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L I T E R A T U R E
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Kovács, Z. ed.: Challenges of ageing in villages and cities: the Central European ex-
perience. Department of Economic and Social Geography, University of Szeged, Szeged, 
2010, 208 p.

During the recent decades there have been two main trends of demographic challenges in 
our planet: over-population and ageing. The coincidence of these processes are without 
precedence during the population history. In global view the phenomenon of demographic 
bomb is over at its height. The process of ageing is developing strongly and it is impos-
sible to forecast when and at what level it will culminate. In these respects there are 
enormous regional diff erences in our planet, too. The wealthier part of the world suff ers 
from the process of ageing, while the poorest countries make a bitt er att empt to combat 
over-population. But spreading development and welfare cause that the age structure of 
developing countries are gett ing increasingly older in the future. Ageing is anticipated to 
become one of the principal global problems.

Ageing and its consequences 
represent serious challenges hereto-
fore never seen in Europe and more 
particularly in Central Europe. For 
instance, the eff ect on health condi-
tion of population (Daróczi, E. 2007), 
pension system and intergenera-
tional transfers (Gál, R.I. et al. 2008), 
consumption behaviours (Illés, S., 
Végh, K. 2010) are the hott est topics 
of most recent studies in Hungary. 
Undoubtedly, the book edited by 
Zoltán Kovács contains current issues 
including perspectives on ageing, 
spatial spreading of the process in 
Europe, determinants of ageing (fi rst 
of all the declining fertility), and in-
ternational comparison of the specifi c 
housing conditions among the elderly 
in some selected post-socialist cities. 
The second part of the book consists 
of case studies on Moscow, Bratislava, 
Prague, nine large Hungarian urban 
regions, Switzerland and on a small 
village in Romania.

The authors of the book have 
different disciplinary background: 
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geography, demography, demogeography, geodemography, sociology, economics, and 
ethnography. The aim of this book is to provide a platform for scientists to exchange ideas 
on diff erent aspects of ageing in an eff ort to fi nd potential answers how the challenges trig-
gered by the process of ageing would be handled on diff erent territorial levels. The volume 
was sponsored by the Hungarian National Commission for UNESCO.

Aft er the preface by the editor and the welcoming address by György Enyedi, 
the fi rst research paper is that by Joos Droogleever Fortuĳ n entitled “The challenges of 
ageing: towards an inclusive perspective”. The author of the second contribution is László 
Hablicsek who provides a broad scale picture on “Population ageing in Hungary and 
Europe”. Ewa Fratczak and Iga Sikorska analyse the “Relationship between fertility and 
population ageing”. In the followings Zoltán Kovács emphasizes one of the partial results 
of an international research with special att ention to the “Housing conditions of elderly in 
post-socialist cities”. The unit of case studies is introduced by Irina Molodikova and Alla 
Makhrova with the paper “Ageing population in Moscow: Does the capital city suff er diff er-
ently from the rest of Russia?” Branislav Bleha and Ján Buček depict the capital of Slovakia: 
“Theoretical issues of local population and social policy in ‘shrinking’ cities – some fi nd-
ings from Bratislava”. Czech Republic was represented by two geodemographers, namely 
Boris Burcin and Tomás Kucera with the meaningful research material: “Changing age 
structure of population as a challenge for local authorities: Population prospects for city 
district Prague 3”. The Hungarian case study is a slice of the huge project. Viktória Szirmai, 
Zsuzsanna Váradi, Szilvia Kovács and Júlia Schuchmann deal with “The issue of ageing in 
large Hungarian urban regions”. Three scientists from Switzerland, Doris Wastl-Walter, 
Sabin Bieri and Andrea Ch. Kofler combine a theoretical question (abled ageing) with a 
practical one (the need for fl exible living conditions) in their article. Only one publication 
writt en by Tünde Turai tackles the problems of ageing in the countryside: “Strategies in 
the care for the elderly in a Romanian village”.

This book is the fi rst in the row of future publications concerning the spatial as-
pects of the phenomenon of ageing, its causes and consequences. Unfortunately, a highly 
relevant aspect did not appear in this book: migration. Internal elderly migration and 
mainly international retirement migration could be a topical section of the book. 

All in all, the reviewer recommends this book for those scientists and university 
students alike who are interested in the ageing process from the spatial viewpoint. 

REFERENCES

Daróczi, E. 2007. Ageing and health in the transition countries of Europe. The case 
of Hungary. Working papers on population, family and welfare 9. Budapest, HCSO 
Demographic Research Institute, 55.

Gál, R.I., Iwasaki, I. and Széman, Zs. (eds.) 2008. Assessing intergenerational equity. An 
interdisciplinary study of aging and pension reform in Hungary. Budapest, Akadémia 
Kiadó, 209.

Illés, S., Végh, K. 2010. Hypothetical models of food consumption behaviour by the eld-
erly. In Proceedings of the challenges for analysis of the economy, the businesses and social 
progress. Eds.: Kovács, P., Szép, K. and Katona, T. Szeged–Budapest, University of 
Szeged, Faculty of Economics and Business Administration. Hungarian Central 
Statistical Offi  ce, 699–706.

Sándor Illés



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.7
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /CMYK
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments true
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /CreateJDFFile false
  /Description <<

    /BGR <>
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /CZE <>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /ETI <>
    /FRA <>
    /GRE <>

    /HRV (Za stvaranje Adobe PDF dokumenata najpogodnijih za visokokvalitetni ispis prije tiskanja koristite ove postavke.  Stvoreni PDF dokumenti mogu se otvoriti Acrobat i Adobe Reader 5.0 i kasnijim verzijama.)
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /LTH <>
    /LVI <>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /POL <>
    /PTB <>
    /RUM <>
    /RUS <>
    /SKY <>
    /SLV <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /TUR <>
    /UKR <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
    /HUN <>
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles false
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


