Minister in Berne, when handing 
over the bust, made the following speech:

” In making this gift the Hungarian nation 
desires to express its homage and affection for 
a great British statesman. Mr. Henderson has at all 
times untiringly served the idea of peace. For the

of the ’ ’Ereklyes Orszagzdszlo Nagybizottsag”  (Na­
tional Memorial Banner Committee) for his words 
of welcome, made the following speech, standing 
beneath the National Memorial Banner in Liberty 
Square (Szabadsag-ter):

” 1 feel, when standing here beneath the National 
Memorial Banner, that I am on soil sacred to the 
Hungarian nation. Here beneath me is the soil 
collected from all parts of Greater Hungary for 
the purpose of making this spot the hallowed 
shrine of this country with a thousand years’ 
past. It is a great pleasure to be able to be once 
more among my Hungarian friends and to express 
—  in my own name and in that of thousands of my 
fellow-Britons —  profound sympathy with the 
sorely-tried Hungarian nation, —  the fellow- 
feeling of all those of my compatriots who are 
well aware of the horrible injustice meted out to 
Hungary in Trianon. Your unswerving faith in 
divine justice and in the restoration of your Hun­
garian fatherland is expressed in the Magyar 
Creed, the confidence expressed in which is a 
proof of the great vitality of this nation. I  am an 
old man, yet I  hope and trust that this is not my 
last visit to your Memorial Banner, but that I  shall 
be here soon again to join you in celebrating the 
end of Hungarian suffering and the liberation of 
your nation from the fetters now hanging heavy 
on it” .

TO M R . H EN D ER SO N
last two years and a half he has been directing 
the work of the Disarmament Conference with 
exemplary skill; and apart from that he has for 
many years past rendered signal service to the 
cause of peace. Immediately after the end of the 
Great War and the conclusion of peace he began 
to advocate peace and understanding with all 
former enemies and was at all times a leading 
champion in Geneva of the conception of the 
League of Nations.”
Mr. Henderson most cordially expressed his thanks 

for the honour conferred on him by the gift of the 
Hungarian nation. He accepted the honour, not as 
due to his own person, but as an acknowledgement 
of the activity displayed by him in public life. In 
conclusion Mr. Henderson said that, though the 
Disarmament Conference had so far been such a 
fiasco, we must not give up hope so long as there 
is even only the remotest prospect of an agreement.




