Ujabb régészeti kutatasok a
Margit korat 19-21. szam
alatti egykori iskola teriiletén

(Budapest, 11. ker., Margit korit 19-21.,
Hrsz.: 13374, 13375)

A tertleten a 2010-es prébafeltards foly-
tatdsaként (BENCZE 2011) 2011-ben
megel6z6 feltarast végeztiink az egykori is-
kolaépiilet (1. kép) bels6 udvardn és torna-
termében. A 13. szazadbdl egy nagyobb és
két kisebb kemence, tovabba egy kut kertilt
napvildgra. A hédoltsdg korabdl szdrmazik
egy kelet-nyugati irdnyud csatorna (2. kép),
amely a belsé (1. sz.) udvaron 8,5 méter
hosszan kovethet6 volt és a tornateremben
is megtaldltuk a folytatdsit. Ezt a csator-
nat a bels6 udvar délkeleti sarkdban elvig-
ta egy pince (3. kép), amelynek épitésekor
a csatorna keleti falat elbontottdk, nyugati
falat pedig a pince zdréfalaként hasznél-
tak fel. A pince hodoltsdg kori betoltést

New archaeological
excavations in the area of

a former school building at
19-21, Margit Boulevard

(Budapest 11, 19-21 Margit Boulevard,
Lrn.: 13374, 13375)

As a continuation of the trial excavation
conducted in 2010 (BENCZE 2011), pre-
ventive archacological research was carried
out in 2011 in the inner courtyard and
gymnasium of a former school building
(Fig 1). One large and two small ovens as
well as a well dating from the 13th century
came to light there. An east-west running
channel (Fig. 2) that could be followed
along a 8.5 m stretch in the inner court-
yard (No. 1). Its continuation was found
under the gymnasium part of the school
as well. The channel dated to the period
of the Ottoman Conquest and was cut by
a cellar (Fig 3) in the southeastern cor-
ner of the inner courtyard. During the

1. kép: A ferences
templom és az
iskolaépiilet a Margit
koriton

Fig 1: Franciscan
church and school in
Margit Boulevard
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2. kép: A csatorna és a pince
Fig. 2: The channel and cellar

tartalmazott, keramidt, fémtoredékeket,
tovabba allatcsontot. Utébbiak koziil ki
kell emelni egy teve 6 dllapota koponydjit
(meghatdrozasat Daréczi Szabo Laszlonak
koszonjiik). A csatornanal késébbi lehet a
hédoltsdg kori temets, mivel ennck két
sirja 1s (78. és 91. sir) is dthuzodik felette.

A 2010-ben elvégzett prébafeltdras és
a 2011-ben megkezdett megel6z6 felta-
rds sordn az egykori iskola két udvardn és
tornatermében mintegy 140 m?-nyi feli-
leten 91 sir keriilt el6 (4. kép). A temet-
kezések két kiilonbozé kort temetShoz
tartoztak. A sirok kisebbik része (14 sir)
a torok hédoltsdg kordbol, mig nagyobbik
része (77 sir) a 18. szdzadbdl szarmazott.
A temet6részletek feltarasat nehezitette a
tertilet beépitettsége. Az iskola belsé ud-
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construction of the cellar, the eastern wall
of the channel was demolished, and the
western wall was used as the end wall of
the cellar. The fill of the cellar could be
dated to the Ottoman Period. It contained
pottery, fragments of metal objects, and
animal bones. The faunal assemblage con-
tained a camel skull in a fairly good condi-
tion (thanks to Ldszl6 Dardczi Szabé for
the identification). The Ottoman-period
cemetery must have postdated the chan-
nel, as two of the graves (No. 78 and 91)
were superposed on the latter.

A trial excavation was conducted in
2010 and preventive explorations started
in 2011, over a surface of about 140 m?
in the two courtyards and the gymnasium
of the former school. Altogether 91 graves
were unearthed (Fig. 4). The burials came
from to two cemeteries dating to two dis-
tinct periods. The lesser part of the graves
(14) dated to the Ottoman Period, while
the major part (77) dated to the 18th
century. The excavation of the cemetery
segment was complicated by the densely
built-up character of the area. The in-
ner courtyard of the school (Fig 5) was
bordered by a fence that had a relatively
deep foundation, disturbing a number of
graves. We found lime pits in both court-
yards and in the gymnasium area as well as
various, modern water drainage channels
that also disturbed graves in a number of
cases. Generally speaking, graves dating
from either period came to light in the
same, 100-110 cm thick layer. Each burial
contained a body lying on its back in an
extended position. Burials of adults and
children were found in both periods.

Ottoman-period cemetery detail
We uncovered 14 graves from the Ot-
toman Period (one in 2010 and the re-



vardt (5. kép) egy viszonylag mélyen ala-
pozott kerités hatdrolta, amely tobb sirt
megbolygatott. Mindkét udvaron és a tor-
nateremben is taldltunk meszesgodroket,
valamint kiilonb6z6 modern kori vizelve-
zet6 csatorndkat, amelyek ugyancsak tobb
esetben roncsoltdk a sirokat. Altaldnos-
sdgban elmondhaté, hogy mindkét kor-

3. kép: A pincefal elvdgta a
csatorna keleti faldt

Fig. 3: The cellar wall cuts the
eastern wall of the channel

mainder in 2011). Twelve of the burials
were those of adults and 2 children. All
the graves were disturbed and incomplete,
primarily due to the later 18th-century
burials. In two cases, we were able to docu-
ment the grave pits as well: one was ob-
long with rounded corners while the other
had an oval shape. The burials were situ-

4. kép: Feltdrdsi alaprajz
Fig. 4: Ground plan of the

excavation
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szak sirjai ugyanabbdl a mintegy 100-110
centméter vastagsigd rétegbdl keriltek
el6. Valamennyi sir hiton fekvd, nyujtott
helyzetben keriilt el§. Mindkét korszakbol
tartunk fel felnétt, illetve gyereksirokat.

Hédoltsdg kori temetdrészlet

E korszakbol 14 sirt tartunk fel (egy sir
2010-ben, mig a tébbi 2011-ben kerilt
el6), amelyek kozil 12 felnétt és 2 gyerek
temetkezése volt. Mindegyik sir bolygatott
¢és hianyos volt, els6sorban a 18. szdzadi
temetkezések dltal. Két esetben sikertilt a
sir bedsdsat is dokumentdlnunk: az egyik
sirgddor lekerekitett sarkua téglalap alakd,
a mésik pedig ovilis volt. A temetkezések
egymdstél viszonylag tdvol helyezkedtek
el, igy azt lehet mondani, hogy elég laza
lehetett az egykori temeté szerkezete. Az
clhunytakat fejjel délnyugatnak tdjoltdk,
ldbuk pedig északkelet felé nézett. Hason-
16 jelenséget figyeltek meg az Esztergom—
Szentkirdlyon 1988-ban feltdrt torok kori
temetdrészlet esetében, ahol a sirok egy
rész¢ét ugyanigy tdjoltdk, mig masik részik
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5. kép: Temetkezések
az iskola belsé
udvardn

Fig. 5: Burials in the
courtyard of the school

ated relatively far from each other. Thus,
the structure of the former cemetery can
be judged as having been rather loose.
The bodies were oriented towards the
southwest with their feet directed to the
northeast. A similar phenomenon was
observed in an Ottoman-period cemetery
part unearthed in Esztergom-Szentkiraly
in 1988 where some of the graves were ori-
ented in a similar way, while others had
an east-west orientation (LAZAR 2002,
220). The skeletons here were generally
well-preserved. In five cases, the arms were
extended along the body: In one case, the
right arm was extended along the body
while the left was flexed at the elbow at
an acute angle on the chest. In six of the
burials only one arm could be document-
ed. In two graves the position of the arms
could not be documented. None of the
graves contained any grave goods.

In six cases traces of a characteristic
burial rite could be observed: the deceased
was covered with a mat (or bark?) (Fig. 6).
In some graves, only small part of this cov-



nyugat-keleti tdjoldst volt (LAZAR 2002,
220). Osszességében elmondhaté, hogy a
vizak j6 megtartastak voltak. Ot esetben
a karok a test mellett nydjtva helyezkedtek
el, egy esetben pedig a jobb kar a test mel-
lett nydjtva volt, mig a bal éles szogben a
mellkasra volt hajlitva. Hat temetkezésnél
csak az egyik kart tudtuk dokumentélni,
két sirndl pedig nem sikeriilt a karok hely-
zetét meghgyelni. Melléklet egyikbél sem
kertilt elé.

Hat esetben egy jellegzetes temetkezési
ritust hgyelhettiink meg: az elhunytakat
gyékénnyel (vagy fahanccsal?) takartak le
(6. kép). Volt, ahol ennck csak kisebb darab-
jai maradtak meg, de olyan sir is akadt, ahol
a vz nagy részét takarta ez a tipust fedés.
A muszlim valldsi el6irds szerint (SIMON
2009, 389-390) a halal bedllta utdn a ha-
lottat azonnal megmossdk, majd lehetéleg
24 6rén belil lepelbe burkolva eltemetik.
Kopors6t nem hasznélnak, mivel az Ardbi-
ai-félsziget, ahol a muszlim vallds kialakult,
fiban igen szegény vidék. A Dombévar-bé-
katéi 16-17. szdzadi temet6 260 sirja koziil
19 sirnal a fanyomok arra utaltak, hogy a
koporsé nélkil foldbe helyezett halottat
gyékénnyel letakarva védték meg a foldtél.
Ugyanebben a temetében tovabbi négy
esetben azt figyelték meg, hogy az elhuny-
tat gyékénnyel vagy sdsszer anyaggal bur-
koltdk be. A temet§ sirjai itt nyugat-keleti
tajolastak voltak (GAAL 1982, 164-165;
WICKER 2002, 97-98, 108).

Az altalunk feltart hodoltsdg kori te-
metérészlethez hasonlé keriilt napvildgra
2007-ben a Lovas utca 2. — Varfok utca
41. szamu saroktelken, ahol a sirok kozott
ugyancsak eléfordult néhany gyékény-
nyel fedett is. Itt a 112 sir dénté tobbsé-
ge délnyugat-északkeleti tdjoldsu volt, de
akadt koztik néhany dél-északi irdnyt is

(BENCZE 2007, 171).
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6. kép: Gyékényfedéses hodoltsdg kori gyereksir (29.
sir)

Fig. 6: Ottoman-period infant burial covered in mat
(grave No. 29)

ering has survived, while there were graves
where a major part of the skeleton was
covered this way. Based on Islamic regula-
tions (SIMON 2009, 389-390), the corpse
was immediately washed after death oc-
curred and buried, preferably within 24
hours, wrapped in a shroud. Coffins were
not used, as the Arabian Peninsula, where
the Muslim religion came into being, is
poor in forests. In the 16th-17th-century
cemetery uncovered at Dombévar-Békato,
wood remains in 19 graves out of a total of
260 suggest that the deceased was placed
into the earth without a coffin but was
protected from the soil by a mat cover.
In the same cemetery, in another four
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7. kép: Szuperpozicié (35. és 63. sir)
Fig 7: Superposition (graves No. 35 and 63)

Ujkori (18. szdzad) temetGrészlet
Atertleten a temetkezés 1707 utdn kez-
dédhetett meg, ckkor épiilt 8] itt ugyanis
— az egykori Landstrasse (Orszagut) fels6
szakaszdnak (Obere Landstrasse) nyugati
oldalan — az dgostonosok elsé temploma.
Legkésébb Maria Terézia 1775. oktéber
12-én  kiadott rendeletének (Generale
Normativum in re Sanitaris) kovetkeztében
be kellett sztintetni a temetéseket a teme-
tében (BENCZE 2011, 76-78). Az egykor
temetofallal korbekeritett részen egy 18.
szdzadi temetd 78 sirbdl allo részletét si-
kertilt eddig feltdrnunk. A tényleges sirok
szdma 77 volt, egy esetben ugyanis val6szi-
nileg tobb megbolygatott felnétt csontjat
szortdk egy helyre (9. sir), az egyik sirban
pedig egy felnétt és egy gyerek védza fekadt
(kettds sir —48. sir). (Az elemzések a tény-
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cases, the deceased was wrapped in a mat
or sedge-like material. The graves in this
cemetery were oriented west-cast (GAAL
1982, 164-165; WICKER 2002, 97-98,
108).

A cemetery detail that displayed similar
characteristics with this Ottoman-period
cemetery came to light in 2007 on the
corner plot of 2 Lovas Street and 41 Vir-
fok Street. A few of the graves contained
bodies covered by a mat as well. The great
majority of the graves was oriented south-

west-northeast although a few were ori-
ented south-north (BENCZE 2007, 171).

Early Modern (18th century) cemetery de-
tail

Burial in this area must have been be-
gun after 1707, as this was the time when
the first church of the Augustinian Order
was constructed here, on the western side
of the upper section of the former Land-
strasse (State Road) called the Obere
Landstrasse. Interrment must have been
ceased in the cemetery as the result of
an edict issued by Maria Theresa on 12
October 1775 (Generale Normativum in re
Sanitaris) at the latest (BENCZE 2011,
76-78). To date, it has been possible to un-
carth a part of an 18th-century cemetery
with 78 graves within the area surrounded
by the former cemetery wall. There were
actually only 77 graves as in one case,
bones from more than one disturbed
adult burial were clustered in a certain
place and given a separate grave number
(No. 9). In another grave, the skeletons of
both an adult and a child were uncovered
(double burial — grave No. 48). (During
the analysis, only the actual graves were
taken into consideration.) Each of the
graves were oriented west-cast, but often
deviated toward the northwest-southeast.



leges sirok figyelembevételével torténtek.)
Valamennyi sir nyugat-keleti tdjoldsa volt,
de sokszor eltértek északnyugat-délkelet
felé. A 77 sirban 60 felnétt és 18 gyerek
temetkezését tartuk fel. Ez utébbiak kozt
csecsemdk ¢és valoszintleg egy jszilott
vdza is volt. A sirok 41 esetben bolygatott
dllapotban voltak, 36-ot azonban érintet-
lendl taldltunk meg T6bb temetkezésnél
a sirgddrot is dokumentdlni tudtuk. A be-
dsdsuk téglalap alakd volt, hdrom sirndl a
sarkok lekerekitettek voltak, két esetben
pedig a labak felé kissé szdkilt a godor.
Gyakori volt az egymdsra temetkezés is,
ilyenkor a késébbi sir nemcesak megboly-
gatta, de altaldban meg is semmisitette a
kordbbi vaz egy részét (7-8. kép). A 18. sza-
zadi sirok nemcsak a veliik azonos koru te-
metkezéscket, de a hdodoltsdg kori vazakat
1s tobb esetben megbolygattak. A halottak
legtobbjét (73 esetben) szegelt koporsé-
ban helyezték a sirba, amely — mdr ahol
ez meghgyelhet volt — a ldbak felé szi-
kiilt. Ot sirnal val6szintsithets, hogy az
elhunytat miel6tt a koporséba tették, tex-
tilbe is csavartdk, két esetben pedig csak a
textilbe csavards tényét feltételezziik. Két

8. kép: Szuperpozicié
(47. és 54. sir)

Fig 8: Superposition
(graves No. 47 and
54)

The 77 graves contained the burials of 60
adults and 18 children. Among the latter
were the skeletons of infants and prob-
ably that of a neonate as well. A total of 41
graves were disturbed and 36 were intact.
Some of the grave pits could be docu-
mented as well. They were oblong in shape
and in three cases had rounded corners. In
two cases, the pit tapered to some extent
toward the feet. Superposed burials were
regularly encountered; in these cases the
later one not just disturbed but usually
also destroyed part of the earlier skeleton
(Figs. 7 and 8). Eighteenth century graves
not only disturbed burials dating from the
same phase, but, in a number of cases,
Ottoman-period skeletons as well. Most of
the deceased were placed in the grave in a
nailed coffin that — in those cases where
it could be observed — tapered toward the
feet. In five graves, the deceased was prob-
ably also wrapped in a textile sheet before
being placed in the coffin. There were two
cases where the deceased appeared to have
been wrapped only in a shroud. In two of
the graves, no rites of any sort were visible.
In a few cases, a white pigmentation could
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sirndl semmilyen ritust nem sikerdlt meg-
figyelniink. Néhdny esetben a koporsén
és olykor a vdzon is fehéres elszinezdést
fedeztink fel. Elképzelhets, hogy vala-
milyen fert6zés miatt meszet onthettek a
sirba, de a jelenség pontos értelmezéséhez
tovabbi vizsgdlatokra lesz szitkség. A karok
clhelyezkedése valtozatos képet mutatott.
Alegtobb temetkezésnél (40 sir) mindkét
kar helyzetét sikeriilt dokumentdlnunk:
tizenhét esetben a derékon (dgyéki csigo-
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9. kép: Uvegezett

| meddlok és gyiri a
82. sirbél

Fig 9: Pendants
covered with glass
and ring in grave

No. 82

10. kép: Karikagytirik
és ovdlis meddl a 84.
sirbol

Fig. 10: Rings and
oval pendant in grave
No. 84

be observed in the coffin and sometimes
on the body too. The presence of lime may
be related to some kind of diseased caus-
ing death but further analyses are needed
to provide an accurate interpretation of
the phenomenon. The position of the
arms was variable. In most of the burials
(40 graves), we were able to document the
arrangement of both arms: in seventeen
cases both arms were found by the waist
(at the level of the lumbar vertebrae), in



11. kép: Fejdisz a 42.
sirbél

Fig. 11: Headpiece in
grave No. 42.

lydkon), kilenc esetben a mellkason, ha-
rom esetben a medencén taldltuk mind a
kettd kart. Tizenegy sirndl a két kar a vaz
kilonbozd részén, véltozatos helyzetek-
ben kertltek elé. Tizennyolc sirndl csak az
egyik kar, huszonnégy temetkezésnél pe-
dig egyik sem volt meghgyelhetd.

A sirokbdl sokszind és olykor unikalis
leletanyag latott napvildgot. Gyakori volt,
hogy egy-egy temetkezés foldjébol kerd-
mia és kopors6szog keriilt el6. Az egyik
legstrtibben el6fordulé melléklet a kiilén-
boz6 alaka (ovélis, kerek, négyzetes, sok-
sz0gl) és anyagt (bronz, eztst, tivegezett
bronz) meddl volt (18 darab). Altaldban
sironként egy kertlt elg, de hdrom sirban
két darab volt (9-10. kép). Kulonleges a
46. sirbdl elékertlt gyongynyaklanc ovalis,
tivegezett, bronzkeretes medallal, amely-
nek mindkét oldaldn egy-cgy kis festmény
lathaté. Fejdiszeket, illetve f6leg azok t6-
redékeit is tobbet taldltunk, eléfordult
gyerek és felnétt sirokban is (11-12. kép).
Tébb esetben kiillonbéz6 formaju és anya-
gt (csont, tiveg, bronz) gyongyok keriiltek
clé, amelyekrél némelykor egyértelmi-
en bebizonyosodott, hogy rézsatiizérhez

nine cases they had been placed on the
chest, and in three cases on the pelvis. In
eleven graves, both arms were found on
distinct parts of the body, in varied posi-
tions. Only one arm was found in 18 graves
while in 24 graves there were no arms at
all.

The finds recovered from the graves
were varied and sometimes extraordinary
and unique. Potsherds and coffin nails
were often found in the fill of the indi-
vidual graves. Altogether 18 objects, a
regularly unearthed grave good, were pen-
dants of diverse shape (oval, round, square
and, polygonal) and material (bronze, sil-
ver, bronze covered with glass), a total of
18 pieces. In general, there was one pen-
dant to a grave although in three graves
two pendants were found in each grave
(Figs. 9 and 10). A beaded necklace with
a bronze-framed oval pendant represents
an extraordinary find: the pendant was
decorated with a miniature painting cov-
ered with glass on both sides. A number
of headpieces or rather their fragments,
were found in both children as well as
adult burials (Figs. 11-12). In a number of
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tartoztak. Viltozatos formdju és anyaga
(bronz, eziist, 6lom) kereszteket, fesziile-
teket is taldltunk, de olyan is el6fordult,
hogy csak egy Krisztus alak volt a sirban.
Hat sirban csontkarikdkat taldltunk, ame-
lyek altaldban a medence kormyékén he-
lyezkedtek el Hdrom esetben egy darab,
két esetben harom darab, egy esetben
pedig két darab kertlt el6. Eziist és valo-
szintleg bronz karika-, illetve egy esetben
koves gytrtt hdrom sirban tartunk fel. A
71. sirban agyagnehezéket taldltunk. A
teljesség igénye nélkil feltdrasra keriiltek
még csont- és fémgombok, haj- illetve fa-
tyoltdk, pdrizsi kapcsok és tivegtoredékek
is.

Az 1785-6s alaprajzot a mai felmérés-
re vetitve azt latjuk, hogy a 18. szdzadi
temetéfal nagyjdbdl megegyezik az iskola
tornatermének déli faldval (4. kép). fgy a
2012-ben folytatédé feltardsok sordn 18.
szazadi sirok el6kertilése mar nem vér-
haté, viszont a hédoltsdg kori temetdbdl
még tjabb sirokra lehet szdmitani.

Bencze Zoltdn — Szildgyi Gdbor
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12. kép: Csecsemdsir a 18. szdzadi temetdrészbél

(86. sir)

Fig. 12: Infant burial from the 18th century graveyard
(grave No. 86)

cases, beads of various shape and material
(bone, glass, bronze) were uncovered that
could sometimes be unquestionably iden-
tified as being part of a rosary. We found
crosses and crucifixes of various form and
material (bronze, silver, lead) as well while
a single Christ figure was also found I one
of the graves as well. In six graves we found
bone rings, usually in the area of the pel-
vis. In three cases one, in two cases three,
and in one case two such rings were un-
covered. Finger-rings were unearthed in
three graves including one silver and prob-
ably one bronze band ring as well as one
ring with a stone. A clay weight was found
in grave No. 71. Although the list is still
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incomplete, the rest of the finds included
bone and metal buttons, hair and veil pins,
hook-and-eye clasps, and glass shards as
well.

When projecting the ground plan drawn
up in 1785 onto the recent survey, the line
of the 18th-century cemetery wall ap-
pears to correspond almost entirely to the
southern wall of the gymnasium in the
former school building (Fig. 4). Thus, we
cannot expect more 18th-century graves
to be uncovered during the continuation
of the excavation in 2012. Further graves
from the Ottoman-period cemetery can,
however, be anticipated.

Zoltdn Bencze — Gdbor Szildgyi
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