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THE SIGNIFICANCE OF FOLKLORISTIC INFORMATION 
IN PSYCHIATRIC CASES FOR THE MENTAL ETHNOGRAPHY 

(Summary) 

On the basis of the author's historical social-cultural-psychiatrical inves­
tigations, the material of psychiatric illnesses of the last hundred years involve 
cases in great number, which contain datas having interest for the mental 
ethnography. At the same time this source material in writing hasn't been 
discovered yet from the viewpoint of folklore and hasn't been exploited for 
science. 

The negligence of this field seems to be striking, as the documents of 
psychiatry in the period of the turn of the century and of the previous decades, 
mean the last and undiscovered source in writing for the ethnography; these 
documents contain a great variety of folkloristic information as taken from a 
great number of persons compared to the mainly individual peasants' me­
moirs. 

To help these investigations the author wishes to draw attention to the 
psycho-pathological documentation as a possible new source. According to 
this aim the author goes into details with the folkloristic worth of medical 
certaficates, questionaries filled in by the attending physicians; letters, diaries, 
poems enclosed with the descriptions of the cases. 
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Further on he points out the importance of auto- and heteroanamnesis 
as well as of decursus in the descriptions of illnesses, he stresses the fullness of 
the experts' opinions in forestic medicine that he appreciates as a first-rate 
source-material. 

The author deals with the question what descriptions of cases in the 
period fo the Dual Monarchy can be used mainly for investigations of the 
kind. At last he mentions advantages of approaching folkloristic phenomena 
from the view-point of psycho-pathology. In his opinion one of these advan­
tages seems to be that folkloristic phenomena having only peripheric impor­
tance for the average inhabitants, become of extraordinary significance for 
the sick and in this way these phenomena can be investigated by the experts. 
Another advantage lies in the fact that as far as folkloristic topics are implied 
in idols and delusions, folkloristic information are to be got by the description 
of these illnesses—during the last hundred years—from everywhere i.e. from 
several places, several social classes, etc. You can get at this information from 
sources having been attained by no ethnographic investigations yet. 

Ferenc Pisztora 




