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Attila Antal: The class politics of the Orbán regime and the Coronavirus
The danger of rising Fascism was not brought by the coronavirus in Hungary, as these 
processes had already started earlier. However, the health crisis and the economic 
crisis caused by the virus, the social catastrophe associated with the impossibility 
of masses of working-class, and the neoliberal measures protecting the capital inter-
est are more conducive to class policy behind an authoritarian system than ever 
before................................................................................................................................ 	 7

Socialism

Göran Therborn: Challenges for the Left – a door of opportunity
The paper proposes the development of an adequate, transformative policy for the 
Left, pointing out that dissatisfaction in the world has opened a new door, at least to 
some extent. On the one hand, the most important social movements are organized 
around social inequalities, on the other hand, around the climate problem which has 
become a defining experience in the global North. The author characterizes these, 
and he thinks this is what we need to listen to. The chances of politics through the 
established channels of democracy are diminishing. Instead, transformative politick-
ing should rely more on (episodically) emerging movements of popular protests, 
opening up the clogged channels of social change.................................................. 	 18

László Tütő: The greatest movement of mankind
The need to develop and protect the uniqueness of the personality is such a cross-
social practice and spiritual trend that can also be considered a spontaneous move-
ment. Working with others, the community self-defence is a more comprehensive 
and therefore more effective form compared to individual isolation The hypothesis 
of self-governing society (Communism) carries out the interest of individuals striv-
ing for personal autonomy most consistently.......................................................... 	 24

Stefan Meretz: The structural communality of the Commons
The author discusses the characteristics of community and market management in 
parallel. The starting point of the former is the specific uniqueness of individuals, 
and it is based on the cooperation and agreements of these various individuals. This 
results in structural sense the responsibility for the consequences. The market, on 
the other hand, is insensitive to the specific uniqueness of individuals. Here, our 
isolation permeates our thinking, emotions, actions. The priority of production 
has spontaneous consequences. The specificity of market management is structural 
irresponsibility................................................................................................................ 	 40
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1Friederike Habermann: We are not born as Egoists

Numerous experiments show that children are initially instinctively helpful, while 
material reward does not educate them about this. Studies with adults show how 
their tendency to cooperate is overshadowed by social practice that nurtures self-
interest and competition. The author is looking for ways to go beyond the current 
system............................................................................................................................... 	 49

Around the table

The situation and perspectives of the radical left at home and in the world
Our editorial staff addressed the following call to the representatives, who are criti-
cal with the systems of capital, of domestic and international social science: express 
their opinion on the situation of the Radical Left in Hungary, Europe and the world, 
the possibilities of its development and the directions and methods of action they 
consider correct. In this issue, we publish seven of the responses received....... 	 54

Endre Barát: On the perspectives of the Ladical left

Florin Poenaru: The chances of the global Left

Annamária Artner: Opportunities for the development of the Radical Left, perspectives 
of Socialism today

Alexandr Buzgalin: Answer the questions

Péter Szigeti: .... when those below no longer want to live the old way and the transnational 
bourgeoisie ...

Viktor Kiss: Left in postmodern capitalism

Bruno De Conti és Patricia Villen: Perspectives on the radical left and socialism in 
Brazil and Latin America

Associations

Slavoj Žižek: Coronavirus epidemic and communism
In his writing, the Slovenian philosopher shows that the coronavirus epidemic could 
become a deadly blow to the global capitalist system. In addition to critiques of 
emerging emergencies and the return of capitalist animism, he outlines how a “health 
war” can force the emergence of a new global organization. Finally, he explains that 
today’s Communists are graduate liberals, just the opposite, as the Hungarian Prime 
Minister said.................................................................................................................... 	 96
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Péter Szigeti: Did it roll that much? András Bozóki: Gördülő rendszerváltás. Az 
értelmiség politikai szerepe Magyarországon (1977–1994). Budapest, L’Harmatttan 
Kiadó – Uránia Ismeretterjesztő Alapítvány, 2019 ................................................. 	 101



TR
O

M
F

25
2 Document

Tamás Krausz: The big loser of 1998, the Hungarian Socialist Party. Magyar 
Hírlap, 22 August 1998................................................................................................. 	 133

Interview

The political economy of the struggle for hegemony. The battle of imperial-
isms? Interview with David W. Harvey by Haris Golemis.................................... 	 122

Shaping The Great Transformation: A Conversation with 
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Arcok

Immanuel Wallerstein: A World-System Perspective on the Social Sciences
This early work of the recently deceased Immanuel Wallerstein is one of the first 
programming texts of the World Systems Analysis he, and others as well, founded. 
It describes the difference between the Social Sciences of the nineteenth century 
and the World System Approach, the basic concepts of the method of analysis he 
proposes and also briefly points to the main causes of the crisis of the modern world 
system taking the form of a capitalist world economy. After the  hard-to-reach earlier 
Hungarian edition, we are now publishing a new translation............................... 	 154

Áron Márk Áron: Wallerstein must be read! On the main directions of former 
African researcher and world systems analyst
The death of Immanuel Wallerstein once again offers an opportunity to review 
his oeuvre, his diverse work, his intellectual and political position. This account 
briefly outlines the main directions of the work of a world systems analyst, historian, 
sociologist, and activist who originally was an African researcher. His writing and 
detailed bibliography will also help those who are getting to know with Wallerstein 
and begin reading the recently deceased classic to find their way around this rich 
oeuvre............................................................................................................................... 	 168

From fact to fact

Péter Alabán: Social processes in Ózd after the regime change
European examples of international comparison provide a good basis for paralleling 
the social effects of regime changes in Central and Eastern Europe, pointing to pro-
cesses such as privatization failures, marginalization, unemployment, isolation, deg-
radation, and economic and social stigmatization. All this also appears in connection 
with the area and the former industrial city of Ózd, where we cannot talk about real 
continuity after the transition in the case of the former industrial workers, who did not 
become real “heirs” of this social group, while the biggest losers of economic competi-
tion were clearly the Roma communities. The local communities of the inhabitants 
of the former steel worker colony with a common sense of identity disintegrated, and 
the destruction of the former mining and workers’ districts began.........................	 182
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Daniel Lazare: Timothy Snyder’s Lies. Timothy Snyder: Timothy Snyder: Véres 
övezet. Európa Hitler és Sztálin szorításában. Budapest, Park Könyvkiadó, 2012 
[Bloodlands: Europe Between Hitler and Stalin.  Basic Books, 2012]
The author explores how and for what (geo)political reasons the “star” historian of 
the new far Right is able to network the European “market” of Holocaust and war 
memory in general. Snyder’s historical “discoveries” refer to the mythical world of the 
“bloody zone”. The study is an important piece of critique of modern Sovietophobia 
and Russophobia............................................................................................................ 	 199

Lajos Kabai Domokos: Chernobyl in the propaganda war
In mid-2019, the film “Chernobyl” series reached a large audience worldwide. The 
article reviews contemporary and current propaganda activities related to the 1986 
explosion at the nuclear power plant. Recalling similar Western cases, the author 
concludes that governments, regardless of socio-economic and political conditions, 
seek to sweep under the rug the more general causes of disasters, downplay their 
significance. Moreover, the film’s Russian and international reception indicates how 
the myth about Russia as an old-new empire of evil is reviving in today’s information 
war..................................................................................................................................... 	 233

Cover: László Óvári and Kornél Zámbó: Workers (1959, renovated 
in 2014). Sgraffito, Oroszlány.
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