Ujabb eredmények a
katonavaros nyugati
szélének kutatasaban

(Bp., I11. ker. Viilyog utca 14.)

A Vilyog utca foghijbeépitéseivel
parhuzamosan az 1j épiiletek alapo-
zasat megel6z6 régészeti kutatas
1995 6ta folyamatos. Mér az elsé le-
letment6 feltards soran sikeriilt fel-
vazolni a rémai varosrész torténeté-
nek f6bb tendencidit, s kibontakoz-
tak egy 2-3. szdzadi insularendszer
korvonalai is. (MADARASSY 1996,
53-60) Az 1996-1997 évek ezt a ké-
pet arnyaltak, pontositottak, az asa-
tasok teriiletének béviilése mindig
Gj kérdéseket vetett fel, s egyre tobb

régészeti informdciéval szolgalt.
(MADARASSY 1997/1, 33-48; 1998/1,
61-64)

1998 marcius-aprilisdiban végez-
tiink régészeti feltarast a Valyog ut-
ca 14. telken. Az eddig megfigyelt
varosrendezési elvek alapjan itt egy
- nagyjabél a katonai tabor centurio
lakrészéhez hasonlithaté - négyze-
tes alaprajzii katonavdrosi lakoha-
zat vartunk, valamint kérdéses volt
a Valyog utca 8-10. alatt hazédé
kés6romai temetd lezdrasa észak fe-
Ié.

A telek déli felén sikeriilt egy 2.
szazadi haz zardfalait rogziteniink.
Ez a haz, kicsit eltérd tdjolassal a 2.

Recent results of
research along the
western edge of the
Military Town

(Bp., District 11, 14 Viilyog Street)

Test excavations, paralleling the con-
struction of new houses in the spor-
adic empty lots of Vilyog Street,
have been carried out continuously
since 1995. Major tendencies in the
settlement history of the Roman
town could already be appraised
during the first rescue excavation,
and the outline of an AD 2-3" cen-
tury insula system also became visi-
ble. (MADARASSY 1996, 53-60)
Work during 1996-1997 further
refined this picture, while the expan-
sion of excavated surfaces has raised
new questions and provided an
increasing amount of archaeological
information. (MADARASSY 1997/1,
33-48; 1998/1, 61-64)

During March and April in 1998,
archaeological excavations were
carried out at Lot 14 in Vélyog
Street. On the basis of the previous-
ly observed principles of Roman
urban settlement structure, a habita-
tion with a square ground plan
from the Military Town was expect-
ed here. This building was largely
analogous to the centurio's habita-
tion within the military fortress.
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szazad eleji épiilet megujitasa.
Mindkét periédusa mind technikai-
lag, mind topografiailag megfelel a
canabae eddig megfigyelt varosren-
dezési elvének. (MADARASSY
1997/2)

193-ban az elsé katonacsdszar
Septimius Severus éppen a pannon-
iai legick segitségével szerzi meg a
csdszdri bibort, s a katonasdg tamo-
gatdsat zsoldemeléssel és kiilonféle
juttatdsokkal haldlja meg. Altalano-
san ebben az iddszakban vilik a ta-
borokat koriilvevé katonavarosok-
bol colonia, igy Aquincumban is. Az
aquincumi canabaeban 3. szdzad els6
felének épitkezései lényegében mas
jellegiek mint kordbban. A varos-
mag nagy lakohazaindl és a hosszt-
hazak esetében a 3. szdazad elejére
keltezhet6 kozfalak latszélag rend-
szertelen sokasaga jellemzd, vala-
mint az épiiletek esetleges terjeszke-
dése az insulak kozponti udvara fe-
1é. Jelen feltaras alapjan éppen errél
az épitési periodusrdl nyerhetiink
vilagosabb képet.

Mar 1996 telén a Valyog utca 13.
telken feltart, gazdagon diszitett 3.
szazadi lakohdzrészlet sem illeszke-
dett teljes mértékben a kdrnyéken
eddig megfigyelt insularendszerbe.
1997-ben a Vilyog utca 8. telken
szintén egy hasonlé technikaval ké-
sziilt 3. szazad eleji épiiletfal kertilt
elé ott, ahol eddig kozteriilet volt.
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Another question was the recogni-
tion of the northern boundary of the
Late Roman Period cemetery that
stretched along lots 8 to 10 on
Vilyog Street.

The outer walls of a 2nd century
house could indeed be reconfirmed
in the southern section of the lot.
This structure was actually the
renewed form of an early 2nd centu-
ry building with a somewhat differ-
ent orientation. Both of its periods
correspond to the aforementioned
principles of layout characteristic of
the canabae in terms of technique and
archaeological topography as well.
(MADARASSY 1997/2)

In AD 193, the first military
emperor Septimius Severus had
acquired the imperial purple robe
with the help of Pannonian legions
and he expressed his gratitude for
the army support by increasing the
soldiers' pay and other allowances.
In general, it is during this period
that military towns around various
fortresses are raised to the rank of
colonia, as was the case with
Aquincum as well.

Constructions in the Aquincum
canabae during the first half of the 3*
century are fundamentally different
from those in earlier times. An
apparently irregular pattern of
numerous internal wall structures,
dated to the beginning of the 3“



(MADARASSY 1998/1, 61-64) A
Vilyog utca 14. telken keriilt napvi-
lagra egy 3. szazadi lakéhdz sarka,
mely a 2. szdzadi haz sarkatol kelet-
re, az eddigi insula kozponti udva-
ra felé folytatodik, és az 1996-ban
megfigyelt hizbels6 zarofala. Tehat
itt nem a 2. szdzadi épiiletet bovitik,
hanem a telken beliil teljesen 1j, igé-
nyesebb kivitel lakchazat emelnek
a 3. szdzad elején. (1.kép)

A véros mas pontjain is kibovitik
a lakohdzakat, altaldban ekkor lat-
jak el padlofiitéssel, kapcsoljak ra
kozvetlenil a csatornahdlézatra.
Ezek a b6vitések az eddigi insuldkat
mintegy szétfeszitik, folyamatosan
sziikiilnek az utcdk, épiilnek be az
eddigi kozteriiletek, udvarok. A
pontos dsatasi adatok alapjan kor-
vonalazédé rendezési koncepcié
nem ismétli az el6zGeket, alapelvei
Ujszertiek.

Ugy tinik, a canabae colonidvd
emelése nem csak kozigazgatasi re-
form volt. Mivel a katonasdg anyagi
lehet6ségei kiboviiltek, az eddigi
katonai jogrendbdl maga a varos
keriil t egy toleransabb, az egyéni-
ségnek bévebb teret nyujté polgari
jogrend ald. Az eddigi rang szerinti
lakotér helyett barki anyagi erGitél
fiiggben egyénileg épitkezhetett, a
katonasagnak  nyujtott  bdkezl
anyagi juttatdsok, pedig mihama-
rabb visszakeriiltek az allamkincs-

century, seems to be characteristic
of the large habitations in the city's
core area as well as for long houses.
In addition, the occasional expan-
sion of buildings toward the central
courtyard of insulae can also be
observed. On the basis of the recent
excavations under discussion here,
it is this form of construction that
can be clarified.

Already in 1996 it was observed
that the remains of the richly deco-
rated 3" century habitation recov-
ered at Lot 13 in Vdlyog Street did
not fit within the neighboring insula
system. The wall of a 3rd century
building, made using similar con-
struction techniques, was also dis-
covered at 8 Vdlyog Street, in a pub-
lic area. (MADARASSY 1998/1, 61-
64) The corner of a 3“ century house
came to light east of the 2nd centu-
ry house at 14 Valyog Street. The 3"
century building continued toward
the central courtyard of the insula.
The outer wall of the house interior
excavated in 1996 also came to light
here. This means, that in the area
under discussion, it was not the
buildings of the 2™ century canabae
that were expanded, but rather
completely new houses represent-
ing higher standards were built at
the same lot at the beginning of the
3" century.

Habitations were also upgraded
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! fal (wall)
" [ str(grave)

in other parts of town
at this time. Floor
heating started spread-
/ ing in general, and

houses were directly
connected to the
drainage system. This
type of expansion
challenged the frame-
work of the earlier
insula system. Streets
became continuously
narrower, earlier pub-
lic areas and court-

1.kép: 2. szdzadi és 3. szdzadi hdzsarok (rajz)

Figure 1: A 2* and a 3* century house corner and a societed

cemetery

tarba, beruhdzasok 4ltal, lehetséget
adva az jabb adomanyozasokhoz -
ami a pénzforgalom felgyorsuldsat
erdményezte. Ez az épitési periédus
legaldbb két nemzedéken keresztiil
folyamatos, és a katonavaros leg-
utolsé periédusdig tart. A hazak ter-
razzopadléit, a falfestményet a leg-
tobb helyen megujitjak. (MADA-
RASSY 1998/2)

Korantsem ilyen egyértelmiiek a
3. szazad masodik felének vérosren-
dezési elvei, majd a 3.4. szdzad for-
duldjan a véros kitiritésének-felada-
sdnak problematikdja. A 4. szdzad
folyamén a katonavéros nagy része,
igy a Vialyog utca vonala is, mdr
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yards were turned
into houses. Concrete
excavation evidence
shows that the new
concept of urban lay-
out was not a repetition of previous
patterns, but reflected new princi-
ples. (Figure 1)

It seems that granting the status
of colonia to the canabae was not
simply an administrative reform.
Since the financial potentials of the
military increased, the entire town
shifted from its military standards
toward a more tolerant, civil legal
system that gave more room to indi-
vidual aspirations. In contrast to the
previous settlement pattern based
on rank, anybody could have hous-
es built depending on their own
resources. Generous donations to
the military thus, were funneled



biztosan kiilteriiletnek szamit, egy
késéromai segédcsapat temetkezik
az elplanirozott épiiletek mentén.

A Vilyog utca 10. alapozasanal
1942-ben Nagy Tibor mar késoro-
mai sirokrol tesz emlitést (NAGY T.
1943, 378.) a temetd periodiza-
ciéjardl az 1995-6s leletmenté felta-
ras nyoman szamol be Topdl Judit
(TOPAL 1996, 50-52). A legkorabbi
temetkezések a 4. szdzad eleji fold-
sirok, az egyik Diocletianus érem
melléklettel. Ezt koveti a tégla- illet-
ve épitett kdsiros masodik periédus.
Eddig a legkés6bbi temetkezés az a
sircsoport, mely 1997 decemberében
kertilt el6 és az 5.-6. szazad fordulé-
jara  keltezhets. (MADARASSY
1998/1, 61-64)

Ennek a temet6nek tirtuk fel
tjabb 21 sirjat a Vélyog utca 14. tel-
ken. A sircsoport a temet6 masodik
periédusdhoz tartozik, mivel a ko-
rabbi foldsirok foltjanak jelentkezési
mélysége is mélyebbre esett a leen-
dé épiilet alapozasi sikjandl. A sir-
csoport elhelyezkedésébdl arra lehet
kovetkeztetni, hogy a 3. szdzadi la-
kohaz megépitése utdn a 2. szazadi
épiilet még valamilyen formdban
funkcionalhatott, mivel falai a 4.
szazadban még lathatoak, igy sir-
kertek kerit6falaiként hasznaltik
fel. A kozponti sirok épitett kdsirok,
zommel két, vagy tobbszemélyesek.
Epitésiik a canabae korabbi temeti-

back into the imperial treasury in
the form of investment. In turn, new
donations could be made that accel-
erated the monetary circle. This
construction period was continuous
for at least two generations and
actually lasted until the very last
moment of the Military Town's exis-
tence. Terrazzo floors and wall
paintings were renewed in most
places. (MADARASSY 1998/2)

Settlement patterns during the
second half of the 3rd century seem
far more complicated, and the prob-
lem of evacuating and abandoning
the town at the turn of the 3 and
4th century is likewise ambiguous.
During the course of the 4" century,
most of the Military Town, includ-
ing the row corresponding to pre-
sent-day Valyog Street, definitely
functioned as a peripheral area. A
Late Roman auxiliary unit opened
burial grounds by the leveled house
remains.

Tibor Nagy mentioned the dis-
covery of Late Roman graves dur-
ing foundation work on a house at
10 Vélyog Street in 1942. (T. NAGY
1943, 378) The periodization of this
cemetery was reported on by Judit
Topal on the basis of the 1995 res-
cue excavations. (TOPAL 1996, 50-
52) The earliest burials were earth
graves dated to the beginning of the
4" century, one of which contained
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nek szandlasa utan torténhetett. Ko-
rabbi, 3. szazadi sirkdveket, sirépit-
mények épitészeti tagozatait hasz-
naltak fel épitéanyagként. Ezek a si-
rok lehettek a leggazdagabbak, j6-
forman mindet mar a rémai korban
kiraboltdk, csak két, szerényebb ki-
viteld, melléklet nélkiili kettds sir
maradt bolygatatlan.

A kdzponti kdsirok koré csopor-
tosulnak folyamatosan a téglasirok.
Az egyik csoportban 6t, melléklet
nélkiili ujsziilott egy egy téglabol
épitett haztetd alaki sirjait, s egy
bepdlyazott csecsemé vazat tartuk
fel, akinek - taldn bajelhérité amu-
lettként egyetlen allatcsont volt a
nyakdba kotve. A nagyobb gyerme-
kek gazdag melléklettel voltak el-
latva, nem ritka egy egy sirban a
két- harom tivegedény. (2.kép) Egy
koriilbeliil hatéves kislany {iveg-

2.kép: Uvegedény mellékletek gyermeksirbol
Figure 2: Glass goods from a children’s grave
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a Diocletianus coin. The second
period of burials is characterized by
brick and stone graves. For the time
being, the latest group of all the
graves came to light during
December 1997 and was dated to
the turn of the 5th and 6th century.
(MADARASSY 1998/1, 61-64)

An additional 21 graves from this
same cemetery were uncovered at
14 Vilyog Street. This latter group
of burials belongs to the second
period of the cemetery, since even
the spots marking the earlier earth
graves fell below the foundation
level of the modern building.

From the location of the group of
graves it may be concluded that fol-
lowing the construction of the 3"
century building, the 2* century
house must still have functioned
since its walls were visible in the 4"
century: they were
used as the fencing of
the grave gardens.
The central burials are
constructed stone gra-
ves, the majority con-
taining the remains of
two or even several
people. The construc-
tion of these graves
may have taken place
following the reorga-
nization of the can-
abae and its burial



paszta gydngyberakdsos diadém-
szer fejdiszt viselt.

A sirok a telek déli felén siiriisod-
tek, a teriilet északi felén — az egy-
kor a canabaehoz tartozé — épiileten
kiviil egyetlen sirt sem talaltunk.
Ezzel szemben viszont a talajban
szabélyos térkozokben elhelyezke-
dd, lemélyiilé humuszos foltokat fi-
gyelhettiink meg. Feltehetéleg itt le-
hetett a 3. szazadi épiilet kertje, a
humuszfoltok - szabalytalan hu-
muszos godrok az itt all6 fak gyo-
kérzetét jelzik. Ezek a fak valoszi-
niileg még élltak a temetd haszna-
latba vételének idején, s igy ez a
rész szent ligetként funkcionalha-
tott, mint a temetd része.
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grounds, since earlier, 3 century
tombstones and architectural grave
ornaments were re-used here. These
graves must have been the richest,
and almost all of them had already
been robbed during the Roman
Period. Only two modest looking
burials with no grave furniture
remained undisturbed.

Brick graves are grouped around
the central stone graves forming a
continuum. In one of their groups,
five newborn babies were buried
with no grave goods. Each was
placed under a rooftop-shaped con-
struction. One of the infants was
swaddled with an animal bone
around its neck: this may have
served as an amulet against evil
powers. Older children were given
rich grave goods, two-three glass
vessels (Figure 2) are frequently
found in such graves. A diadem-
like headdress with glass-paste
inlay was worn by a little girl who
was approximately six years old.

The graves were concentrated in
the southern section of the lot. No
burials were found in the northern
half of the area, beyond the canabae
building. On the other hand, humus
rich depressions were observed at
regular intervals in the soil. It is
possible that the garden of the 3"
century house was here and that the
humus spots correspond to the
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root-holes of trees. It seems likely
that these trees still stood at the
time the burial grounds were
opened. This area thus may have
served as a ,sacred park”, as a func-
tional part of the cemetery.
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