Késdromai kori temetke-
zési hely az aquincumi
polgarvaros déli varosfa-
lan kiviil

(Bp., I11. ker. Zdhony utca)

A Szentendrei it - Zahony utca sar-
kén lév6, jelenleg beépitetlen telken,
a terbevett ij mizeumépiilet I. iite-
mének helyén szonddzo jellegii ku-
tatast kezdtiink. A teriilet az aquin-
cumi polgarvaros déli varosfalan ki-
viil helyezkedik el, éppen annak a
természetes terasznak a peremén,
amelyt6l kezdGdden a teriilet - a
polgarvaros teljes észak-déli kiterje-

A late Roman Period
burial site outside the
southern wall of the
Aquincum Civil Town
(Bp., District 11, Zdhony Street)

The empty site to be developed dur-
ing Stage 1 of constructing the new
museum building at the comer
between Szentendrei and Zihony
Streets was investigated with test
trenches. This site is located outside
the southern wall of the Aquincum
Civil Town, exactly on the edge of
the natural terrace beyond which the
surface of the Civil Town strongly

slants down towards the
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east along its full north-
south length (Figure 1).

Two trenches were opened
in the first phase of our
research within the founda-
tions area of the new build-
ing that is planned to occu-
py a surface of 30 by 30 m.
They were directed north to
south (Trench 1) and east to
west (Trench 2) respective-
ly. The location of these
trenches was significantly
influenced by the rich
worked stone deposits in
this area, accumulated in

1.kép: Az dsatids helyszinrajza
Figure 1, The excavation plan

several layers by the
Budapest Inspectorate of
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désében - keleti iranyban erGsen
lejt. (1. kép)

A kutatds elsé fazisdban két kuta-
téarkot huztunk, a tervezett 30 x 30
m-es nagysagu 0j épiilet alapjanak
teriiletén beliil, észak-déli és kelet-
nyugati irinyban. Az arkok elhelye-
zését jelentdsen befolyasolta a terii-
leten depondlt nagy mennyiségi
megmunkdlt kéanyag, melyet a
1960-as években a Budapesti
Miemlékfeliigyeloség rakott le a
helyszinre, tobb rétegben. Csak a
kdkupacok kozotti teriiletek alltak
egyeldre a kutatas rendelkezésére.

A kutatoarkok teriiletét gépi er6-
vel tisztitottuk meg a faktol és a bo-
z6ttol, valamint a kovektol. A felss,
kevert réteg eltavolitdsa utin, mely
mintegy 60-70 cm vastagsagban je-
lentkezett, megtisztitottuk a met-
szetfalakat, valamint megnyestiik a
kutatédrok aljat. Az 1. szamu,
észak-déli iranyt kutatoarok északi
részén egy szabalyos foltokbdl allo
rendszertelen  objektum-csoportot
figyelhettiink meg. Ezen kiviil azon-
ban az arok tobbi részén nem talal-
tuk objektum vagy réteg nyomat.
Ugyancsak iiresnek bizonyult a 2.
szamd, kelet-nyugati iranyG arok-
rész. Ebben felsé rétegek és az alta-
laj taldlkozasanak vonalaban jol lat-
szott a terasz felsd, keleti peremét6l
kiindul6 lejtésvonal. Az altalajra iil6
homoklisztes, iszapos, sotétsziirke
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Ancient Monuments during the
1960's: for the time being, only the
spots between these secondary stone
deposits were available for study.

The areas designated for test
trenches were first cleaned by
removing trees, bushes and stones.
Following the mechanized removal
of the uppermost, 60-70 cm thick,
mixed layer, section walls were
cleaned and the bottom of the
trench was cut even. A randomly
dispersed group of features was
indicated by regular spots, found in
the northern section of the north-
south test trench. Aside from these,
no traces of other features or layers
could be recognized in the rest of
this trench. Trench 2, stretching
from east to west, was similarly
empty. In this trench, however, the
slope adjacent to the terrace's east-
ern edge could be clearly seen at the
interface between the upper strata
and the subsoil. The homogeneous
layer of dark gray, silted, fine-
grained sand deposited on the sub-
soil seems to have come from a for-
mer marshland. Therefore, similarly
to subsequent centuries, the area
was probably not in use during the
Roman Period. Actually, during the
course of excavations, the deeper
parts of trenches were regularly
inundated by ground water.

On the basis of the aforemen-



homogén réteg egykor ingovényos
lehetett, igy a teriilet valoszinileg a
rémai korban is - csakiigy mint az
utanakovetkezd évszazadok sordn -
hasznalaton kiviil 4llt. A feltdrds so-
ran egyébként ezt a mélyebben fek-
v arokrészt rendszeresen elontotte
aviz.

A fentiek alapjén a kutatast elsd-
sorban az 1. szamu arok északi ré-
szére dsszpontositottuk. A foltrend-
szer két szélsd, némileg kiilonallo
kerek foltja sekély volt, belliik csak
néhany apro tégla- és keramiatére-
dék keriilt el6 a bontés soran. Ren-
deltetésiikre nem deriilt fény. A
foltrendszer tovabbi részeinek bon-
tdsa azonban négy sirfoltot eredmé-
nyezett, melyeket kibontottunk. To-
vabbi két sir bedsasat észleltiik az
északi metszetben, ezek kibontdsdra
egyel6re nem keriilt sor. Médunk
lesz azonban feltarasukra az épitke-
zés kivitelezésének elsé fazisaban,
bar kiviil esnek az épitkezés fold-
munkaival megbolygatott teriileten.

A sircsoport feltdrt négy sirjanak
egyike sem volt szuperpoziciéban.
Az 1-3. sirok csontvazas ritusiak
voltak, mig a 4. szdm sir szabdlyos
foltjanak feltirdsa soran sem a vaz-
nak, sem pedig mellékletnek nem
taldltuk nyomat. A sirok egy része
(1. és 3. sirok) nyugat - keleti iranyi-
tasa volt, mig a 2. sir dél felé volt ta-
jolva. A 2. és 3. sirban a kibontas

tioned observations, investigations
were chiefly concentrated in the
northern section of Trench 1. The
two somewhat separate, peripheral
features in the random cluster of
spots were shallow. Their excava-
tions yielded but a few small frag-
ments of bricks and ceramics. The
function of these features, however,
could not be identified. Uncovering
the rest of this group of spots
revealed four spots that turned out
to have been graves and were exca-
vated. Another two graves were
spotted in the northern section.
Unfortunately, for the time being,
these burials could not be excavat-
ed. An opportunity for their
detailed investigation, however,
will arise during Stage 1 of the con-
struction work, although they fall
beyond the surface directly affected
by earth moving associated with the
construction.

None of the four excavated
graves were superposed relative to
each other. Graves 1 to 3 were inhu-
mation burials, while excavating the
regular spot of Grave 4 yielded
traces neither of skeletal finds nor
grave goods. Two of the graves (1
and 3) were oriented west to east,
while Grave 2 was oriented to the
south. Signs of disturbance were
discovered in Graves 2 and 3. The
first contained a woman's skeleton,
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utan bolygatas nyomat talaltuk. Az
elébbi egy néi vazat tartalmazott,
fakoporsés temetkezéssel, utdbbi
egy férfi maradvanyait tartalmazta,
melyet egyszer( foldsirba temettek.
Melléklete egyiknek sem volt, azon-
ban a sirok visszahantolt foldjébol
szorvanyos kerdmia és fémleletek
kertiltek eld. Kiilon figyelemre mél-
to a 2. sir betdltésébdl szarmazo
6lomvotiv, melyhez hasonld, tovab-
bi két fogadalmi targy keriil el6 az
5. és 6. sirok betdltésébdl is, az észa-
ki metszetfalnal. (2. kép)

Teljesen bolygatatlan volt azon-
ban az 1. sir, melyet a kidsott sirgd-
dorben rézsaszin habarcsbol és tég-
labol allitottak ossze. (3. kép) A sirt
harom darab, szabdlyos négyszog
alakira faragott kélappal légmente-
sen lezartak. A fed6lapok laza szer-
kezet vulkani eredetli, konnyen
torhetd anyagbdl késziiltek, mely

buried in a wooden coffin, while the
second revealed the remains of a
man buried simply in the ground.
Neither of these burials contained
any grave goods, although their fills
contained sporadic ceramic sherds
and metal finds. The lead votive fig-
urine recovered from the fill of
Grave 2 is especially noteworthy:
two similar votive objects were
found in the fills of Graves 5 and 6,
discovered by the northern section
wall (Figure 2).

Completely undisturbed, on the
other hand, was Grave 1, built into
the burial pit using pink plaster and
bricks (Figure 3). The grave was
sealed almost air tight with three flat
slabs of stone carved into a square
shape. These covering plates were
made from a loose, friable material
of vulcanic origins. The use of a sim-
ilar raw material was observed

anyaghoz hasonlét a
polgarvaros  egyes
épiileteinek, padlofi-
téshez tartozé kis osz-
lopok esetében figyel-
hettiink meg. A sirt
fed6 kolapok eltavoli-
tdsa utin bejutottunk
az lireges sirbelsdbe,
ahol egy gyermek

rossz megtartasi va-
zat talaltuk. A sir bel-
s6 kiképzése ugyan- tions
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2.kép: Az dsatdsbdl szdrmazo dlomvotivok
Figure 2. Lead votive offerings recovered during the excava-



csak terrazzobdl  llt,
melyet gondosan elsimi-
tottak, j6l lithaté a
simité szerszim nyoma
is a belsé felileten. A

szétesett  vazcsontok
alatt és kozott kétféle
textilia ~ maradvényai

voltak, igen rossz élla-
potban. (4. kép) A textil
maradvanyok - egy
durvabb és egy sirtibb,
finomabb szovési -
érintkeztek egymassal,
és részben a ruhazathoz,
részben pedig a halotti
lepelhez tartozhattak. A
sir mellékletét mind-
Ossze egy gombtestd
iivegpalack alkotta, t
mely a 4. szdzad végére
datlhaté. (BARKOCZI
1988, Nr. 294., Nr. 315)
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(5. kép)

A polgdrvéros déli fa-
lan kiviil, viszonylag kis
terlileten feltart leletek
jelentds Gj ismereteket hoztak, elsé-
sorban a polgdrvéros torténetére vo-
natkozoan. Az elmdlt évben, a pol-
garvérostol délre eldkeriilt késors-
mai kori temetérészlet (ZSIDI 1998,
72-77) mér ravilagitott a véros 4. szé-
zad végi lakottsdgara. A mostani sir-
csoporttal a temetd kiterjedése nove-
kedett, ami a véros késérémai kori

3. kép: Az 1. sir rajza
Figure 3. Plan of Grave 1

among the small, floor support
columns of hypocaust heating in
some buildings of the Civil Town.
Following the removal of this stone
cover, we could descend into the
grave itself, which contained the
very poorly preserved skeleton of a
child (Figure 4). The textile remains
(a roughly and a more finely woven
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piece), were found
attached to each other
and probably
belonged to the cloth-
ing and the shroud
respectively. The only
piece of grave furni-
ture found in this bur-
ial was a globular
glass bottle, dated to
the end of the 4" cen-

4. kép: Textilmaradvinyok az 1. sirbdl tury AD (BARKOCZI

Figure 4. Textile remains from Grave 1 1988, Nr. 294., Nr. 315;
Figure 5).

lakossdganak nagysagdra is utal. A Finds from the relatively small

temetd tovabbi részleteinek elGkerii- area excavated outside the southern
lése, illetve a két, egyidejiileg hasz- city wall yielded signficant new
nalt temetérész leleteinek elemzése, information, especially concerning
varhatéan a polgarvarosnak, a 4. sza-  the history of the Civil Town itself.
zad utolsé harmadara helyezett el- A section of a Late Roman Period
néptelenedésével (NAGY L. 1942, cemetery recently discovered south
767), illetve lakossag-
cseréjével  (POCZY = e
1964, 68-69) kapcsola- :
tosan fenndllé korabbi
elméleteket modosit-
hatja.

A sirok betdltésébol
szarmazo, és feltehe-
toleg a korabbi réte-
gek megbolygatasabdl
odakeriilt olomvoti-
vok, a teriiletnek a
késéromai kori temet-

. _ . 5.kép: Az 1. sir feltirds kozben a gombtestd iivegpalackkal
kezéseket megel6z0,  Figure 5. Grave 1 during the course of excavations with the
vallasi célu hasznala-  globular glass bottle
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tara utalhat. Ennek lehet6sége mar a
kordbbi kutatasban is felmeriilt
(NAGY L. 1937, 265), s a mostani
feltirds eredményei ezt a feltétele-
zést erdsiteni latszanak.
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of the Civil Town (ZSIDI 1998, 72-
77), has already shed some light on
the urban population of the late AD
4" century. Owing to the discovery
of this group of burials, the known
extent of the cemetery has increased
and also reflects the size of Late
Roman Period population in
Aquincum. Discovering additional
details of this cemetery as well as
the analysis of finds from its two
coeval sections is expected to influ-
ence current hypotheses concerning
both the depopulation (NAGY L.
1942, 767), and population exchange
(POCZY 1964, 68-69) respectively,
that supposedly took place during
the last third of the AD 4" century.
Lead votive objects found in the
fill were presumably in a secondary
position, resulting from the distur-
bance of earlier layers. They may
indicate that this area had a reli-
gious function prior to its use as a
Late Roman Period burial ground.
This possibility has already been
raised during previous research.
(NAGY L. 1937, 265) The results of
excavations under discussion here
seem to corroborate this hypothesis.

Paula Zsidi
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