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The Holy Crown of H u n g a r y — also k n o w n as Saint Stephen 's 
Crown — has been in the center of political controversy for several 
decades. This was especially t rue in the late 1970s, w h e n President 
Ca r t e r ' s decision to re turn the C r o w n to its home land — after 
three decades in American "protection" or "captivity" — precipitated 
a veritable storm of protest by a significant segment of the Hungarian 
poli t ical emigra t ion in the Western World. 

This held particularly true for the Hungar ian political emigration 
in the United States, whose members were most immediately affected 
by the Crown ' s repatr ia t ion. Their pro t rac ted and of ten desperate 
protes t activities are chronicled at length in the documen ta ry 
collection compiled by Attila L. Simontsi ts in his The Last Battle 
for Saint Stephen's Crown (1983)1. 

Ever since the Holy Crown ' s re turn to Hungary , scholars have 
been churn ing out articles and books about its or igins and its 
artistic composition. They have also reassessed its role in Hungarian 
history, par t icular ly in light of the "Doctr ine of the Holy Crown," 
which had ass igned to the Holy C r o w n an unusua l role in the 
const i tut ional deve lopmen t of Hungary . In point of fact, ever 

1 The Last Battle for Saint Stephen's Crown. A Chronological Documentation. C o m p i l e d 
by At t i l a L. S imonts i t s . Toron to : Weiler P u b l i s h i n g Co. , 1983. 1127 p p . 
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since the four teen th cen tu ry — accord ing to some, ever since St. 
S tephen ' s reign in the early e leventh century — the Holy Crown 
had been m a d e into the symbol and representat ive of royal power , 
and even of H u n g a r i a n s ta tehood itself. In line wi th this doctr ine, 
laws w e r e passed a n d judicial dec is ions were m a d e not in the 
name of the king, b u t ra ther in t he name of the Holy Crown. 
Moreover, no king w a s v iewed as the legit imate ruler of H u n g a r y 
unless a n d unti l c rowned by the H o l y Crown that general ly came 
to be re fe r red to as "St. S tephen 's Crown" 2 . 

While m a n y of the books publ i shed dur ing the last two decades 
since the Crown ' s repa t r ia t ion are usefu l 3 , most of them are too 
special ized for the ave rage reader. Moreover, w i th the except ion 
of Sándor H á h n ' s A Szent Korona útja és sorsa [The Path and Fate 
of the Holy Crown]4, mos t of them also devote relatively little 
a t tent ion to the C r o w n ' s sojourn in America, which was only one 
of the C r o w n ' s several similar t r ibula t ions d u r i n g the pas t one 
thousand years. 

2 Concern ing the deve lopmen t of the Doctr ine of the Holy Crown , see the fol lowing 
writ ings: E r n ő Nagy, "Korona" , in Magyar Jogi Lexikon, ed. Dezső Márkus , 6 vols. 
Budapest : Pal las Irodalmi és Nyomda i Részvénytársaság, 1898-1907, vol. 5, pp . 35-
38; Ferenc Eckhart , A szent korona eszme [The Doctr ine of the Holy Crown], Budapest , 
1941; Márton Sarlós, "A 'szentkorona tan' kialakulásához" [Concerning the Development 
of the Doct r ine of the Holy Crown] , in Jogtudományi Közlöny, vol. 15, 1960, pp . 557-
600; József Kardos, "Az Eckhart-vi ta és a szentkorona tan" [The Eckhart Controversy 
and the Doct r ine of the H o l y Crown], in Századok, vol. 103, 1969, pp. 1104-1117; and 
István Kocsis. A Szent Korona tana. Múltja, jelene, jövője [The Doctrine of the Holy 
Crown. Its Past, its Present , its Future], Budapes t , 1995. 
3 The bes t of these books inc lude the fo l lowing : Iván Bertényi , A magyar korona 
története [His tory of the H u n g a r i a n Crown] , Budapes t : Kossu th Könyvkiadó , 1978, 
4th en la rged edi t ion, 1996; A korona kilenc évszázada. Történelmi források a magyar 
koronáról [The Crown ' s N i n e Centur ies . His tor ica l Sources abou t the H u n g a r i a n 
Crown], ed . Tamás Katona . Budapes t : M a g y a r Helikon, 1979; Kálmán Benda and 
Erik Fügedi , A magyar korona regénye [The Story of the Hungar i an Crown], Budapest : 
Magve tő Kiadó , 1979; Éva Kovács and Z s u z s a Lovag, A magyar koronázási jelvények 
[Hunga r i an Royal Insignia] , Budapest : C o r v i n a Kiadó, 1980; Zsuzsa Lovag, "A 
korona-kuta tás vadha j tása i " [The Wildings of C rown Research], in Művészettörténeti 
Értesítő, 1986, nos. 1-2, pp. 35-48; Lajos Csomor, Magyarország Szent Koronája [Hungary 's 
Holy Crown] , Vaja: Vay Á d á m M ú z e u m Barát i Köre, 1988; a n d Is tván Kocsis, A 
Szent Korona tana. Múltja, jelene, jövője [The Doct r ine of the Ho ly Crown. Its Past, 
its Present , its Future]. B u d a p e s t , 1995. 
4 Sándor H á h n , A Szent Korona útja és sorsa a Királyi Vártól Fort Knoxig, 1945-1978 
[The Pa th a n d Fate of the H o l y Crown f r o m the Royal Cast le to Fort Knox, 1945-
1978], N e w York: A s z e r z ő k iadása , 1984. 
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The s i tuat ion is very different wi th the vo lume unde r review. 
Tibor Giant's A Szent Korona amerikai kalandja [The American Adventure 
of the Holy Crozvn] is a de l ight fu l book devoted specifically to the 
latter topic. The au thor is a learned scholar, w h o has approached 
his topic in the spiri t of detached objectivity. His book, therefore, 
is a scholarly work , which at the same time is or ien ted not on ly 
to the specialist, bu t also to the general reader. It is based part ial ly 
u p o n archival sources, par t ia l ly u p o n pub l i shed p r imary a n d 
secondary sources, and part ial ly u p o n personal in terviews w i t h 
ind iv idua ls w h o have been involved in the Holy Crown ' s arr ival 
to the Uni ted States and its re turn to Hungary . 

Giant ' s A Szent Korona amerikai kalandja is d iv ided into e ight 
chapters , which cover the Crown ' s t e m p e s t u o u s sojourn f rom 
Budapes t to Fort Knox and back in the per iod b e t w e e n 1944 a n d 
1978. The first chapter discusses the Crown ' s s to rmy depa r tu re 
f rom H u n g a r y and how it got into Amer ican h a n d s in the mon ths 
fol lowing World War II (pp. 19-33). The next three chapters nar -
rate and analyze the changing rela t ionship be tween Hungary and 
the Uni ted States du r ing the three pos twar decades , right up to 
President J immy Car te r ' s decision to re turn the Crown to the 
country, which in those days was general ly v iewed as the land of 
"goulash c o m m u n i s m " (pp. 35-85). Chap te r five is devoted to the 
somewha t quixotic efforts of the H u n g a r i a n poli t ical immigran t s 
and their Amer ican allies to p revent the C r o w n ' s repatr ia t ion 
(pp. 87-102), while chapters six and seven treat the events surrounding 
the actual repat r ia t ion process itself, both in the Uni ted States 
and in H u n g a r y (pp. 103-131). The f inal chapter describes the 
Crown ' s reception by the H u n g a r i a n public, the v iews and the 
fate of the ma in players in this repat r ia t ion process , and fu r the r 
deve lopmen t s in Hungar i an -Amer i can relations in light of the 
Holy Crown ' s re turn to Hungary (pp. 133-141). Tibor Giant 's book 
is supp lemen ted by a series of re levant and use fu l p h o t o g r a p h s 
(pp. 145-167), endnotes (pp. 169-173), sources and b ib l iography 
(pp. 175-178), as well as an essay in which the a u t h o r expresses 
his g ra t i tude to those w h o have he lped him in the realization of 
this unde r t ak ing (pp. 179-181). The main text is preceded by a 
Preface f rom the pen of Ferenc Esztergályos (b.l927), the fo rmer 
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H u n g a r i a n ambassador to the Uni ted States, w h o himself had 
played a cons iderable role in the C r o w n ' s repatr ia t ion (pp. 9-11); 
and also by the a u t h o r ' s o w n Foreword , which itself is in the 
na ture of a shor t historical essay. 

All in all Tibor Giant ' s A Szent Korona amerikai kalandja is a 
marve lous litt le volume, which is wel l - researched, d i sp lays the 
objectivity of a learned scholar, and is wri t ten in a style that 
makes it read almost like a novel. As is a lways true w i t h scholarly 
books, however , there are a few ques t ionable points in this volu-
me as well , bu t they de t rac t very litt le f rom the essent ial h igh 
quali ty of this work. 

One of these questions has to do wi th au thor ' s in terpretat ion of 
the Doctrine of the Holy Crown, which, according to him, developed 
in the above-described form only du r ing the interwar years (pp. 
13-14). This v iew does have some validity, for the Hor thy Regime 
did in fact expand and ampl i fy this doct r ine so as to place it in the 
service of its revisionist goals — a p h e n o m e n o n which I have also 
noted some two decades ago in my Modern Hungarian Historiography5. 
Yet, one should not forget that this doct r ine had evolved already 
in the fou r t een th century unde r the An jou dynasty, and that it had 
been codified essentially in identical form by Palatine István Werbőczi 
in his Tripartitum in 1514. 

One m a y also quest ion Tibor Gian t ' s assertion to the effect 
that only Amer ican archivists call H u n g a r y ' s Holy Crown the 
"Crown of St. Stephen" (p. 14). It is undoubtedly true that American 
scholars and publicis ts general ly refer to Hunga ry ' s sacred relic 
by those t e rms , bu t they do so only because they have bor rowed 
this expression f rom long-standing Hunga r i an historical traditions. 
H u n g a r y ' s Holy Crown h a d been k n o w n as St. S tephen ' s Crown 
at least f r o m the th i r teenth century o n w a r d , and only in the late 
n ine teen th cen tury did scholars begin to quest ion its direct link 
to the count ry ' s first Christian king. But even most of them believed 
that the u p p e r half did reach back to King St. S tephen, and only 
the lower half was a later addi t ion — a view that this still held 

5 Steven Béla Várdy, Modern Hungarian Historiography. New York: East European 
M o n o g r a p h s , C o l u m b i a Univers i ty Press, 1976, p p . 179-183. 
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today by a number of scholars.6 Therefore, calling the Holy Crown 
of H u n g a r y "St. Stephen 's C rown" is not necessarily wrong , and 
it certainly is not the invention of American archivists. This appellation 
is based on long-standing Hungar i an tradit ions that reach back 
almost to the very beginnings of written historical sources in Hungary. 
As such, its use would still be justifiable even if art his tor ians 
were to p rove conclusively that the Holy Crown is a later creation 
and therefore not identical wi th the crown that King Stephen had 
received f rom Pope Sylvester II in the year 1000 A.D. 

Although understandable, asking ambassador Ferenc Esztergályos 
to wri te the preface to this vo lume may not have been the wisest 
decision on the par t of the author. This is so pr imar i ly because 
the former ambassado r ' s involvement in the Crown ' s repatr ia t ion 
placed h im into the first rank of the adversar ies of those w h o 
opposed its re turn to c o m m u n i s t Hungary . Thus, by g iv ing 
Ambassado r Esztergályos such a p rominen t place in his book — 
irrespect ive of the a m b a s s a d o r ' s posi t ive role and the respect 
that he h a d shown toward this holy relic —, Tibor Gian t may 
well be accused by the representa t ives of the Hunga r i an poli t ical 
emigra t ion of being less than objective in his t rea tment of the 
events s u r r o u n d i n g this repatr ia t ion. Signs of this d i sapprova l 
have a l ready surfaced, and they will u n d o u b t e d l y increase in the 
future , even though the book itself is a model of historical objectivity.7 

6 A m o n g the f i r s t scho la r s to q u e s t i o n the C r o w n ' s c o n n e c t i o n to King St. S t e p h e n 
w a s the n o t e d pos i t iv i s t h i s t o r i a n G y u l a P a u l e r (1841-1903) in his A magyar nemzet 
története az Árpádházi királyok alatt [H i s to ry of the H u n g a r i a n N a t i o n u n d e r the 
Árpád i an Kings] . Budapest : A t h e n a e u m , 1899. His v iews, however , were immed ia t e ly 
a t t acked b y t h e equa l ly i n f l u e n t i a l J ános K a r á c s o n y i (1858-1929) in h i s Hogyan 
lett Szent István koronája a magyar szent korona felső részévé [ H o w d id St. S t e p h e n ' s 
C r o w n B e c o m e the U p p e r Par t of t he H u n g a r i a n H o l y Crown?] . B u d a p e s t : M a g y a r 
T u d o m á n y o s A k a d é m i a , 1907. For the v a r i o u s m o d e r n v i e w s see Korai Magyar 
Történeti Lexikon, ed i tor - in-chief G y u l a Kr is tó . B u d a p e s t : A k a d é m i a i K i a d ó , 1994, 
p. 634; a n d S t e v e n Béla Várdy, Historical Dictionary of Hungary. L a n h a m & L o n d o n : 
The Sca rec row Press , 1997, p p . 338-339. 
7 Tibor G i a n t h a s a l r e a d y b e e n a c c u s e d of pol i t ica l b i a s a n d a lack of ob jec t iv i ty 
in a p e r s o n a l le t te r w r i t t e n by the H u n g a r i a n - A m e r i c a n pol i t ica l ac t iv i s t , I s tván 
G e r e b e n of W a s h i n g t o n , D.C., w h o a c c u s e d the a u t h o r of p u r s u i n g a p a t h tha t 
r e m i n d e d h i m "of the tone , ideo log ica l o r i en t a t i on , and . . . explo i t ive m a n i p u l a t i o n s 
of the Leninis t Semina r s " he h a d exper ienced d u r i n g his s t u d e n t d a y s at a un ive r s i ty 
in H u n g a r y . Cf . I s t ván G e r e b e n ' s le t te r to Tibor G i a n t , M a r c h 21, 1998, w h i c h w a s 
e -ma i l ed to m e b y Gian t on M a r c h 24, 1998. 
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All in all, Tibor Giant has wri t ten a wor thy vo lume that deserves 
our praise a n d ou r apprecia t ion. It reflects pedan t ic research, 
meticulous scholarship, and a captivating style that makes it difficult 
to pu t it d o w n . It has much to offer even to the specialists, a n d 
as such it de se rves the recogni t ion and s u p p o r t of the H u n g a r i a n 
scholarly wor ld , as well as of the H u n g a r i a n reading public. I 
recommend it ve ry highly to everyone w h o is interested in modern 
Hungarian, Central European, and even American diplomatic history. 
I also hope that the book will soon appea r in a slightly revised 
English l a n g u a g e edi t ion, so as to make it avai lable at American 
and other Engl i sh language univers i t ies . 


