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Dávid Molnár Szigeti: Th e West to East Passage of the Disputation of Pécs 
(Pécsi Disputa). Unitarian Relationships between Transylvania and Baranya 
in the 17th Century 

Th is article focuses on Unitarian relationships between Transylvania and 
Baranya in the 17th century. It presents relevant new data, for example, it comes 
to light that at the synod of Kolozsvár in 1609, the Unitarian bishop Máté 
Toroczkai (1553–1616) delegated four ministers to Baranya. Maybe this is related 
to the passage of exemplars of the Disputation of Pécs from west to east, from 
Baranya, the western periphery of the Unitarian Church to its eastern periphery 
(where the Sabbatarians lived). Th e article interprets a 1632 letter from Valentinus 
Radecius (cca 1550–1632) to the ministers of Baranya together with other 
historical documents, and concludes that Baranya had more freedom in the 17th 
century than Transylvania. Th e ministers in Baranya were not bound by 
Transylvanian dogma and the indiff erence of Transylvanian Unitarians contrib-
uted to the freedom experienced there.

Keywords: Baranya (Barovia), Dispute of Pécs, Transylvania, Unitarianism, 
Valentinus Radecius (cca 1550–1632), Toroczkai, Máté (1553–1616)

Mihály Etlinger – Áron Szatmári: Unitarian Translations of the Book of 
Psalms

Within half a century, there were two Unitarian authors, who prepared 
rhymed, Hungarian translations of the Book of Psalms. Miklós Fazakas Bogáti 
(1548–1592/early 17th century) at the end of the 16th century, and János Th ordai 
(1597?–1636) in 1627. Th ere are still unanswered questions regarding these 
translations: why Bogáti’s translation did not spread among Unitarian 
congregations? Did Th ordai know Bogáti’s translation at all?

Th is paper explores the circle of possible answers from various perspectives. 
It examines Bogáti’s biography and the subsequent legacy of his Psalterium as 
well, taking into account the context of church history and the history of 
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publishing Unitarian songbooks. In addition, the poetics of the two translations 
are analysed. Based on these, it seems several circumstances made the spreading 
of the Psalterium diffi  cult.

However, Th ordai’s work should not be viewed solely depending on Bogáti’s 
translation since it is not certain, that Th ordai tried to fi ll a gap with his 
translation. Th e Transylvanian Unitarians did not necessarily intend to publish 
a complete Unitarian translation of the Book of Psalms in their songbooks.

Keywords: Antitrinitarianism, Book of Psalms, Unitarian songbook Bogáti 
Fazakas, Miklós (1548–1592/early 17th century), Th ordai, János (1597?–1636)

Tamás Kálnoki Kis: Th e Offi  cial Address Book of the Hungarian Unitarian 
Church from 1849

Bishop Sándor Aranyosrákosi Székely (1794–1854) edited the catalogue of 
the Unitarian ministers and teachers on April 13th, 1849. Th e manuscript has a 
historical importance documenting the presence of Unitarians from Transylvania 
and especially the Szeklerland. Th is document shows the contemporary organi-
zational chart of the church, listing the districts and parishes and naming all the 
white collars working in the church. 

Th e catalog shows that all parishes had schools, most of the congregations 
had a minister and a teacher too. Teachers usually worked as cantors.

It is extremely valuable that the bishop created a complete list of the 
Unitarian clergy from the era of the 1848–1849 revolution.

Th e paper sketches the possible uses of the catalog and the data included in 
it.

Keywords: catalogue of Unitarian ministers and teachers, 19th century, 
church organigram Aranyosrákosi Székely, Sándor (1794–1854)
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