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DEM ANDENKEN
JOHANN 8. PETENYI'S.
Von E. CSIKL

DER »Bund der Ungarischen Orni-
thologen« enthiillte am 15. Januar
d.J. die Gedenktafel des Begriinders der
ungarischen wissenschaftlichen Ornitho-
logie J. S. Petényi, am alten evang. Seel-
sorgerhause in Cinkota bei Budapest,
wo Petényi seinerzeit seine Laufbahn als
Seelsorger begonnen hatte.

Petényi wurde am 30. Juni 1799 zu
Abel:Lehota im Komitat Noégrad ge:
boren, wo sein Vater ebenfalls als ev.
Geistlicher ansissig war. Die Schulen
besuchte er in Losonc, Besztercebanya
und Selmecbinya, ging alsdann nach
Pozsony um Philosophie zu studieren.
Seine theologische Ausbildung erhielt er
in Wien. Schon der kleine Mittelschul:
schiiler Petényi hegte grosses Interesse
fiur die Vogelwelt, seine ganze freie Zeit
verbringt er in der freien Natur um die
Lebensgewohnheiten seiner Liebiinge zu
erspihen und legt schon damals eine
Eiersammlung an, welche die Eier simt:
licher Vogelarten der Gegend aufweist.
In Wien wird er mit Natterer, Heckel,
Neumeyer, Kollar und Schlegel bekannt
und bald tritt er mit Vater Brehm, Nau-
mann und anderen in Verbindug.

Nach Beendigung seiner theologi-
schen Studien wurde er zum Seelsorger
der Gemeinde Cinkota berufen, wo er
7 Jahre, bis 1833 wirkte, dann abdankte
um ganz seinen naturwissenschaftlichen
Forschungen obliegen zu konnen. Dies
dauerte zwar nicht lange, ein Jahr spiter
wurde er schon als Kustosadjunkt am
Ungarischen National- Museum ange:
stellt. Hier entwickelte er eine grosse
Titigkeit und begriindete die heute schon
so ansehnliche und gut bekannte Orni:-
thologische Sammlung. Im Museum ar:
beitete er 20 Jahre hindurch, bis er im
zeitlichen Mannesalter im Jahre 1855
einem Magenleiden erlag.

Petényi reiste alljahrlich um seine
Beobachtungen zuvervollstindigen, sam:
melte dabei fleissig und notierte seine
Beobachtungen, welche zur vollstindig:-
sten Kenntnis unserer Vogelarten fiihr:
ten. Nach seinem Tode gingen seine
Aufzeichnungen grosstenteils verloren,
Otto Herman's Verdienst war einen Teil
zu retten, welcher in der Zusammen:
stellung von Titus Csorgey ! aber erst
50 Jahre nach seinem Tode erscheinen
konnte.

I Ornithologische Fragmente aus den Handschrif:
ten von |. S. v. Petényi. Deutsch bearbeitet von Titus
Csorgey. Mit einer Einleitung von O. Herman. Geras
Untermhaus 1905,

TWO SPRING MONTHS IN ALGERIA

By MAJOR W. MAITLAND CONGREVE M. C,

LANDED at Algiers on March 4th 1930 and did noth depart until the following

May 11th, so that generally speaking, I was in Algeria for the cream of the

birds’ nesting season. In such a vast country, comprising semistropical sea
board, high cultivated plateaux, afforested and often snow:covered mountains
and stark staring sandy desert relieved at rare intervals by saline impregnated
sheets of water and date palm oases, one naturally expects to find a varied and
localised bird fauna. Find it one does but naturally in the course of two months
of any one season, one can only get a fair and somewhat superficial knowledge
of the various regions which really justify serious study for several seasons and
the expenditure of much time, money and energy.

Algeria is now a reasonably accessible country for the tourist, for besides
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railways, there are numbers of reasonably good roads, even in the Sahara Desert,
over which one can travel by motor car in reasonable comfort and find nightly
food and accomodation at various hotels which are dotted about on the main
tourist routes. These hotels are by no means cheap, but as the winter and spring
tourist season is only a short one, one cannot expect otherwise than high charges
and in the case of desert hotels, all food has to be imported from fertile northern
regions.

One word of advice to anyone contemplating an ornithological trip to
Algeria: work out your route beforehand as regards the localities to be wvisited
for the particular birds that interest you, arrange your dates as well as you can
and then endeavour to secure guaranteed hotel accommodation. I mention this
because in a normal tourist season great motor coach parties of tourists descend
suddenly upon this, that and the other hotel and the »hoteliers« are bound to
find accomodation by reason of contracts made well in advance by French travel
agencies. This means that the casual ornithologist may suddenly be informed that
he has to vacate his room and it is by no means always easy to find one elsewhere
at a moment’s notice! I may say at once that my party, for there were three of
us, never had any lack of accomodation troubles for the two reasons that we
had engaged rooms well in adwance and the thourist season of 1930 was a failure
owing to the American financial crisis.

It was on March 5th that I joined Rear:Admiral Lynes and Lieut:Colonel
R. F. Meiklejohn at the famous old, Roman founded, city of Constantine. Famous,
among other things, for the stupendous gorge on the sides of which the city
lies and over which several bridges poise themselves at giddy heights and on
which one can stand and watch innumerable birds flying to and from their nests
in the great rock walls below one. I need hardly say I was now in good company.
Admiral Lynes with his world-wide reputation as a pioneer field ornithologist
and Colonel Meiklejohn, well known in Britain as a field ornithologist who has
done interesting work in Esthonia and elsewhere in Europe. They had already
made a discovery new to science, namely the finding of nests, eggs and young
of Loxia curvirostra poliogyna in an aleppospine forest. Nidification was found
to be typical of the Crossbill family and it is curious that no French ornitho-
logist has ever made the discovery, since the localities where the bird resides
are well enough known to those who have made a study of North African birds.

It was as yet early for birds nesting at Constantine and it was extremely
cold and unspringlike, so we at once decided to move south to warmer climes,
cutting out of our programme the possibilities of nests of Aquila chrysaétus
homeyeri, Hieraétus fasciatus and Gyps fulvus all of which we had notes of as
resident within 30 miles of Constantine.

As regards migrant birds, we saw numbers of Martins (Delichon urbica
meridionalis) busy round a great mass of old nests plastered on the much orna-
mented face of a modern French building; while on the outskirts of the town
a few white Storks (C. ciconia) were already busy at their nests. We heard an
interesting story about this species, to the effect that it had much decreased from
having picked up poison used to combat locust plagues. A sad pity if this is
the case and Europe cannot well afford to lose many of such useful birds.

In the great gorge were to be seen numbers of Jackdaws (Corvus monedula
cirtensis) busy building their nests, alco numbers of more or less hybrid Rock
Doves (Columba livia) and a few Kestrels (Falco tinnunculus or perhaps a few
F. naumanni may have arrived).
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On March 6th, we left for Biskra, the well known tourist resort of the
northern Sahara. The journey there by train took about seven hours and was
distinctly interesting until sunset speedily extinguished the wonderful colouring
of young corn covered plain, brightly coloured spring flowers, rugged mountains
and isolated peaks clear cut against an azure sky. Birds were not very easily
recognisable from the terribly shaky train. Algerian railways are the worst laid
of any I have been on in the many parts of the world I have visited. One had
glimpses of various Alaudidae, a few Accipitres and on the poplar and pollarded
willow trees round the occasional French settlements, numbers of White Storks
(C. ciconia) were already busy repairing their enormous nests.

We only stayed two nights at Biskra, our object in calling there being to
make arrangements for a visit at a later date. One small expedition was made
to a rush and scrub covered area of the Oued Biskra valley. Here Fantailed
Warblers (Cisticola) were not uncommon and their typical undulating flight and
»zip zip« call at once notifying their presence.

The start of one cisticola nest was found by the Admiral who happened
to catch a glimpse of the white fluff carried by a passing bird which he watched
into some coarse grass and reed to the bare commencement of what would
eventually become a beautiful soda-vater bottle shaped nest, barely to be distin-
guished from a spiders homel It was surely meet and right that the Admiral
should have made the discovery for he is now known to the ornithological world
as its foremost cisticola expert!

It would make this article too long if I detailed all the various species of
birds we saw this day, so I propose to limit myself mainly to breeding notes.

On March 8th we left for Touggourt, the terminus of this particular north
and south desert railway. This latter now landed us by 230 p. m. no less than
250 Kms. into the great Sahara desert at again another tourist resort fournished
with some hotels. I would describe Touggourt as a typical insanitary Arab town
as regards evil smells plus the normal date palm plantations irrigated by saline
water pumped from underground into innumerable irrigation ditches. There are
all the normal desert sights and discomforts of Arabs, camels, date palms, sunsets,
heat and sandstorms etc, but ornithologically speaking, I can’t recommend the
place. Certainly there are a few bird species that one cannot expect to find
further north at say, Biskra. For example we heard of the Desert Sparrow (Passer
simplex saharae) but we gave it up as it meant a long and expensive motor car
journey. There is a local crested Lark (Galerida) and a doubtful race of House
Sparrow (Passer) but there were only two species that were as yet nesting and
over which we spent most of our time. These were the Desert Grey Shrike
(Lanius excubitor elegans) and the Bifasciated Lark (Alaemon alaudipes). The
former, to our consternation, were found in most cases to already have young.
I even chased a strong flying fledgling round a bush in one of the public gardens!
Nests seen were in the majority of cases extremely inconspicuously place in the
main crowns of medium sized date palms. One that was high up was against
the trunk of a palm and was extremely inconspicuous as it was outwardly made
of palm fibre and consequently blended wonderfully with the growing fibre
around it. The Bifasciated Lark (Alaemon alaudipes) is a delightful bird. It has
an absurdly long bill and long legs and it is hard to realise it is not a Limi-
colae in its general appearance and method of running about on the sand among
desert bushes. Its upward flight and volplane descent as it sings its delightful,
distance carrying song must be seen and heard as I have no words to describe
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them. Locating these birds is by no means easy as they have a ventriloqual note
which seems to carry an immense distance. However our experience of the species
is that once »the territory« of a pair is discovered, the extremely conspicuous
nest, planted right on the top of the normal fleshy leaved desert bushes and
fully open to the sky, is by no meant difficult to find.

On this visit to Touggourt, we were too early and only found one partly
built nest by watching a pair one early morning just after sunrise, however more
were found here at a later date by my companions.

Passage migrants, 1 do not propose to say much about or attempt to detail.
We saw scores of many many species, resting on the northward journey to Europe
and there were few known to my readers that we did not see during our stay
in Algeria.

On March 13th, we returned to Biskra and at once commenced serious work
on foot in the vicinity or by means of a hired motorcar for localities we had
notes of and which could be reached by road within 25 miles. A question often
asked one by those who know a little of the Algerian Sahara and a great deal
less about birds is »What sort of birds did you find there, I never saw any ?«
The answer to the query is that one finds birds in pathes in certain categories
of desert country and it takes time to get the necessary experience of where
and how to look for them. Birds are inconspicuous and there is little life and
joy in them as we know them in FEurope. Rarely does one see them in the air
and perhaps more rarely does one hear them call or sing, but birds there are
and plenty, given the suitable ground.

Near Biskra itself, acres of stony ground was the home of the Algerian
desert lark (Ammomanes deserti algeriensis), quite common and rather inconspi-
cuous. Their nests, normally shielded by some stone lying at an angle of forty:
five degrees and nearly always a not inconspicuous collection of little stones and
flakes of dry earth arranged as a breastwork across the open approach to the
nest. The nest, a soft white pad of vegetable down and the normal clutch of
3—4 eggs.

On the steep sides of dried up watercourses and the high mud banks of
the Oued Biskra, the most tvpical bird was probably the beautiful Tristram's
Chat (Oenanthe lugens halophila). Given the necessary small hole it was by no
means difficult to spot the collection of small stones which always partially
blocked the mouth of the hole leading to the nest, which latter might be anything
from an inch or two to, say, two feet into the bank. Occasionally one came across
a pair which appeared to lack all intelligence. This was when the entrance to the
hole sloped down to the outside at a steep angle. Here the stones laboriously
carried and placed in position would straightaway fall to the ground level beneath
and soon became absurdly conspicuous and quite useless as a protectory barrier
against snakes and other reptiles. I assume that these stone barriers are entirely
a protection against reptiles.

The eggs are of a milky blue colour with faintly red speckled ends and
normally number 3—4.

Another species of Wheatear which becomes common in the mountainous
and rocky country on the northern outskirts of the desert proper is the shy but
somewhat conspicuous Black Wheatear (Oenanthe leucura syenitica). I have already
mentioned stone breastworks in the case of two species but here the barrier becomes
really ridiculous. Literally cataracts of stones point out the nesting holes of the
species, of course absurdly conspicuous in most cases but naturally every hole
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a Black Wheatear has ever occupied in the course of ages, has its stone barrier and
one finds many more old nests than new ones so one has many disappointments.
The normal clutch is 3—35 and the majority of eggs are probably much incubated
and hatched before March is out.

Of Crested Larks (Galerida) there are two species and various races of each
of these species throughout Algeria. As the two species are practically indistingui-
shable in the field, the careful oologist is only justified in collecting their eggs after
he has obtained one of the birds from any nest found; an unpleasant necessity,
only tempered by the fact that Galerida is common enough and eggs completely
valueless without this one and only method of unimpeachable verification.

Undoubtedly the rarest and most interesting species of bird one met with
near Biskra was that somewhat remarkable desert lark, Rhamphocorys clot:bey.
We came across one pair on a certain stony plain ringed by hills and were thrilled
by the prospect of finding their nest and learning something of their habits.
Alas! although seen on several occasions in more or less the same place, they
never appeared to be doing anything but feed and invariably made off in a northerly
direction until lost to sight and we never got nearer to finding a nest, perhaps
the greatest prize attainable by any ornithologist in the Algerian Sahara, than
seeing this one pair.

It was on March 18th, that we explored a range of hills not many miles
to the north of Biskra and here we had the good fortune to flush an African
Buzzard (Buteo ferox cirtensis) from its nest, containing the large clutch of 4,
moderately incubated, eggs. Subsequently two more nests were found, containing
the more normal clutch of three eggs each. Beyond being redder in colouration
the birds present no marked feature in the field, as compared with B. buteo of Europe.

It was on March 19th that we took our first Moorish Raven’s (Corvus corax
tingitanus) nest. Nothing abnormal about it as compared with cliff nesting Ravens
in Europe and the nest contained six fresh eggs. On March 20th, I was lucky
to take another, containing the large clutch of seven fresh eggs and subsequently,
abouth a month later, saw other nests in the high mountains of Northern Algeria,
where breeding takes place considerably later than in the Northern Sahara.

Various expeditions were made by motor car to sandy desert to the south
of Biskra and having discovered a large area of ridge and furrow desert covered
with desert scrub and occasional Zizyphus bushes, we found much to interest us.
The Houbara Bustard (Chlamydotis undulata) was seen occasionally and one of
my companions was brought in two sets, each of two eggs, by an Arab but we
newer saw a nest in situ. Coursers (Cursorius gallicus) were common on the stony
patches of desert which were frequent among the sandy wastes, but here again
we were never lucky enough to come across their eggs. A good and unexpected
find was the three eggs of a very tame, presumed Senegal Sandgrouse (Pterocles
senegallus); just a scrape among stones but my efforts to obtain the bird from
the nest were unfortunately unavailing thanks to having only my small 7 mm.
collecting gun with me that day. Far too small for such a large bird, even though
it approached within 20 metres of me.

Two other species of Sandgrouse (P. orientalis et P. alchata caudacutus) were
frequently seen and [ was sure that the nest I found could not be ascribed to
either of them but I was not so sure of a fourth species (P. coronatus) whose
eggs, | understand, have not as vet been taken in North Africa by any competent
ornithologist.

Wheatears (Oenanthe) were a great feature of this particular patch of desert
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and these nested mainly in the holes of some species of desert rodent that is very
common. We had bad luck with Oenanthe moesta as the only two nests found
contained well:grown young, while up to mid April, we appeared to be too early
for O. deserti homochroa. Several building nests were found in recesses on the
side of sandy hillocks or beneath roadside clods of earth, but by the time we
left the neighbourhood, on April 13th, only one nest as yet contained two fresh eggs.

That absurd little bird, the Desert Scrub Warbler (Scotocerca inquieta sahari)
was found to be common. I advisedly describe it absurd, as it is hard to imagine
anything more comical than these little brown mites as they hop and dodge
among the desert bushes. We found quite a number of their globular Troglodytes
type nests in the low bushes, but none we found ever contained more than
5 eggs, while four and even three appeared to be the normal full clutch.

As regards the Babbler (Crateropus fulvus), which we saw in parties on
several occasions in desert scrub, we only found one nest and that was already
old for the young were well grown and flying in the neighbourhood. Zizyphus
bushes, terrible for their thorns, but beloved by the Desert Grey Shrike (which
we had already met with at Touggourt) were always objects of interest to us
and an upstanding Zizyphus, as often as not had a grey Shrike perched conspicu-
ously on top of it. This would be a signal to halt our motor car and go and
make investigation. However we were extraordinarily unlucky as the big majority
of the nests we saw contained young in various stages of development.

The town of Biskra itself was mainly interesting, ornithologically, for its
House Buntings (Emberiza striolata sahari). This species was extremely common
and we had no difficulty in procuring a guide to take us round the Arab quarter
to hunt for nests and eggs in the mud dwellings. It is a fallacy to believe that
Arabs always refuse admittance to strange men to their houses for fear of con:
taminating their women folk. Many were the mud hovels we entered and the
majority contained women, who made no sort of objection to our collecting what
Buntings eggs we liked. In some cases these charming and confiding little birds
had their nests in niches or on roof supporting pillars of crowded main living
rooms, filled with acrid smoke from the domestic hearths placed on the floor.
This species is undoubtedly »sacred« to many Arabs and so it doubtless would
be to any bird lover in Europe. The clutch appears to be neither more or less
than 3—4. One nest was seen in the crown of a palm tree, another in an old
Swallow’s mud shell, while away from villages they nest in niches and recesses
of caves and cliffs, so are by no means entirely dependent upon man for nesting sites.

Among the Biskra date palms, various species of birds nested, among others
Doves, Blackbirds, Goldfinches, Serin finches etc, but nests were by no means
easy to find, as they were normally on the crowns of 10 metre high palms and
only liable to be found by natives when up the trees for work in connection
with the pollination of the date flowers.

There are as yet three more interesting bird species that can be hunted for
with hope of succes, with Biskra as a base. One was the desert form of the Barbary
Partridge (Alectoris barbara spatzi) and we saw it both in desert scrub and also
in the rugged hills towards the northern border of the desert. Only one nest
was seen in situ and that was well concealed in the centre of a big clump of
esparto grass growing on a rugged mountain side. The second was the well known
Trumpeter Bullfinch (Erythrospiza githaginea zedlitzi) and we saw numbers of
these charming little birds on stony hillsides and rocky ravines on the northern
fringe of the desert. The few nests we found were tucked away into niches in



1931. I. sz. KOCSAG 11

rock boulders or the earth or rock sides of watercourses, but we never had much
luck with this common species and several nests contained young before we dis-
covered where to look for them. The third I have yet to mention is the Rock
Sparrow (P. petronia barbara), an elusive and difficult bird to get at the nest of.
As often as not one can see them going into some crack or other of a friable
mud cliff where even with a rope conditions are bad, not to say dangerous.

The nearest I got to a nest was by seeing a number of birds carrying buil-
ding material down a deep dry bottomed well on a mountain side. I was lowered
down on the end of a rope and found it singularly unpleasant. The earthy sides
of the well showered on to my head while the heat and stuffiness were most
pronounced. Of nests I saw not a sign but I did not descend more than half
way down to the bottom, which was always in reasonably clear view.

On April 14th we moved to El Kantara, the gate of the desert. Here we were
living in a rocky defile flanked by great cliffs and through which road, river and
railway debouched into the desert. Among others, new birds seen here were
Choughs, Rock Buntings, Blue and Common Rock Thrushes and Barbary falcons
(P. pyrrhocorax, Emberiza cia africana, Monticola solitarius et M. saxatilis et Falco
peregrinus pelegrinoides). On one occasion we even saw Gypa¥tus b. barbatus,
as we did also on two occasinos near Biskra.

However EI Kantara was somewhat unfruitful as regards actual nests and
eggs found but it was a delightful change from the heat of the desert.

On April 18th, we moved to Batna and were now in a delightful country
of cornfields, rolling hills studded with juniper, ilex and aleppo pine. No longer
did we feel too hot, in fact one day it snowed quite heavily for a short time,
while all the birds, and there were many, were full of the joy of love and spring-
time and could be seen and heard in all directions. It was all such a delightful
contrast to all we had been through in the way of sand, heat and elusive bird life.

Perhaps the most typical bird of the ilex scrub country was the Chaffinch
(Fringilla coelebs africana), here in Algeria, markedly different in appearance to
its well known European relative, but in other respects similar in all ways. A
curiously late breeder for North Africa, we thought, and the majority of pairs
did not appear to have as yet commenced to nest.

The Moorish Magpie, (P. pica mauritanica) was found nesting freely in the
denser patches of ilex but it suffers severely from the Arab herd boys and the
majority of the nests we came across had already been robbed. Neither nests or
eggs show any marked differences as compared with those of our Furopean bird,
but here again we have a sub:species that at once attracts the eye as being different
to our familiar home bird.

Perhaps the most striking bird, which is often to be seen in the Juniper
overgrown patches amid or bordering the ilex, is Moussier’s Redstart (Phoeni-
curus moussieri). Much like our Redstart in appearance buth with totally different
nesting habits, for the nest is normally placed in or near the base of a juniper
bush. One nest I saw was well concealed in a clump of coarse grass. The eggs
are either of two strongly contrasting types namely blue or pure white and the
full clutch appears to be four.

Two other interesting scrub inhabitants are Tristrams’ Desert Warbler (Sylvia
deserticola) and the North African form of the Subalpine Warbler (Sylvia can-
tillans inornata) but it was as yet early for nests by the time we left this dis-
trict on May 2nd. On the open plain, largely corn covered, round the town of
Batna itself, were various delightful songsters such as Calandra, Short:toed and
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Sky:Larks. (Melanocorypha c¢. calandra, Calandrella brachydactyla rubiginosa,
Alauda arvensis harterti) while on the borders of the plain and scrub were
Tawny Pipits and Wood Larks (Anthus campestris et Lullula arborea harterti).

One three day trip made by the Admiral and myself from Batna was to
entirely different country, namely the Aurés mountains which are densely clothed
with magnificent cedar forests, to near their summits. The most interesting bird
species seen on this trip was Seebohm’s Wheatear (O. oenanthe seebohmi). At
least one pair and an odd bird or two were observed at some 2000 metres above
sea level on more or less snowzcovered and rockzstrewn ground well above tree
limit. This was on 2lst April and it was certainly too early for nests. Nesting
sites of both the Barbaryafalcon (Falco peregrinus pelegrinoides) and Lanner
falcon (Falco biarmicus erlangeri) were discovered and reached by means of ropes
laid over the edges of small precipices. These contained white down covered
voungsters on April 23rd. The note of the Algerian Green Woodpecker (Picus
vaillanti) was often heard amid the great cedar forests but the only nesting site
found was not here but near Batna and it held five slightly incubated eggs on
April 30th.

Moorish Ravens (Corvus corax tingitanus) were at this altitude, now only
building or laying as compared with those we had found with complete clut:
ches of eggs a month previously near Biskra.

On May 2nd I moved further north, by myself, to Hammam Mesquotine.
There [ was almost within sight of the Mediterranean seaboard and again the
bird fauna showed marked differences. The Admiral had now returned to England,
while the Colonel had gone on a visit elsewhere and did not join me until
a few days later.

Woodchat Shrikes (Lanius senator) now abounded and nested freely in the
innumerable olive trees which were a feature of the landscape and I was lucky
in finding two nests which contained the rare erythrystic type egg. As my readers
doubtless know, erythrysism is very common with L. collurio but curiously enough
quite an exception with L. senator.

An entirely new species to me was the Dusky Bulbul (Pycnonotus b. barbatus);
cheerful noisy birds which were frequently to be seen among the palm trees
growing in the garden of the comfortable hotel where we were staying. This is no
doubt a late breeder and the parties we saw on our arrival at this place did not
dissipate into pairs until about May 7 th, thereafter, one would see them in dense
scrub where they were doubtless about to nest. A not uncommon and interesting
bird that we more often heard than saw was Cetti's Warbler (Cettia cetti). The
remarkable staccato note bursts forth at intervals from densely overgrown water:
courses and in my experience in Southern Spain and Africa, the nests are only
to be found over or in the vicinity of water. All the nests I have ever found
were discovered in an exactly similar way, and the method was as follows:
[ located a bird by hearing its note proceeding from some densely overgrown
watercourse. Clad in strong clothes and gloves as a protection from thorns and
armed with a big knife, [ now forced my way to the bed of the stream and slowly
and methodically fought and hacked my way up or down stream as the case
required, closely scanning the overhanging creepers to right and left and overhead
for an inconspicuous hay coloured nest suspended anything from two feet to six
feet, either immediately over the stream itself or in its immediate vicinity. I cannot
call to mind a nest supported by green herbage. It was always in the dead stems
of a species of smilax that hangs in festoons from the trees, in dead bamboo and
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sometimes in bramble. The remarkable and singularly beautiful red eggs, always
four or three in my experience, are a welcome reward for much exhausting work
in stuffy heat and the loss of a considerable amount of skin and damage to clothes
by reason of the awful undergrowth!

Where, as at Hammam Mesquotine, the actual water of some of the streams
is hot and sulphur impregnated as the result of local thermalaction, Cetti »crashing«
becomes rather beyond a joke!

At this place again, another Crested Lark sub:species was prevalent. The soil
is now dark coloured and the local G. theklae harterti is chocolate coloured instead
of pale and washed out as in the desert. For a change there appeared to be only
one species of Crested Lark ie. no form of Cristata. The Chaffinches (Fringilla
coelebs africana) were now beginning to nest seriously and one very precocious
pair actually had young even though the majority were barely, as yet, laying.
Corn Buntings (Emberiza calandra) were extremely common and sat on various
prominent bits of herbage and wailed out their discontented song. The true Barbary
Partridge (Alectoris b. barbara) was extremely common and for some days | was
puzzled by their curious cries. One nest was found by flushing a bird almost
under foot. That handsome Sparrow, the Spanish (Passer hispaniolensis) was now
nesting on tRe hotel buildings, but also in an.amazing great colony in a group
of olive trees. [ examined large numbers of nests but few had complete complements
of eggs by May 9th and there appeared to be remarkably little variation in
their eggs as compared with P. domesticus of Europe.

This article had now become a very long one, much longer than the Editor
of »Kocsage probably wishes for, so it is quite time I closed with a final note
to the effect that my readers should realise that there are many species of birds
which I have not even mentioned but the majority of them are only the North
African forms of common European ones and quite indistinguishable as such,
except to a museum expert.

To me there are more interesting places than Algeria from an ornithological
point of view, since, inspite of its vastness, there appear to be few unsolved
problems as regards its bird fauna. It has however a charm of its own and a great
variety of »terrain« which can be glanced over without undue difficulty, in the
course of any one spring.

KET TAVASZI HONAP ALGIRBAN
frta: CONGREVE W. MAITLAND,

MULT esztenddben, a madarak fész:

kelésének foidején, marcius 4-6t6l
maj. 11zéig Algirban tartézkodtam. Ily
nagy foldteriileten, mely magiban fog:
lal féltropikus tengerpartot, jol mivelt
fensikokat, erdésitett s gyakran hoval
boritott hegyeket, itt-ott sosvizli técsak-
kal és datolyapalma-oazisokkal megsza:
kitott homoksivatagot, mar eleve valto:-
zatos és helyhez kotott madarfaunara
szamithatunk. Két hénap alatt természe:-
tesen csak foliiletes betekintést nyer-

hetiink az egyes tijak madarvilagéba,
mely hosszabb, tobb évre terjed6 tanul-
manyozdast érdemel. Algir ma elég kony-
nyen kozelithet6 meg. A wvastutvona:
lakon kiviil meglehetés jo utak még a
Szaharaban is taldlhaték. A turistak fout:
vonalain a szdlloddk ugyan nem olcsok,
ami a rovid téli és tavaszi turistaszezon:
ban leli magyarazatat, azonkiviil abban,
hogy az élelmet a termékeny északi
régiokbol kell odaszallitani. Az oda
utazni szandékozo6 ornithologus jol te-
szi, ha elére lefoglal maganak szallast,
mert a f6szezonban nagyon sok alkalmi
turista latogatja e vidéket, akiknek aszal:
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loddk a francia utazasi irodikkal kotott
szerzodésiik értelmében szallast adni ko-
telesek. Igy megtorténhet, hogy egy
varatlanul automobilon megérkez6 tu-
ristatirsasdg a gyanutlan ornithologust
kitessékeli szobaiabol.

Mirc. 5:én Constantine:zban két ki
valé ornithologushoz, Lynes ellenten:
gernagyvhoz és Meiklejohn ezredeshez
csatlakoztam. A virosban szamos Deli-
chon urbica meridionalis:t littunk egy
nagy épiileten elhelyezett fészkeik kortil
ropkodni, mig a kiilvirosokban néhany
Ciconia ciconia tatarozta fészkét. Egy
nagy szakadék falan sok Corvus mone:
dula cirtensis, Columba livia és néhany
Falco tinnunculus vagy naumanni volt.
Minthogy Constantine:ban a még hideg
id6jaras késleltette a fészeképités meg:-
indulasat, marc. 6:4n Biskriba tivoztunk.
A lehet6 legrosszabb wvasuti utunk al:
kalmaval csupan pacsirtikat, néhany
ragadozot és fészkiiket tatarozé fehér
golyat lattunk. Egy kisebb kirandula-
sunkon az Qued:Biskra:volgybe, szuhar:
bujokkal (Cisticola) talilkoztunk, Marc.
8:an Tuggurt:-ba érkeztiink, amely egész-
ségtelen arab varos s ornithologiailag
keveset nyujt. Legtobb idénket a Lanius
excubitor elegans és az Alaemon alau-
dipes fészkének folkeresésére forditottuk.
Elobbinek mar fiai is voltak. Fészke nem
igen valik el kornyezetétdl a datolya:-
palméik korondjaban. Az Alaemon de:
serti fészke viszont konnyen taldlhato
meg a sivatagi bozét csuacsan. Ez al:
kalommal azonban koran érkeztiink s
csak egy megkezdett fészket taldltunk.

Utunk alkalméaval rendkiviil sok
Eurépaba visszatéré vandormadarat fi-
gyelhettiink meg.

Maire. 13:4n visszatértiink Biskraba
s alaposan nekifogtunk a koérnyék at:
kutatisihoz. Az Ammomanes deserti
algeriensis itt kozonséges. Fészkét ren:
desen kiallé ko6 ald épiti s torlasz gya-
nant apré koveket és folddarabkikat
rak bejarata koré. A tojasok szama ren=
desen 3—4. Oued:Biskra szdraz vizerei-
nek meredek partjain a legjellemzébb

madar az Oenanthe lugens halophila,
mely a fészkéhez vezetd lireg bejaratat
szintén kovecskékkel rakja koriil, hogy
a cstszémaszok ellen megvédje. A he-
gyesssziklas tijakon a félénk Oenanthe
leucura syenitica él, mely még er6sebb
torlaszt épit kovekbol fészke elé, mint
elobb emlitett két tirsa. A legritkabb és
legérdekesebb madar Biskra kornyékén a
Ramphocorys clot:bey, melybél csak egy
part lattunk, de fészkét nem talaltuk.

Mirc. 18zdn Biskratol északra hal-
mos vidéken Buteo ferox cirtensis:t za:
vartunk fol fészkérsl, melyben 4 tojas
fekiidt. Azutin még két masik fészket
is talaltunk 3—3 tojassal. Mairc. 19:én
talaltuk a Corvus corax tingitanus elsé
fészkét 6 friss tojassal, marc. 20:4n me:
gint talaltam egy fészket 8 friss tojassal.
Autékiranduldsaink alkalmaval a Biskré:
tol délre elteriil6 homoksivatagba a
Chlamydotis undulatazt észleltiitk, s az
egyik tidrsamnak sikeriilt 2 fészekaljat
is szereznie egy arabtol, de a fészket a
helyszinén nem lattuk. A Cursorius
gallicus kozonséges volt, de fészkére nem
akadtunk. Nagyon megoriiltiink azon:
ban annak a 3 tojisnak, melyet valé:
sziniileg a Pterocles senegallus tojasanak
kell tartanunk. Azonkiviil gyakran lat:
tuk még a Pterocles orientalis:t és a
P. alchata caudacutus:t.

Hantmadarak (Oenanthe) gyakoriak
voltak a sivatag eme részén, fészkiik
rendesen egy sivatagi rdgcsalo tiregeiben
volt elhelvezve. Az Qenanthe moesta
két fészkében azonban csupan nagy fié-
kakat talaltunk, az Oenanthe deserti
homochroa egy fészkébol pedig csupin
2 tojast sikeriilt szedniink. Az apré
Scotocerca inquieta sahari kozonséges
volt. Az Okorszem fészkéhez hasonlod
gombolyt fészkét 3—5 tojassal alacsony
bokrokban taldltuk. A Crateropus ful:
vusznak csupan egy fészkét sikeriilt meg:-
talalunk, melybol a fiokdk mér kirepiiltek.
A Zizyphus:bokrokon ilé Lanius excu-
bitor elegans:zszal sem voltunk szeren:
csések, a legtdbb fészekben mar fiokak
ultek,
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Magaban Biskra varosiban az Em:
beriza striolata sahari nagyon gyakori
fészkeld. Egy vezetovel az arabok lakta
negyedbe indultunk fészkeinek és toja-
sainak folkeresésére. A nagyobbrészt
arab noktsl lakott kunyhékba nagy
meglepetésiinkre szabadon betérhettiink
s akadalytalanul wvégezhettiitk gyiuijtése:
inket. A fészkek egy része a tetdt ta-
maszto oszlopokon volt elhelyezve, egyet
egy péalma korondjiaban, egy masikat
régi fecskefészekben lattunk. A falva:
kon kiviul sziklatiregben is kolt. Fészek:
alja 3—4 tojasbol all.

A datolyapilmak kozott galambok,
feketerigok, tengelicék, csicsorkék stb.
is fészkeltek, de fészkitk nem volt
kénnyen a 10 m magas koronikban el:
érhetdé. Ez csak akkor valt lehetové,
mikor a bennsziilottek a pilmavirig be:
porzisa érdekében folmasztak a fakra.

Biskra kornyékérsl még folemlitem
az Alectoris barb. spatzi-t, melynek egyet:
len fészkét esparto-fti kozott talaltuk,
az Erythrospiza githaginea zedlitzi:t a
szikldis domboldalakon, fészkében mar
fickak uiltek és a Petronia petronia bar:
bara:t, mely fészeképitéssel volt elfog:
lalva, egy kiszaradt kutban.

Apr. 14:én El Kantarit, a sivatag
kapujat kerestiitk fol s itt a szikldk kozott
tanyizva Pyrrhocorax pyrrhocorax:-ot,
Emberiza cia africana-t, Monticola soli-
tarius-t, M. saxatilisst és Falco peregri-
nus pelegrinoides:t, s6t egy alkalommal
Gypadtus barbatus barbatus:t is figyel-
hettiink meg, melyet két izben Biskra
mellett is lattunk.

Apr. 18-4n Batndba érkeztiink, ahol
a vetések, bordkaval, ilexzszel és aleppo-
fenyovel ben6tt domboldalak kellemesen
hatottak rink a sivatag tikkaszté forrd:-
sagi utin. A fajszamban megnovekedett
madarak siirgése igazi tava zi képet va:
razsolt elénk. Az ilex:szel benoétt vidék
legjellemz6bb madara a Fringilla coelebs
africana, legtobbje ebben az el6rehaladott
évszakban azonban még alig fogott hozza
a fészeképitéshez. A Pica pica maurita-
nica a stirtibben 4ll6 ilex-bokrokra rakja

fészkét, melyet az arab pasztorfiuk ren:
desen megdézsmalnak. A boréka kozott
leginkdbb a Phoenicurus moussieri ttinik
szembe. Fészkét a bokrok tovébe rakja.
4 tojast tojik, melyek kék vagy tiszta
fehér szintiek. A bozoét két mis érdekes
lakéja a Sylvia deserticola és a Sylvia can-
tillans inornata. Minthogy fészkiik folke:
resésére koran érkeztiink, a vidéket ma-
juss 2:an elhagytuk sa Biskra kornyéki
vetéssel boritott lapalyt kerestitk fol,
ahol Melanocorypha calandra calandra-
val, Calandrella brachydactyla rubigi-
nosa:-val, Alauda arvensis hartertizvel,
Anthus campestriszszel és Lullula arbo:-
rea hartertizvel talilkoztunk.

Innen Lynes ellentengernaggyal ha:-
rom napos kirdnduldsra az Aures:hegy:-
ségbe indultam, melyet a magasabb ré:
giokban gyonyora cédruserdoék bori:
tanak. A legérdekesebb madar a fanovés
hataran tul, a héval boritott sziklis ta-
lajon, mintegy 2000 méter magasan az
QOenanthe oenanthe seebohmi. Megta-
laltuk a Falco peregrinus pelegrinoides
és a Falco biarmicus erlangeri fészkét
is, melyekhez csak kotelek segitségével
férkozhettimk. Apr. 13:4an fehér pelyhes
fiockak tltek bennitk. A nagy cédrus:
erdokben sokszor hallottuk a Picus
vaillanti hangjat. Egvetlen, 5 tojasbdl
allé fészekaljat dpr. 30-4an Batna koze:
lében sikeriilt megtaldlnunk. A Corvus
corax tingitanus ebben a magassigban
még csak fészeképitéssel vagy tojaslera:
kassal volt elfoglalva.

M3j. 2:4n tovabb északra, Hammam
Mesquotine:be utaztam, ahol ismét mas
madarakra bukkantam. A szdamtalan
olajfakon a Lanius senator fészkelt. Nagy
oromomre sikeriilt ennek a madarnak
két voroses fészekaljat megtalimom. A
tojasok erythrismusa a Lanius collurio-
nal igen gyakori, a Lanius senatorznal
azonban kivételes jelenség. Ujdonsag
volt szamomra a szallodam koéruli pal-
makon tartézkodé Pycnonotus barbatus
barbatus, késébb fészkének megépitése
céljabdl a stird bozétba vonul. Gyakran
hallottuk a Cettia cetti hangjat, 3—4
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gyonyoru piros tojist tartalmazé fészke
vizmelletti stirtiségben all s nagyon ne:
hezen hozzaférhetd., A sotét talajon a
csokoladészinti Galerida theklae harterti
futkosott. A Fringilla coelebs africana
itt mar serényen épitette fészkét, egy
parnak mar fiokii voltak. Az Emberiza
calandra ¢és az Alectoris barbara barbara
nagyon gyakori volt. A Passer hispa:

Cikkem hossztira nyalt s ezért még
csak azt emlitem, hogy az altalam be:-
utazott teriilleten még sok mis madir is
¢l. Ezeknek legtobbje azonban csak
északafrikai alakja az Eurépaban el6for-
dul6 madaraknak. Kétségteleniil vannak
az ornithologus szdmira Algirnal érde:
kesebb teriiletek is, azonban Algir val:
tozatos foldjének is megvan a varizsa:

niolensis a szallodai épiileteken fészkelt, egy tavasszal attekinthetd, anélkiil, hogy
azonkiviil foltiné nagy kolonia egy tulsigosan firasztana.
olajfacsoportban.

A KERESZTCSORU (LOXIA CURVIROSTRA L)
ELETE ES FOGASA

irta JESZENSZKY KALMAN m. kir. féerd6tanicsos, Kecskemét.
1 fényképpel.

felé, itt-ott egy éles trippstripp hang iiti meg fiiliinket. A hang utdn

indulva tarka, kiilonféle szinti madartarsasdgraakadunk, mely tovabb is nyu:
godtan bontogatja a licfeny6 tobozait, mikozben csoritk és libuk segitségével érde:
kesebbnél-érdekesebb tornamutatvanyokat végez. Ezek a madarak a keresztcsoriiek
(Kreuzschnabel, Krummschnabel, Krenesz). Neviiket keresztbeallé kampds csoriik
utin kaptik, mely a monda szerint akkor gorbiilt meg, mikor Krisztus Urunk
keresztrefeszitése alkalmaval a szogeket a keresztfabol ki akartik huazni.

A Karpatokban eléfordulé keresztesért hossza 15— 17 cm, szarnyhossza 8—10
cm, farkhossza 6—7 cm, cs6ére pedig 1'8—22 cm. Z6mok, erés termeta madar.
Néhai Biirger Mihaly kormocbanyai neves madarész, kiillon csoportba sorozta az
ugynevezett lengyel nagvkeresztcsoriit (Polaken Krenesz, Loxia pityopsittacus
Bechst.), mely szerinte sokkal nagyobb és erdsebb hangt s amely inkabb csak
az északibb videkeken él és csak nagy ritkan jelenik meg a Karpatokban. Jémagam
sohasem fogtam ilyet. A kdarpati keresztcsérti szine nagyon valtozé. Amikor a
fészekbol kirepiil, mindegyik vildgos alapon, vildgos és sétét barnanpettyes. A him
rendszerint sdtétebb, mint a néstény. Ezt a szint azonban mar az elsé évben a
tél bealltaig elveszti. A him megpirosodik, a néstény ellenben sziirke és olajzéldes
ruhat 6lt. Ha egy pirosodé him fogsagba keriil, attél az id6tol kezdve a kinové
aj tollak mar nem pirosak, hanem zoldek. Ennek az oka, szerintem, a taplaléknak
a tollak szinére valé hatisiban keresendd. A szabadban sem lesznek mindig tiszta
pirosak, hanem tobbnyire zold foltosak. A keresztcsériit az elsé évben a felvidéki
német madaridsz »Maiusling«znak, vagyis vedlének nevezi, mert a keresztcséra
elsé évében egész nyaron at vedlik. Gyakran megtorténik azonban, hogy a 2k,
esetleg a 3-ik koltésbol sziarmazé fiataloknal a vedlés télig nem tokéletesen fejezodik
be, az esetben még a kovetkezd év tavaszan is tarkik, azokat »zujahrige Mauslinge,
vagyis megel6z6 évi vedléknek hivjak.

A hangjukat illetdleg vannak tiszta: és torotthanguak. A tisztahanguak
kozétt is vannak vékonyabb és vastagabb hangtiak. Elébbiek a »Gip-lereke,

HA a Karpatok fenyvesein keresztiil haladunk nyaron, délel6tt avagy este:
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