A rémai kori partépités
nyomai a Duna
polgarvarosi szakaszan

(Bp., I11. ker. Obudai Gazgyr)

Az Obudai Géazgyar teriiletén a
Graphisoft Park épitéséhez kapcso-
léddan, a korabban végzett szonda-
z6 jelleghi kutatas (ZSIDI 1997, 54-
57; 1998, 91) teriiletétdl északkelet-
re, foldnyer6 godor asasa kozben si-
rok keriiltek eld. A foldmunkaval
érintett teriileten megindult lelet-
mentés hat, részben csontvazas
foldsirt, részben téglasirt eredmé-
nyezett. Bar az in. gazgydri temetd
kiterjedésérdl pontos felmérések
nem allnak rendelkezésiinkre, az
eddigi adatok és a mostani feltara-
sok eredményei alapjan valdszin(-
nek tarthatjuk, hogy a késGrémai
kori temet6 egyik legdélebbi sircso-
portjat talaltuk meg. (A sirok felta-
rasat Bugan Adél irdnyitotta.)

A temetérészhez észak felé koz-
vetleniil csatlakozd teriiletre, a
Graphisoft Park tervei szerint, egy
aldpincézett éptilet kerdl, mig a
Park korabban emelt épiiletei coli-
pokén dllnak. Tekintettel a teriilet
szomszédsagaban el6kertilt sirokra,
valamint arra a koriilményre, hogy
ezen a teriileten még nagyrészt
bolygatatlan rétegsorok elGkeriilé-
sével szamolhatunk, teljes feltarast
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Research along the
Danube Bank near the
Aquincum Civil Town

(Bp., District III, Obuda, Gas Factory)

Test excavations preceding the con-
struction of Graphisoft Park in the
area of the former Obuda Gas
Factory have been carried out for
years (ZSIDI 1997, 54-57; 1998, 91).
During the opening of an earth
extraction pit, graves were discov-
ered northeast of this location.
Rescue excavations in the area
affected by earth moving resulted in
the recovery of six burials. These
were in part simple inhumation
graves dug into the ground and
brick built burials respectively.
Although no detailed information is
available concerning the extent of
the so-called ,Gas Factory Ceme-
tery”, on the basis of current data
and the latest excavation results it
seems likely that one of the south-
ernmost groups from the Late
Roman Period cemetery was found
here (Field work was directed by
Adél Bugan).

According to the plans of the
Graphisoft Park, a building with a
cellar will be erected immediately
adjacent to this cemetery section in
the north, while the rest of the mod-
ern structure will rest on pillars.



irtunk el6 az épiilet dltal érintett te-
rilletre. Ez a nagy feliileten végzett
kutatds mar csak azért is kiemelke-
d6 jelentdségli, mert a Gazgydr
tobbezer hektaros teriiletén, ahon-
nan szamos igen jelentds régészeti
leletet, objektumot ismertink, mind
a mai napig nem folyt részletes felii-
leti feltards. A korabbi megfigyelé-
seket, leletmentéseket és szondazo
jellegti feltdrdsokat kovetden most
eldszor nyilt alkalom arra, hogy
pontosabb adatokat nyerjiink a te-
riilet beépitettségére, illetve haszna-
latéra vonatkozdan.

A nagyjabél 80 x 80 méteres felii-
letr6] eldszor az tjkori salakos, tor-
melékes réteget tavolitottuk el, majd
10 x 10 méteres négyzethdlés rend-
szert tiztiink ki. (1. kép) A raszter
tengelyének irdnyat a leend6 épiilet
irdnyitisaval egyeztettiik, hogy mi-

1. A leldhely feltdrds kozben
Figure 1. The site during the course of excavations

Considering the presence of graves
in the proximity of the area to be
developed, and the fact that this
area contains largely undisturbed
stratigraphic sequences, complete
excavations were ordered for the
entire surface to be covered by the
modern building. Extensive excava-
tions were of even more immediate
necessity for another reason:
although numerous significant
archaeological finds and features
have been brought to light-in this
area, until today no major surfaces
were subjected to detailed excava-
tions in the several thousands
hectares once occupied by the Gas
Factory. Following previous obser-
vations and rescue excavations, the
opportunity has arisen for the first
time to obtain accurate data on the
density of construction in this area
and the way it func-
tioned.

First the modern layer
of slag and rubble
was removed from
the surface measuring
approximately 80 by
80 m. In the next step,
a grid system with 10
by 10 units was laid
over the area (Figure
1). In order to make
sure that excavations
could be extended
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nél nagyobb feliiletet érinthessen a
feltiras. A feliileti feltardsbdl kiesett
egy szelvénysor, melyben az tjkori
darupélya betonalapjanak savja hu-
zodott. Ez két részre vagta a teriile-
tet. A keletebbre, a Duna felé esd na-
gyobb részen a salakos tjkori réte-
gek alatt homokos talaj jelentkezett
("A” teriiletrész). Mig a kisebb nyu-
gati részen agyagosabb, kovesebb fe-
liletet talaltunk ("B” teriiletrész).
Elészor az ,A” rész, majd a ,B” rész
feltarast végeztiik, s a két teriiletrész
kiilonvalasa nemcsak az Gjkori hasz-
nalatban, hanem a rémai kori objek-
tumok alapjan is megmutatkozott.
Az , A" teriiletrészen, elsGsorban
az északkeleti saivban, mar a gépi
munka utdni nyesésénél is nagyobb,
egymast vago, eltér6 alaka, de
rendszerbe foglalhatd foltok jelent-
keztek. A metszetfal alapjan a fol-
tokhoz tartozo egykori bedsasi szin-
tek sehol sem maradtak rank. Ez azt
jelentette, hogy valamennyi foltsze-
riien jelentkez6 objektumnak csak a
szint alatti, szerkezeti, az egykori
mindennapok sordn nem lathaté ré-
szei keriiltek eld. (2. kép) Ez az els-
kertilt objektum(ok) értelmezésénél,
azonositasanal kiilon nehézséget je-
lentett. Csakiigy mint az ezzel tobb-
nyire egyiitt jaro leletszegénység,
ami pedig a jelenségek korszakhoz
kotését nehezitette meg. J6l azono-
sithat6 volt azonban a Gazgyar épi-
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over the largest possible surface, the
main axis of this grid was oriented
to match the construction plan of
the building. A row of squares
within the grid, however, could not
be investigated because it was cov-
ered by the concrete foundations of
a modern crane track. This track
divided the investigated area. The
eastern section, near the Danube,
was characterized by sandy soil
below the Modern Age layers
mixed with slag (Area ,A"). The
soil in the smaller, western section
(Area ,B”) was more clayey, mixed
with stones. Area ,A” was excavat-
ed first, followed by Area ,B".
Separation between the two sec-
tions of the investigated area was
evident not only in the mode of
modern-day use, but was also man-
ifested in differences between the
functions of Roman Period features.

In Area ,A”, large, intersecting
spots of various shapes (but form-
ing a pattern) were discovered,
especially in the northeastern sec-
tion. Their system became visible
when the surface was cut even fol-
lowing mechanical earth removal.
However, the original surfaces
could not be detected in the section
walls for either of these spots. This
means, that in the case of each spot,
only the lower section of the fea-
ture, actually invisible from the



Roman Period
surface, could
be studied
(Figure 2). This
posed particular
difficulties  in
the interpreta-
tion and identi-
fication of the
recovered fea-
tures. In addi-
tion, the con-
comitant scarci-
ty of artifacts
recovered made
the chronologi-
cal identification

2, A feltdrds értelmezett alaprajza
Figure 2, The interpreted excavation groundplan

tését megel6z6 idoszakbdl szarma-
20, feltehetoleg jégverem céljat szol-
galo téglalap alaki gdrok rendsze-
re. A tolcséresen sziikiild, egykor
szerves anyaggal (gyékény vagy
nad) bélelt godrok, a malt szazad
végérdl szarmazé hulladékkal vol-
tak betoltve. Késébb megsiillyedt
tetejiiket ugyanazzal a sirga agyag-
gal egyenlitették ki, mint amilyen
anyagot a ,B” teriiletrész tjkori fel-
toltéséhez is hasznaltak. A vermek
atlagosan 2,5-3 x 6 méteresek vol-
tak, s két sorban hiuzddtak,
egymastol 1,5-2 méternyi tavolsig-
ban. A feltaras teriiletén mintegy

of periods even

more  difficult.

At least the sys-
tem of oblong features, which pre-
sumably served as ice-pits prior to
the construction of the Gas Factory,
could be clearly recognized. These
pits had a narrowing, funnel-like
shape with a lining made from
organic materials (bulrush or reed
matting). They were filled with
refuse material from the last centu-
ry. Their subsequently sunken tops
were leveled using the same kind of
yellow clay that was spread as part
of the leveling of the modern sur-
face in Area ,B”. The ice pits, on
average, measured 2.5 to 3 by 6 m.
They were dug in two rows, at an

87



25-30 ilyen, véltozé mélységii god-
rit dokumentaltunk.

Ezek a feltehetben mult szazadi
jégvermek egy kordbbi, jéval
elmosddottabb kontira  foltrend-
szert metszettek, melynek nyugati
széle keriilt el6 25-30 méter széles-
ségben, s mintegy 80 méter hosszi-
sdgban kovethettiik. A foltrendszer
szabalytalan alaki, vildgosabb és
sotétebb barna, kiillonbozé méretii
foltokbdl, a foltokat Osszekotd sa-
vokbdl dllt. Az Gjkori bolygatas mi-
att, illetve az egykori pusztulas ko-
vetkeztében a foltokbdl alig rajzol-
haté meg szabélyos rendszer. Miu-
tin az tjkorral erdsen bolygatott
rész feliileti feltdrasa nem sok ered-
ménnyel kecsegtetett, ezért itt egy
észak-déli szondaval vagtuk at
hosszanti irdnyban a rendszert. Az
gjkorral médr nem bolygatott nyuga-

3. Colopkaiteg helyének jelentkezése a D6. szelvényben
Figure 3. The appearance of post bunches in Trench Dé
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approximate distance of 1.5 to 2 m
from each other. Some 25-30 such
features of varying depths were
documented in the excavated area.
These presumably last century
features intersected with a signifi-
cantly older system of spots with
vaguely defined outlines, whose
western edge could be followed in a
band of 25-30 m width and approxi-
mately 80 m length. This cluster of
features was represented by irregu-
larly shaped spots of light and dark
brown color, varying in size.
Discoloration marked the location
of bands connecting these features.
Owing to both modern day distur-
bances and destruction in Antiquity
hardly any spatial patterning could
be reconstructed. Since excavating
the uppermost layer, heavily dis-
turbed by Modern Age activity did
not promise any par-
ticular results, the sys-
tem was sectioned
lengthwise by a north
to south test trench.
The western edge, less
affected by Modern
Age activity, traces
left by bundles of
posts could be exca-
vated on the surface.
The thus obtained pic-
ture was complement-
ed on the basis of



ti peremrészen azonban a nagyobb
colopkotegek foltjait feliiletben bon-
tottuk. Az igy nyert képet kiegészi-
tettiik a hosszanti metszetre kereszt
irdnyban htizott néhany kutatéarok-
kal. (3.kép) A metszetekbdl és a fe-
lilletben feltart hatalmas godrokbdl
egy nagyméretli, megjitott konst-
rukcié részben felszdmolt és vissza-
toltott, részben pedig természetes
moédon megsemmisiilt (dunai drviz)
maradvanyai bontakoztak ki. Az
egykori konstrukcié a mai Duna vo-
nalatél mintegy 50-80 méterre van, s
irdnya koveti a folyoét. A feltdras
sordn készitett metszetek koziil ket-
toben sikeriilt az egykori Dunapart
vonalat, illetve séderos kavicsagyat
is rogziteni.

Hérom nagyobb colépkoteg he-
lyét bontottuk ki, melyek a konst-
rukcié szélén helyezkedtek el. At-
mérdjiikk egységesen mintegy 180
cm volt, relativ mélységiik mintegy
170-200 cm. Tolcséresen szikiiltek, s
kozepiikon egy 20 x 30 cm méretd
téglalap alakd, sotétbarna foltban
végzbdtek. Betoltésiikk homogén, a
talajtani vizsgélatok alapjan hu-
muszt nem tartalmazé homokos ta-
laj volt, amelyben néhol kevés s6-
der, illetve habarcsos soder taldlha-
t6. (4. kép) Egy masik jellegzetes
szerkezeti elemet mutatnak azok a
metszetek, amelyekben a colopkote-
get alkot6 colopoket nem fiiggole-

information obtained by opening
perpendicular trenches across the
main, north to south section (Figure
3). On the basis of sections and the
sizable pits identified in the exca-
vated surface the remains of a large
structure could be recognized. This
had, in part, been deconstructed
and its place filled and was subse-
quently destroyed by natural activi-
ties (flooding by the Danube). This
old construction once lay at a dis-
tance of 50 to 80 m from the present
day river and follows its course. In
two of the sections, made during
the course of excavations, the line of
the former Danube bank and the
river's pebble-covered bed could be
established.

The spots of three major bundles
of posts, located along the edge of
the construction, were excavated.
The diameters of these bundles were
uniformly 180 cm. Their relative
depths ranged between 170 to 200
cm. They narrowed downwards in a
funnel-like fashion and ended in 20
by 30 cm large, dark brown oblong
spots at the bottom. Their fill was
homogeneous and, according to
pedological tests, contained sand
with no humus content. Smaller
quantities of pebbles and pebbles
mixed with plastering were found in
this sand fill (Figure 4). Another char-
acteristic structural element was
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4. A D3. szelvény colopkotegének metszete

Figure 4. The bundle of logs from Square D3 with its section drawing

gesen, egymas mellé verték a fold-
be, hanem a fiiggdlegesen bevert c6-
16pot négy oldalrdl ferdén Allitott
colopokkel rogzitették. (5. kép) Ilyen
c6lopos konstrukcié altalanosan is-
mert a rémai korbol. (KRETZSCH-
MER 1967 80-82) A metszetekben
tobb helyen észleltiik a meggjitas
nyomat. (6. kép) Ez a metszetek
alapjan valdszinfileg egyiitt jart a
konstrukcié keletebbre helyezével
is.

Az 4satdssal szerzett eredménye-
ket geofizikai felméréssel is kiegé-
szitettiik, mely egy halvdnyan je-
lentkez6, de hatdrozott szabalyossa-
got mutaté rendszert rajzolt ki. En-
nek kiterjedése és irdnya megegye-
zett a feltaras sordn el6kertilt konst-
rukciéval. (2.kép)
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found in sections which show that
the posts forming the bundle were
not driven into the ground side by
side vertically, but one vertical post
was supported by the other, oblique-
ly placed posts around it. (Figure 5)
This type of post construction is
well-known from the Roman Period
(KRETZSCHMER 1967, 80-82;).
Traces of renovation were noted at
several spots in the section walls
(Figure 6). On the basis of these sec-
tions, this renovation also meant that
the construction had been shifted
toward the east.

Results obtained by excavations
were further complemented by geo-
physical ~measurements  which
showed the vague outline of a clear-
ly patterned system. The extent and



A DELI METSZET B

5. A B6. és Dé. szelvények kozotti colophe-
lyek rajza

Figure 5. The drawings of post holes between
Squares B6 and D6

orientation of this structure coincid-
ed with that of the construction
revealed during the course of exca-
vations. (Figure 2)

Some of the structures from earli-
er times (Figure 2) were especially
well preserved in the southern sec-
tion of Area ,B”. The several meters
deep bed of a former branch of the
Danube branch, with an accumula-
tion of silt, was found in the middle
of this area. This fill contained
Roman Period ceramic sherds. The
deeply lying area north of the
riverbed was leveled using yellow
clay and smaller fragments that
probably originate from the carved
stones that had stood in the Roman
Period cemetery nearby, disturbed
by modern-day activity. The clay fill
also contained sporadic human
bones and associated sherds from a
clay dish, mixed with Modern Age
finds.

The foundation ditches of a tim-
ber-framed structure (?) were

€ 2. DEU METSZET

[m]]] kordbbi konstrukcid nyoma

6. A konstrukcid megiijitdsdnak nyoma a C2. szelvényben
Figure 6. Traces of renovation in the structure in Square C2
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A ,B” résznek elsGsorban a déli
teriilete rzott meg valamit a korab-
bi korszakok épitényeib6l. (2.kép) A
kozéps6 részen egy régi Dunadg(?)
tobb méter mély, iszappal feltoltott
medrét talaltuk, a feltoltésben romai
kerdmia toredékekkel. Ettdl északra
a mélyen fekvs teriiletet sarga
agyaggal és — valoszintileg az ujkor-
ban feldalt kozeli rémai kori temet6
faragott koveibdl szarmazo - kisebb
toredékekkel toltotték fel. Az agya-
gos feltoltésben szortan emberi
csont toredékei, Osszetartozo agyag-
edény toredékei is voltak, kevered-
ve az Gjkori anyaggal.

A ,B” teriilet déli részén, eredeti-
leg valdsziniileg egy kiemelkedd
homokpadon, gerendavazas épit-
mény (?) alaparkai rajzolodtak ki. A
hosszii, egymassal parhuzamos ar-
kok azonos iranyitasuak az ,A" ré-
szen dokumentalt konstrukci6val.
Sajnos azonban ezen a teriileten is
mélyen alatta vagyunk az egykori
jaroszintnek, igy a korhatarozo lele-
teket itt is nélkiilozniink kellett. A
G3. szelvényben jelentkezé - talan
falsarkot alkotd - egyetlen kdsor, az
épitmény késdbbi koperiddusat je-
lezheti.

Datalds szempontjabdl a topogra-
fiai dsszefiiggések, a szuperpozicids
esetek és a kevés szamu leletanyag
alapjan (pld. Gallienus érem, 7. kép)
mind a colopods konstrukeié, mind
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detected on what looks like a for-
mer sand bank in the southern part
of Area B. These long, parallel
ditches are oriented the same way
as the construction documented in
Area ,A”. Unfortunately, however,
even in this area, we are far below
the ancient walking surface, so that
no finds of dating value could be
reckoned with. A single row of
stones, discovered in Square G3
(perhaps part of a corner structure)
possibly indicates the latest, ,stone
period” of the building.

On the basis of the topography,
superpositions and the few finds
which had dating value (e. g.
Gallienus coin; Figure 7), the
chronological position of both the
post construction and the timber-
framed structure may be identified
as the Roman Period. It may be
hypothesized, on the other hand,
that the cemetery expected to occur
here was somewhat more distant in
space and also later in time. This
hypothesis is supported by the fact
that only the bottom segments of
two graves were found in all this
extensive area (in Squares D1 and
D?2), and even these occurred in the
layers close to the surface.

The identification of the construc-
tion is made difficult by the fact
that, unfortunately, one is not deal-
ing with the remains of a structure,



pedig a gerendavizas épitmény a
rémai korhoz kothetd. Feltehetd,
hogy az itt vart temeté teriilete tér-
ben kissé tavolabb, id6ben pedig
késobb volt. Erre utal az is, hogy a
kiterjedt teriilet feltirdasa sordn
mindossze két sir aljanak részlete
kertilt elé (D1. és D2. szelvények),
magasan a jelenlegi felszinhez koze-
li rétegben.

A konstrukcié azonositdsat ne-
heziti, hogy sajnos itt nem a konst-
rukcié maradvdnya, hanem csak a
helyének maradvanya maradt rank.
A szerkezet elemei, a folyoparti
helyzet, valamint az aquincumi
polgarvdros kozelsége és topogra-
fidja alapjan azonban indokolt a
feltételezés, hogy a romai kori rak-
part egy szakaszanak helyét talal-
tuk meg. A part megerésitése a ro-
mai korban mind az arviz megel6-
zése, mind pedig a kikotés szem-
pontjabol fontos volt. A Rajna
mentén Xantennél kiépitett folyo-
part, (PETRIKOVITS 1952, 41-161)
valamint a londoni példa (HALL-
MERRIFIELD 1986, 22-24) is meg-
erfsitik az elGkeriilt konstrukcio
értelmezését. Az Obudai Gazgyar
teriiletének tovdbbi hasznositasa
soran — mar a mostani feltdras
eredményeit figyelembevéve — var-
hatéan médunk lesz tovabbi kuta-
tast végezni a polgarvarosi duna-
parti szakaszon.

7. Gallienus érem a C2. szelvénybdl
Figure 7. Gallienus coin from Square C2

but with the remains of the place of a
structure. Its structural elements
and location along the river, as well
as its proximity to the Aquincum
Civil town and topography strong-
ly suggest that what has been dis-
covered here is a section of the
Roman Period embankment. The
reinforcement of the river bank in
Roman times was important both
from the viewpoint of flood-control
and docking. The construction of
embankment along the Rhine near
Xanten (PETRIKOVITS 1952, 41-
161) as well as an example from
London (HALL-MERRIFIELD 1986,
22-24) support this interpretation of
the construction whose place was
recovered. It is hoped that, with
regard to the results of these exca-
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A feltarassal kapcsolatos geofizi-
kai méréseket Puszta Sandor, a geo-
morfoldgiai vizsgdlatot Schweitzer
Ferenc, a talajtani vizsgalatot
Fiileky Gyorgy végezte.
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vations, additional research will
become possible along the river's
bank near the Aquincum Civil
Town during future developmental
work in the area of the former
Obuda Gas Factory. ,

Geophysical measurements relat-
ed to this project were carried out
by Sandor Puszta. Geomorphologi-
cal studies were made by Ferenc
Schweitzer, while Gyorgy Fiileky
was in charge of pedological inves-
tigations.

Paula Zsidi



