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The digitization of the Christian Sower started in autumn 2011 and ended
in spring 2012. The following institutions participated in the process of digitali-
zation: Transylvanian Museum Society, National Széchényi Library, Arcanum
Database Ltd., Pro Hungaris Foundation and University Library of Szeged. Fi-
nancial sponsor was the Wekerle Sandor Alapkezeld. The study presents the his-
tory of the Christian Sower, the intellectual background of the journal and the
important personalities of its history: founders (Lajos Nagy, Samuel Brassai,
Elek Jakab, Janos Kriza, Lérincz Mikd, Laszl6 Kévary, Aron Berde, Antal Kova-
csi), authors and editors. It also presents the Christian Sower as a symbol of the
moral permanency, structural stability and scientific continuity. The full digital
version is available on the following URLs:

http://eda.eme.ro/handle/10598/16264;

http://epa.oszk.hu/02100/02190;

http://epa.oszk.hu/kereszteny_magveto.

Zoltan Csaki: The Christian Sower in the Electronic Periodical Archives
and Database in 2012

Keywords: digital library, online library, digital periodical, digitization

The Christian Sower (1861-present) was published via the Internet in 2012.
The content provider of the online service is the Electronic Periodicals Archive
of the National Széchényi Library and Database. The aim of this article is to doc-
ument the digitization project, the main attributes of the online format and the
relations to other Hungarian and international online services. The archive is
available online at: http://efolyoirat.oszk.hu/html/vgi/expand.phtml?id=02190



Eniko Bitay: The Christian Sower in the Transylvanian Digital Database
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periodical, DSpace

The Transylvanian Museum Society — in collaboration with the Transylva-
nian Unitarian Church and the National Széchényi Library - has digitalized one
of the most important and the longest living periodicals of Hungarian civiliza-
tion, the 150-year-old Christian Sower, which is still published today. As a result
of the project nearly 40,000 pages have become available for researchers.

The first part of the paper introduces the Transylvanian Digital Database,
where the issues of The Christian Sower can be found. In addition, it defines the
mission of the Transylvanian Museum Society, which is much more than a his-
torically determined program - namely the conservation and processing of the
museum’s materials; the Museum is also committed to providing information in
the most up-to-date format. The collections of the Society as well as the systems
of their digitalized versions are also shown and the reader can become familiar
with the many ways to search the database. One of the chapters shows the scien-
tific-historical rarities of the Society, which are also parts of the digital collec-
tions.

The second part recounts the significance of the original and the digitalized
versions of the Christian Sower. It describes the working process of digitaliza-
tion, the digital system of the periodical and the many-folded possibilities of re-
search.

This summary is the written and edited version of a lecture read in Budapest
on 17 May 2012.

The Christian Sower digital periodical is available online at: http://eda.eme.
ro/handle/10598/16264.
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