APRO KOZLEMENYEK

Sarki buvar eléforduliasa Matraszelén. 1966 oktéber végén az egyik métra-
szelei vaddsz a volt kiilszini banyafejtés tavan két sarki buvart 16tt, amelyek
tobb napja ott tartozkodtak. Egyik napon egyiitt két darab tékésrécével.
Elmondta a vaddsz, hogy a kiilszini fejtés vizében (15—20 m) sok apré hal
talalhato. Kh. 7 db. tartézkodott a tavon. A kérdéses iddszakban enyhe,
tiszta Oszi idGjaras uralkodott. (Matraszele, Nograd megyében Salgétarjintol
kb. 8—10 km-re fekszik.)

dr. Ruzsik Mihdly

Kiskéesagtelep Arokté hataraban. A hortobdgyi halastavak, valamint
mocsarak hatalmas tdplalékgytijto tertiletként szolgdlnak a gémfélék csaldd-
janak valamennyi hazai képviselGje szamara. A fin fészkels fajok fészkelési
lehetOségei azonban korlatozottak. Ezért a sziirkegém, tistokos gém, kisko-
esag, valamint a bakesd a Tisza menti kdrises, égeres nyarerdékben telepszik
meg legszivesebben. Nacy LAszrLo meghgyeleqe szerint (Aquila 1948—51) a
negyvenes években kb. 300 fészekbdl allé telepiik volt Egyek kozségtdl
mintegy 5 km-re levé , Mardz”-nak nevezett erdében. Ez az erdd ma mar nem
létezik. 1964 junius 14-én Aroktd hatardban hasonlé nagysign telepet talil-
tam. A lakott fészkek megszdmlalisa messzelatéoval szinte lehetetlen, valo-
szintleg joval t6bb, mint adataimbdl kitlinik: sziirkegém 112—158, bakes6
70—80, kiskocsag 39, iistokos gém 32 volt megallapithaté. 1965 majus 4-én
valamennyi fentemlitett faj megtalalhato volt, s6t 16 db nagykardkatonat is
lattam. Jtnius 18-4n az aldbbi lakott fészkeket sikeriilt a magas drvizzel elon-
tott erdérészben megszamlilnom: sziirkegém 84, bakesoé 120—130, kiskdcsag
54, nagykardkatona 6 fészek. A karokatonik az erds 4rka és a Tisza kozt levé
alacsony korisfara fészkeltek. Ustokos gémet a ma]us 4-i el6fordulas ellenére
nem figyeltem meg. Az 1964., valamint 1965. évi megfigyeléseim szerint az
erdGben feltételezhets a feketegélya fészkelése is, melyek minden kiszillasom
alkalmaval az erd6bdl repiiltek fel. Fészkiikre azonban hosszas keresés utin
sem taldltam.

Kovdes Béla

Meddé golyak Hortobagyon és Biharugran. Fészkelési és fidknevelési id-
szakban tortént hortobégyi és biharugra-i kiszallasaim alkalméval feltlint a
csoportosan, naphosszat dcsorgo, valoszinii meddd gélyik (Ciconia ciconia)
nagy szama. A gélyikat a Debrecentél Fiizesabony felé vezetd orszagtton
a Hortobigy el6tt levé 78—82-es kilométerkovek kozti (Ujvarosi lapos),
valaminta Fényes tavak utdna 45—55-6s kilométer jelzések kozti utszakaszon
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20. dbra. Vedld guia;rr.’. elhullatott kéz- és karevezd tollai 1967. junius 10-én, a kardoskiiti
legelon

Fig. 20. Lost primaries and secundaries of moulting Storks on the pasture of Kardoskuit,
the 10th of June 1967
Foto: Dr. Sterbetz I.

(Kilatoilapos) talaltam, majd minden esetben ugyanazon a helyen, a tocsogék
partjin. A gilyik szamanak alakuldsa a kovetkezd volt: 1965. V. 5. Ujvarosi
lapos 14 db, Kildtéi lapos 54 db, 1965. V. 20. Ujvdrosi lapos 31 db, Kil4dto6i
lapos 48 (lb 1965. VL. 16. Ujvarosi lapos 19 db, Kilatoi lapos 22 db. 1965.
VI. 18. Ujvarosi lapos egy sem, Kilatdi lapos 31 db. 1965. VII. 5. Ujvarosi
lapos 11 db, Kilatéi lapos 38 db.

Biharugran a golyalx a Begécesi halastavaktol délre, Geszt felé esé teriileten
tartozkodtak egész nyiaron at, nagy csapatban. — 1965. VI. 10. 42 db, VII. 3.
51 db, VII. 9. 34 db.

Kovdes Béla

Vedlé golyak gyiilekezése Kardoskiton. 1967. jinius 6 —10 kozt nap-nap
utan egy Gtven fonyi, vedld golyacsapat szokatlan latvinydban gyonyorkod-
tem a kardoskuti természetvédelmi teriileten. A részben teljesen ropképtelen,
részben csak alacsonyan és nehezen repiilé gélyak FaArkas ISTVAN természet-
védelmi ér szerint ekkor mar kb. egy hete tartézkodtak ott. Napkozben zéart
csapatban a kozeli réteken saskaztak és este gyalog kozelitették meg a nagy
szikestd zatonyain levd éjjelezéhelyiiket. A to kornyékén nagy mennyiségt,
kivedlett kar- és kézevezitollat gyljtottiink.

dr. Sterbetz Istvdn
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Atvonuld fehérgdlyak és gyurgyalagok a Déli- Karpatok flatt. Sik -¢és domb-
vidékeinken él6 koltozé madaraink ugy latszik nem mindig vilasztjik a leg-
kionnyebb megoldast az utjukban allé magashegységeken vald tavaszi—oszi
atkelésitk alkalmaval. Errdl féleg az alibbi megfigyelések gyoztek meg.
1964. augusztus 17-én a déli 6rakban a KiralykGhegység 1816 m magas Kis-
kiralyks nevi cstcsa folott haladt 4t egy déliiranyba vonuld 130-as Iétszamn
fehérgolya-csapat (Ciconia ciconia). Néhdiny nappal késobb, aug 21-én egy
18—20-tagn gyurgyalag-csapat (Merops apiaster) repiilt délnek az 1735 m-es
Tamas-csues folott, ugyancsak a Kirdlykoben. E fajjal talilkoztam 1965.
aug. 25-én a Fogarasi-havasban is, ahol nem messze a Déli-Kirpatok leg-
magasabb cstiesatol, a 2543 m magas Moldoveanutol, 2000 és 2200 m-es
t.sz.f.m. kozott, az Ucea Mare patak vilgyében hosszabb idén 4t hallottam

ott id6zé gyurgyalagok hangjat.
Béldi Miklds

(A szerkeszté megjegyzése: A légaramlas iranyaval keresztben hizodo hegyliancok a
légaramlast felfelé kényszeritik, ami a vonulé madarcsapatoknak igen eldnyos, mert
nagyobb megeréltetés nélkiil tekintélyes magassigra emelkedhetnek, ahonnan egyszeri
lesiklassal is jelentds tavolsagokra juthatnak el. Lehetéleg addig, amig ujabb felfelé szallo
lezaramlatba nem iitkéznek, amivel ismét a magasba vitetik magukat. A felfelé szillo
legaramlatoknak (egyéb eredetii is van) ezt a gazdasigos voltat iminden nagyobb tavolsag-
ra vonuld, jo repiilé madarunk igyekszik kihasznalni, elsGsorban a vitorlazo repilés mes-
terei a golyak, daru, nagyobb ragadozok, siralyok stb. A Déli- warpatok nagyjabol kelet—
nyugati iranyban hizodé vonulata ebbél a szemponthdl a lehet 6 legkedvezébbnek latszik
és nines kizarva, hogy éppen ez a koriilmény vonzza a vonulo madaresapatokat. Kivi-
natos volna ezt a kérdést ilyen szempontbol behatobban tanulmanyozni.)

A batla djabh megjelenése Csakanydoroszlohan. A esikinydoroszloi Nagy-
oodornél 1966. X. 3-an harom batla (Plegadis falcinellus) tartézkodott. Ezen
kiviil még egy eléforduldsi adatunk van a kozség teriiletérdl: 1920. év nyarin
hosszabb idén 4t mutatkozott itt kisebb esapatuk.

Csaba Jozsef

Nyari ludak kiltése Baranyaban. A Baranya megyei Sumony kozséghez
tartozd halaston 1965-ben 12 koltGpar volt, amelyek azonban az Arvali-
nozisnak estek aldozatul. 1966. évben nem volt kolto nydri ludunk, de 1967.
évben ismét koltott. Aprilis 4-én littam két ludat a t6 melletti legelon a fész-
k=t azonban a nadvigok kifosztottak, mert a tojasok Gsszetort héjat megtalal-
tam a nidvagok pihendhelyén, A togazdasig vezetdje szerint 1967-ben 2 par
ksltott, illetve kolt, a tavon. Tgy remény van rd, hogy csak az egyik fészek
semmisiilt meg.

Geréby Gyorgy

Biitykiés as6lid a Hortobigyon. 1965. augusztus 30-in ROTH ISTVAN
févadisz biitykos aséludat (Tadorna tadorna L.) hozott a Debreceni Agrar-
tudoményi Féiskola Allattani Tanszéke sziméra, melyet Hortobdgyon 16ttek.

Kovdces Béla

Ustikis récék a Péteri-tavon. 1967 tavaszan harom alkalommal figyeltem
meg iistokosrécéket (Nefta rufina) a Péteri-tavon. III. 12-én 3 him, 1 tojo
tart 6zkodott az I. t6 szélén. ITL. 15-én ugyancsak 3 him, 1 tojé az I. t6 kézepén
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baratrécék (Aythya ferina) tarsasigiban, de a 4 {istokosréce mindig egyiitt
tartott. IV. 3-4n 1 him, 1 toj6 ugyanazon t6 kézepében tartézkodott, szintén
baratrécékkel. Lehetséges, hogy ezek ujabb példanyok, mivel a kozbees6
IIT. 25-i megfigyelésen nem észleltem iistokosrécéket. A IV. 9-i és 1V, 16-i
megfigyeléseken sem lattam ezt a fajt, tehat tovabbvonultak.

Bankovies Attila

Fakdékeselyii Tiszantilon. CsSErNUSs FERENC és 0t vaddsztarsa egybehangzo-
an igazolja, hogy 1967. januéar 14-én, a déli 6rdkban, Telekgerendds hatardban
egy kopasz nyakt ,sast” lattak el6ttiik keresztben édtrepiilni, tolitk kb. 100—
120 1épés tavolsigra és 30 1épés magassidgban. Kérdésemre, hogy milyen szinti
volt, viligos vagy sotét, egybehangzdan azt allitottdk, hogy vildgos és Oriasi
nagy. A madar tehat fakdkeselyt volt.

Nagy Ldszl6

Halaszsasok esoportosulasa. A Baranya megyei sumonyi halastén 1967.
dprilis 4-én 6 db haldszsast lattam egy csoportban — egyméshoz ardnylag
kozel — a halastavi eteté karén iilni. Baranya megyében — de masutt is —
a magam részérdl csak maganos haldszsasokat lattam vagy egyszerre két
példanyt. Csapatos el6forduldsukkal még nem taldlkoztam.

Geréby Gyorgy

Pernis apivorus fészkelése a Pilishen. A Tahi folott fekvé Kis-Biikkteto
oldaldban 1967. nyaran dardzsolyv (Pernis apivorus) koltott. A jo épitésti,
friss 4gakhbol rakott fészket 8—10 m magasan, K-re a Dunédra nézd oldalban
talaltam. A mar mdjus végén kotlott, majdnem teljesen vorosbarna két tojds-
bél janius kozepén keltek ki a fickdk, s julius végeén ropiiltek ki. A koltés
érdekessége, hogy a fészektdl 40—50 m-re barna kénya (Milvus migrans),
150—200 m-re pedig héja (Accipiter gentilis) fészkelt.

, Somogyi Péter

Kis vérese a Bodrogkiozben. 1966. mdjus 17-én Bodrogkeresztir hataraban
az angol ornithologus csoportot vivé autébuszunk a Tokajhegy labdndl a
Bodrogkozzel szemben 4llt meg kb. 1 ordra. Alig értiik el a Bodrog partjit,
a csoport vezetdje L. B.SAGE egy vércse-parra tett figyelmessé, mely ott tar-
tozkodasunk ideje alatt allanddan a sziget magas nyarfai folott mozgott.
SAGE el6z6 évben vezetett hasonlé csoportot Macedénidban és igy jol meg
tudta kiilonboztetni a kis és a vords vércsét. Ez a par kis véresének (Falco
naumanni) bizonyult.

dr. Keve Andrds

Virosvéresék fészkelése Kkihelyezett baromfiélakban. Hortobagy-Varos-
tanydn 1954 évben a vidndorolakba kihelyezett hézitytk természetes tapla-
16kat vizsgaltam. A cickafarkkoérés vorosnadragesenkeszes (Achilleeto- Festu-
cetum pseudovinae) legelére épitett 6lak faldnak tetdvel érintkezd részén vo-
rosvéresék tettek fészkelési kisérletet. Kérésemre a telepvezets a fészkeld
vércséket nem engedte haborgatni. Két fészekalj kikelt. A juniusban kihelye-
zett kiscsirkék a vorosvéreséket megszoktak, t6lik nem féltek.

Kovdes Béla



Csaszarmadar fészkelése Matraszele hataraban. 1965. méjus elsé napjaiban
kaptam a hirt, és V. 9-én megnéztiik a fészket, amely a kozségtdl kb. 1 km-re,
akacerdiben levd drok-oldalban, egy fiatal akicfa t6vénél volt. A tojo szoro-
san iilte a tojasokat. Majus 14-én megnéztiik a fészket, amelyben 9 db tojas
volt. Mar meg voltak torve és a fiokdk csipogasa hallattszott beldliik. Masnap
15-én reggel 8 6rakor még mindig iilte a tojasokat a tojo, délben azonban mér
csak az iires tojashéjak voltak a fészekben.

Varga Ferenc

Parti lile Baranya megyében. A Baranya megyei Sumony kozséghez tartozo
halaston 1967. aprilis 4-én —az egyik leeresztett mellékto iszapos sariban
egy csapat kis lile kozelében — de azoktol mindig kb. 5—10 méter tavolsagban,
maginos parti lilét figyeltem meg. Biztosan felismertem, miutdn médomban
volt huzamosabb ideig egy 45-szoros nagyitisi teleszkoppal is megfigyelni.

Geréby Gyorgy

Sarjaré Kolozsvar hataraban. A Kolozsvar kozelében elteriilé szamosfalvi
szikesen pajzsos cankdk (Philomachus pugnax), véti cankok (Tringa glareola),
fiistos cankok (Trmga erythropus), kis lilék (Charadrius dubius), bibicek (Vanel-
lus vanellus) és torpe parttutok (Calidris temmmchz) tarsasigaban — egy
ezen a vidéken eddig sohasem latott — maginyos sarjarot (Limicola falci-
nellus) pillantottam meg 1967. augusztus 20-an. Kezdetben havasi partfuto-
nak véltem, de hamarosan feltiint, hogy annal kisebb (alig nagyobb a kozelben
csipegetd torpe partfutoknil), hogy erds s hosszi csére csak a végén s igen
enyhén gorbult s hogy a fe]e s hata feltlinden viligos-csikos. Madaramat
masnap Gjra megtaliltam a régi helyén: ott szedegette most is faradhatatla-
nul kurta labait, s nyulkalt jobbra-balra hossza esGrével, hol eltinve, hol meg
el6-elobukkanva a gyéren novo sziksott (Salicornia herbrwea) hiisosszari csok-
rai mogiil. A neve valéban nagyon talilé: nem a vizes, hanem az iszapos, siros
helyhez ragaszkodik szemmellathatoan s ezért nem is csatlakozott (mint
ahogyan a havasi partfutd szokta tenni) a kozeli sekélyvizi pocsolyak szélén
vagy az arokban sotétls sarrog-szigetecskéken id6z6 torpe partfutokhoz. J6
mistél oran it figyeltem, s eziddalatt sem tagitott alig 10 X 10 m-es teriileté-
rol.

Béldi Miklos

Seolopax rusticola masodik kéltése. Szalonka koltott Dél-Baranydban,
kb. 6 km-re a Dravatol. A fészek tolgyerdGben volt 3 tojassal 1966. év julius
2-an. Ez a lelet is bizonyiték a szalonka kétszeri koltése mellett.

Agardi Ede

Erdei szalonka fészkelések, kiltések Zagyvaréna és Matraszele kirnyékén
1965—66-ban. 1965 majus elss napjaiban kaptam az elsé hirt szalonkafé-
szekrdl. Ezt a fészket nem allt médomban ellendrizni, mivel Matraszele hata-
raban volt, igy ez az adat bizonytalan. Tobb fészekrdl nem is hallottam az
1965. évben. 1965. V. 17-én a Salgévar alatti fiatal csereshen mentem folfelé,
mikor egy szalonka repiilt f6l el6ttem. Rendellenes volt a ropulese ezért
megnéztem honnan repiilt fol. [tt meglittam 4 tollas, repiilni még nem tudé
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fiokat. Sikeriilt megfogni, és gylirlizni 6ket. Az 1966-0s évben mar tobb fészek-
rél szereztem tudomast. IV. 16-4n az egyik matraszelei vadasz talilt egy
szalonkafészket 4 tojassal. 19-én megnéztem. A fészek egy akécos, bodzas
arokparton az drok szélétél 3 méter tavolsigra levs gazos helyen volt. Nem
zavartuk le a kotl6 madarat. Késébb még ellenériztem, azonban mar csak a
kézepén szabdlyosan kettévilt tojashéjakat taliltam a fészekben. 22—23-4n
kelbettek ki és hagytdk el a fészket. — IV. 28-4n taliltam egy fészket, amely
szintén egy akacosban levé mély arok partjin négy bodza kozotti tisztashelyen
volt. Ebben a fészekben azonban mar csak egy 16-os kaliberti puskdbél szar-
mazo fojtast, 4 torott tojast és a sorétek dltal kitépett tollakat taldltam. —
V. 3-dn az egyik ismerdsém hozott hirom, kb. egy napos szalonka-fiokat.
Kérésemre eljott velem arra a helyre, ahol taldlta cket. Odaérve meglattam
a fiokdit keresé anyamadarat, amely kozeledtiinkre elrepiilt. Rovid keresés
utan megtaldltam a fészket, amelyben 3 tojashéj és egy zdptojas volt. Ez a
fészek is akdcosban volt stirti bodza ko6zott, az ardnylag forgalmas Gttdl 8 mé-
ter tdvolsiagra. Leraktam a fickdkat oda, ahonnét az anyamadarat lattam
felrepiilni. Ezek mindjart elkezdték halk, de messze hangzé csipogasukat.
Tédvolabbroél virtam, hogy eljon-e az éreg szalonka? Kb. egy 6rai varakozis
utin csorgést hallottam az avaron a fidkak irdnyabol, ahol a csipogds meg-
szlint. Ebbdl tudtam, hogy a szalonka megtaldlta fickdit. Masnap ellendriz-
tem s most mar tavolabb taldltam ¢ket, ismét az oreg szalonka arulta el,
fiokdi hol tartozkodnak. Ezek most mér csendesen iiltek az avaron. Kés6bb
még kerestem Gket, azonban mar nem tudtam rdjuk akadni. — V. 8-dn ismét
kaptam egy hirt Mdtraszelérdl, ahol taldltak egy szalonka-fészket 3 tojassal.
12-én elmentem megnézni. Ez a fészek is akdcosban volt. Sajnos mér csak
az lures fészket taldltuk az emlitett helyen. A fészek melletti sok toll arrél
arulkodott, hogy valami ragadoz6 megfogta a kotlo szalonkdt, és elfogyasz-
totta a tojasokkal egyiitt. — VI. 27-én édesapiam taldlt négy tollas, repiilni
még nem tudo, fickat. Ezeket is az anyamaddr felrepiilése utdn taldlta meg.
Fiatal cseresben gombit szedett, mikor az éreg szalonka felrepiilt. O is azt
nézte, honnan repiilt fél. Itt meg is talilta a szorosan egymads mellett iil6
fickdkat. 28-dn én is elmentem, hogy meggyiiriizom a fickakat. Ekkor mar
az aprolékos keresés ellenére sem sikeriilt megtaldlni dket. Ugylitszik nagyon
messzire elvezette fiokait az dreg szalonka. Az adat hitelességéhez nem férhet
kétség. Vidékiink kedvelt helye, koltés szempontjahol, az erdei szalonkénak.
Kiilonosen akacosokban lehet leggyakrabban fészket talilni. Valdszinli azért
kedveli, mert az akdcosokat siirti, csaknem athatolhatatlan bodzasok borit-
jak. Az ilyen erddkben a talaj puha, porhanyds, igy a téplilékhoz kénnyen
hozzd tud férkézni. Tapasztalatom szerint, az apro fidkikat vezetd szalonka
tobb helyen lekaparja az avart a talajrél. Tgy a kis fickdk is konnyen hozzd
tudnak férni a talajban levé rovarokhoz. Az V. 4-én ellendrzott és megtaldlt
fiokak mellett is volt egy kb. 1,5 x 1 méteres frissen lekapart rész.

Varga Ferenc

Gulipin a pellérdi halasténal. A Baranya megyei pellérdi halastén 1967.
aprilis 1-én 2 db gulipdn jelent meg. Bojtirécék tarsasdgiban pihentek a to
szélén. Gulipdn megjelenésérdl hosszi id6 6ta nem tudnak Baranydban.

Geréby Gyorgy

286



Dankasiraly-telep a balatoni Nagyberekben. 1966. évi majus 23-4n meg-
tekintettem a balatoni Nagyberekben a dankasirdly telepet, amelyen 200 par
lehetett. Atnéztem kb. 100 fészket. A legtobb fészekben 3 tojis volt, sokban 2,
kevésben 1 tojas. Volt két 4 és egy 5 tojashdl allo fészekalj is. Eddig még nem
talaltam o6tos fészekaljat. A tojasok mind egyforma szintiek és mintizatiaak
voltak, tehat nem teheto fel az osszetojis, ami elcfordul a sirdlyokndl. Fenti
tojasokkal biré fészekaljakon kiviil volt 20 db kikelt, elég nagy ficka. A fész-
kek sekély vizben allo kakdaval (esiksassal, mint a kisérém mondta) boritott
helyen voltak. 1967-ben ismét meglatogattam a telepet, de a sirdlyok eltiintek,
miutin a teriilet kiszaradt.

Agard: Ede

Kakukkmegtigyelés virishegy fészkénél. 1967. VI. 2-an a Budavolgy nevii
biikkos erdioben egy voroshegy fészket talaltam. A fészek a volgy fels6 végén,
két mély arok talalkozasanal, egy bulddzer dltal készitett Gtpartban, gyokerek
alatti mélyedésben volt. Tartalma 4 tojas. VI. 5-én, az emlitett fészekhez koze-
ledve, erds okirszem cserregésre lettem figyelmes. Ovatosan haladtam, hogy
megliassam, mi lehet a fészek kozelében azért is, mivel a zaj a vorosbegy
fészek iranyabdl hallatszott. Kb. 30 méter tavolsagra lehettem a fészektol,
mikor lattam, hogy egy barna kakukk tojo repiilt el a fészektdl. Kozelebb
mentem és leiiltem a fészekkel szemben egy kis dombon levé gyertyanfa tove-
be. Eléttem egy kis bokor volt, amely eltakart a fészek feldl, én azonban jol
lattam a fészket és kornyékét. Néhany perc mulva megjelent a kakukk és
letilt az utra, kozel a fészekhez, majd kis id6 milva odalibbent a fészekhez és
be akart bujni a gyokerek alatt levo fészekre. A mélyedés kicsi volt, igy csak
a feje, a torzséhdl pedig egy kis rész fért be. Ezt a bebtjo mozdulatot legalibb
otszor megismételte, majd odébb libbenve letilt az utra. Masodpercek ml-
hattak csak el, mikor ismét visszatért a fészekhez és megismétlddott az elobbi
jelenet. A testének elsé részét ismét nyomkodta a fészek f6l6tti nyildsba, majd
visszalibbent az ttra. Ot izben probalkozott ily mddon a fészekre raiilni.
Az utolsé kisérletnél 2 feketerigo jelent meg, melyek zuhandrepiiléssel vagtak
az uton 1il6 kakukkra, mikézben hangjukat erdsen hallattak. Erre a kakukk
felszallt a lombok kozé, ahovi a rigdk is kovették. Harom kort irtak le, majd
eltlintek a szemem elél. Kb. egy negyeddraig varakoztam de a kakukk nem
tért vissza, ezért elindultam a fészekhez, kivancsi voltam van-e a fészekben
kakukk tojas. Az okorszemek ismét hozzikezdtek a cserregéshez, de most mar
.énrdm. A fészekhez érve lattam, hogy az csaknem sziniiltig van folddel, a
tojasok nem is latszottak. Kiemeltem a fészket, majd a tojasokat kihalaszva,
kiszortam beldle a foldet. 6 tojas volt a fészek tartalma. A laza pergd foldet
lepiszkaltam a fészek helye tolott, majd a fészket visszahelyezve beraktam
a tojasokat. Nem biztam, hogy a kakukk visszatér, annal is inkdbb, mivel a
fészekbe hullott f6ld miatt sem lithattam a tojasokat. Az itt leirt megfigyelés
14 6ra 30 perckor volt. Elindultam a jobboldali arokban levé vorosbegyeket
ellenérizni. Végigmentem az arkon, majd egy bércen atmenve egy masik
arok mentén visszatértem az drokhoz. A fészekbe henézve, eldszor egy rog-
darabot lattam meg. Kiemelve a rogot, mindjirt szembetlint a fészekben levo
kakukktojas. A vorosbegy tojésai kozil ketté hidnyzott. Kb. fél draig lehet-
tem csak tavol, ez alatt rakta tojasat a voréshegy fészekbe mégis visszatéro
kakukk. A tojis érdekes, szabdlytalan alakt volt. Szinte fehér alapon, a vas-
tag végén koszortszeriien barnian pettyezett. Ilyen kakukktojast V. 8-an is
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talaltam, ettéla helytol mintegy 300 méter tavolsagra. A két tojas szinre telje-
sen egyforma, s6t alakra is szabalytalan mindkett6. Semmi kétség, ez a t0jo
tojta az el6zo tojast is. Megjegyzem, hogy a tojasokat takard fold a kakukk
bebujasi kisérletei folytin hullt a fészekbe. Az iireg, ahové a fészket vissza-
helyeztem, nem volt olyan nagy, hogy a kakukk rd tudott volna iilni a fészek-
re. A gazdamadarakat a megfigyelés ideje alatt nem lattam, tehit valdszinii-
leg nem lattak meg a fészkiiknél 6lalkodd kakukkot. A tojast rakod kakukkot
sok esethen megtimadjik az apré énekesmadarak. Errdl tantskodnak a
kakukkos vordshegy fészkek eldtt talalhaté kakukktollak is.

Varga Ferenc

Egy kakukk tojo két tojasa egy virishegy fészekben. Az irodalom szerint
a kakukk tojo egy fészekbe csak egy tojast rak. Ha a fészekben tobb kakukk
tojas van, az tobb tojotol szarmazik. Ezeknél a két, s6t harom kakukktojisos
aljaknal nagyon jol megkiilonboztetheték az egyes tojoktol szirmazd toja-
sok, anndl is inkdbb, mivel Ggy szinre, mint alakra eléggé eltéréek. Ezekrdl a
vorosbegy fészkekben talilt kakukktojasokrol megallapitottam, hogy vannak
vonuld és hosszabb ideig helyben tartdzkodd kakukk tojok. A vonul6knak
csak egy, ritkibban két tojasat, mig a hosszabb ideig tartézkodd kakukknak
4—>5 tojasat talaltam egy-egy volgyben. Természetes, hogy ezek a tojok is
kéborolnak tojoszokas idején, a tojasaik szama is t6bh. Hogy milyen tdvol-
sagra rakjik ezek a kakukk tojok a tobbi tojasaikat, nem tudom. Vidékiin-
kon ezt talin nem fis lehet megallapitani, mivel a vorosbegyek koltGhelyei
illetve fészkeik eléggé szétszortan talalhatok. A hatir is kozel van, igy lehet-
ségesnek tartom, hogy az itt letojt tojisa utin kovetkezét mar hatdrainkon
kiviil rakja le. Bzek a koltohelyek altaliban lomberdékben (akar, cser, biikk)
levé drokpartokon talilhatok leggyakrabban.

Felvetodik a kérdés, mi a bizonyiték, hogy az egyforma szini és alaki
tojasok egy tojotol valék. Erre az egyik kakukktojo tojisai adtik meg a
valaszt. Ennek a tojonak 4 tojdsat taliltam egy kb. 2 km-es drokban. A tojé-
sok szine: fehér alapon a vastag végiikon koszortszer(ien barnin pettyezet-
tek. Igaz, ez még nem bizonyiték arra, hogy ugyanazon tojé tojta mind a
négy tojast. Az azonban mar elfogadhatd bizonyitéknak, hogy mind a négy
tojas szabilytalan alak! Erdekes, hosszakas alaki tojisok, egyik oldalukon
laposabbak, ezért adddik a szabilytalan alakzat. Ezek a tojasok biztos, hogy
egy tojotol vannak. [gaz, az alakjuknil mutatkozik némi eltérés, ugyanis
egyik tompa a masik hegyesebb. Az els§ ilyen tojist 1967. V. 8-an taldltam,
mig a tobbi harmat, VI. 5, 10 és 12-én, vioroshegyek fészkeiben a Budavélgy
nevii biikkos arokban.

Ugyanezen a részen tartozkodott egy mdsik kakukk tojo is, amely tébb
tojast rakott, s6t két izben egy fészekbe raktik tojisaikat a fentebb emlitett
kakukkal. Ez utobbinak a tojdsai aranylag kicsik. Nagysigra egyeznek a
vorosbegyek tojasaival. Sziniik: barnisfehér alapon, lilidsbarna foltokkal,
ritkdsan sotétbarna pettyezéssel. Az ilyen szin(i kakukktojis nagyon ritka.
Ennek a tojonak VL. 8, 10, 15, majd 21-én két tojasit taldltam az egyik vo-
roshegy fészekben. Ez a fészek egy dltalam készitett lyukszerii mélyedéshen
volt a fiiggdleges arok oldaldban. VI. 15-én taldltam egy vorosbegy tojassal,
21-én ismét arra jairtam és megnéztem a fészket. Erdsen meg volt rongalodva,
a tojasokat sem lehetett latni az 6sszekuszalédott fészekbélés kozott. Bele-
nyulva éreztem, hogy két tojis van a fészekben. Kiemelve a tojasokat lat-
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tam, hogy a kicsit tojo kakukk két tojasat tartom a kezemben. Szinre annyira
egyformak hogy a pettyezés is egyforman siir(ibb az egyik oldalukon. Az alak-
juknil mutatkozott 1—2 tized milliméteres eltérés. Ez a nagysigbeli kiilon-
bozet el6fordul minden madarfaj fészkében, igy természetesen a kakuklkéban
is. Semmi kétség, egy t0jotol szarmazik mind a két tojas! Azokban a napokban
mikor ez a kakukktojo rakhatta két tojasat egy fészekbe, rendkiviil hideg,
esds volt az idd. Valoszin( ez akaddalyozta abban, hogy Gjabb fészket keressen
a kovetkezs tojasa szamara. A vorosbegy fészkek szima is kevesebb volt
ezen a vidéken az el6z6 két évhez viszonyitva. Az is lehetséges, hogy az elsé
tojias bekeveredett a fészekbélés kozé s kovetkezo tojisa rakdsakor nem litta
meg, a mar fészekben levé el6z6 tojasat. Mindenesetre ez még taliny, hogy
mely ok kényszeritette arra, hogy ugyanazon fészekbe két tojast is belerak-
jon. Tudom#som szerint, egy izben mér talaltak egy fészekben két egyforma
kakukktojast. Legalibbis ugy vélték, hogy egy tojotol szirmaztak ezek a
tojasok. Az altalam talilt két egyforma kakukktojisos fészek is igazolja,
hogy ez az eset is el6fordulhat. Szerintem valami zavar6 koriilmény idézhette
els, hogy ugyan azon tojo, egy fészekbe két tojist is rakjon. (Kevés fészek,
hideg, esds iddk sth.)

A tobbi, kevesebb tojast rako kakukkoknak tojasai, igy szinre, mint alakra,
nagyon eltérdek a fentebb emlitett két kakukktojo tojasaitol. Azonban ezek-
nél is nagyon jol meg lehet kiilonboztetni az egyes tojoktol szarmazo tojaso-
kat. A Szalmahid nevii drokban példiul, mar a harmadik éve talalom tojisat
az egyik kakukk tojonak. Ennek a tojdsa viligosbarna alapon, a vastag vé-
gén sotétharnin pettyezett és vonalkazott. Természetes, hogy az egy kakulkk-
t0jotol szirmazo tojasok kozott is mutatkozik eltérés. Eddig foleg az alakjulk-
nil tapasztaltam ezt. A szinez6désénél is mutatkozik némi eltérés, azonban
ennek pontosabb megallapitisihoz is tobb megfigyelés sziikséges. Erdekes-
nek tartom, hogy a kicsit tojo kakukknak a 66-os évben is taldltam két toja-
sdt. Szinre egyformik, de az alakjuknil mér lényeges eltérés mutatkozik.
Ez a két tojis ugyanazon a részen volt, ahol a 67-es évben taliltam 2 tojasdit
egy fészekben! Miota nagyobb érdeklddéssel foglalkozom a kakukkal rajot-
tem, hogy a tojisok révén sok, talin eddig nem ismert kérdésre is vilaszt
lehet kapni. Visszatérve a kicsit tojo kakukkra, érdemesnek tartom meg-
emliteni, hogy az egyik fészekbe csere nélkiil rakott tojast. Szerintem ez is
rendellenes mert pl. a fészeknél megfigyelt kakukk (lasd: kakukkmegfigyelés
voroshbegy fészkénél) mar 2 tojasat tavolitotta el a vorosbegynek.

Varga Ferenc

Kakukkfiokat evé hazatlan esiga. 1965. VI. 18-an Roénabanya hatiriban
az egyik vén biikkos drokban, egy vorosbegy fészket taliltam. A fészekben
egy 3—4 napos élettelen kakukkfioka volt, melynek a hatin, egy ujjnyi
vastag, kb. 10 cm hossz hdzatlan csiga volt. A esiga a kakukkfiokabol lak-
marozott. A nyaktol kezdve a hiton, végig lerigta a bdrt és egész mélyen
kirdgta a csontok kozotti hisosabb részeket. Ugy tudom, hogy e csigaféle
csak gombikkal taplilkozik, féleg varginya- és galambgomban éloskodik.
Az emlitett csiga gy latszik megtalalta a fészekben levd fiokat és hozzikez-
dett a tehetetlen madarfitka fogyasztasahoz. Valosziniinek tartom, hogy a
kis kakukk még élt, mikor a csiga megkezdte az evést. A fiokian lehetett
latni, hogy nemrég pusztulhatott el.

Varga Ferenc
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A lappantyik gépkoesi okozta timeges pusztulisa. Csikanydoroszlo és
Oriszentpéter kozotti bekotdutnak az erdd mellett htizodo egész rovid szaka-
szan, 1966. VII. 6-t6]l 20-ig terjedo id6 alatt 8—10 lappantyu (Caprimulgus
europaeus) hulldja volt lathato. A madarak, az esti alkonyatkor arra haladé
osépkocsik reflektorfényébe keriilve, e ]armuvel\hez titodtek s ez okozta
pusztulasukat.

Csaba Jozsef

Parus montanus a Duna-ligetekben. 1966. okt. 12-én a medve—gyori-mtiattol
DK-re, a dunai fGag és ennek jobb oldali fégatja kozti hgf‘tekhon (nyarfa-fiz
dlloményok) a kora délutéani érakban madarakat figyeltem meg. Feltiint az
oktoberben hangosan énekld csicsorke, kis fakopédnes, vorosbegy és sok cine-
ge — nem mindennapi hangkép a termédek elvonuld vadluddal. — A cinegék
kevert portydzo csapatai, fakusszal és csuszkaval valtottiak egymast, amikor
a Parus montanus sajatos hangjara lettem figyelmes. Harom csapatban figyel-
tem meg, mindegyik (sapdthan egy-két parban lattam ezeket a cinegéket.
Igen hangosak voltak és csak gy, mint a kékcinegék, foleg a flizdgakon levé
népes levélteti koloniikbol szedegették taplilékukat. Ezt a cinege fajt — f6-
leg hangjarél — jol ismerem Szlovakiabdl, ahol SelmP(bdnya kevert feny-
veseiben, a Polyana hegység kevert Gshiikkdseiben és Liptd ritkas, park
jellegii lucosaiban taliltam aranylag gyakorinak. Nllndoddsg a dunai hgotek-
ben (a esehszlovdk oldalon) nem talaltam néhdny éves kutatisaink alatt.
Mindenesetre — akkor is, ha a most megfigyelt cinegék valoszintileg kobor
példinyok voltak — érdemes lenne fészkelési idében is figyelni a Szigetkoz
ligeteiben a Parus montanus esetleges el6fordulasat.

F.J. Turéek

Kormosfejii cinege a Pilishen. Visegrad hatiaraban a Medosz-idil6 felett
egy szdaraz vizmosdshan 1967. augusztus 18-dn egy kisebb madércsoportosu-
lassal (sisegé fiizike, széncinege, voroshegy, feketerigd) talilkoztam. De egy
szokatlan ,dé-dé” hang titotte meg filemet, mely 6sszetéveszthetetleniil a
kormosfejii cinege (Parus montanus) hiviasa. Késobb par pillanatra a mada-
rat is littam. Bir a rakovetkez6 napokon is itt talaltam ezeket a fajokat, de a
kormosfejl cinege t6bbhé nem mutatkozott.

dr. Keve Andrds

Ujabh fiistis cinege eléfordulas az Erdélyi-medence északibb tajain. 1967.
augusztus 12-én, két jellegzetesen cserregé fiistis cinegét (Parus lugubris)
volt alkalmam kozelrdl megfigyelni a Kelemen-havasok labandl, a Déda-
bisztra feletti hegyoldal szétszort fakkal, cserjékkel, sziklakkal tarkitott lege-

16jén, galagonyabokorban.
Béldi Miklos

Széncinege-fiokakat eteté Gkiorszem-par. A biikki Garadnavolgyi-Togazda-
sag teriiletén 1966. V. 12-én, egy primitiv, nyitottszajiu deszkaodtban levo
és 8 fiokdt neveld széncinege par etetését tigyeltem 5 6ratol 19 éraig. Mindjart,
a sziillok etetése utdn, az “odu tetején megjelent egy okorszem, elelemmel a
cs6rében. Amikor az etetést elvégzo cinege, — csérében ijrijlél\(som()val
kirepiilt, az ckorszem azonnal a fészekbe szillt, ahonnan rovidesen tavozott is.
Ez tiriiléket nem hozott ki. Tobbszor PI()fOI‘dUlt hogy az odu tetején két
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okorszem is varakozott — szdjukban élelemmel —, mig a cinegesziil6 eltavo-
zott. Tehdt az okorszem-par etetett. Ezalatt azidd alatt a cinegesziilok 272-
szer, mig az okorszemek 342-szer hordtak élelmet a kicsinyeknek. Az dkor-
szem-pér ezt a tevékenységét V. 12-t6l V. 20-ig folytatta. Ugy tudom elkép-
zelni, hogy valahol a koézelben levé fészkiikben az 6 fickaik elpusztultak s az
éhes cinegefiokdk élelemkéré hangjara felébredt benniik az etetési Gszton,
amit ezeken elégitettek ki. Az egész etetési idd alatt a cinegesziilék egyaltalin
nem viselkedtek ellenségesen az etetd 6korszem parral szemben,

Vasdrhely: Istvdn

Hajnalmadar Péesett. Egy példinyt lattam 1967. februar 20-4n a Pius
tpmplom északi falin és 24-én ugyanott 2 darabot.
Agardi Ede

Eszaki sarga billegeté Vas-megyében. Az északi sirga billegetének (Mota-
cilla flava thunbergi) hosszi ideig csak egyetlen példianya () volt ismeretes
Vas-megy¢bdl, melyet 1899. V. 7-én Tomordon gy(ijtott be CHERNEL IsTVAN
s az 6 ajandékaként keriilt a szombathelyi mizeum gytijteményéhe, ahol a
hiboris események folytin megsemmisiilt. A megye teriiletén a misodik
példinyt — ugyancsak egy -et — 1960. IV. 24-én Nérai hatiardban a falu
és az erdd kozotti mezei szekératon észleltem. A bizalmasan viselkedd mada-
rat alig 10 méter tavolsdgrol hosszabb ideig figyelhettem s igy pontosan meg-
hatiarozhatoé volt ez a szemesik nélkiili palasziirke fejtetGji alfaj, féleg a
fekete fulfedd tollak alapjan.

Csaba Jozsef

Fészkelé nagyirgébics Kolozsvar mellett. A nagydérgébics (Lanius excubitor)
romaniai koltésérél mind ez ideig csak az errevonatkozé irodalombdl volt
tudomasom. 1967 dprilisinak végén végre sikeriilt felfedeznem egy fészkel
nagyorgébicspart Szucsdg-kozség hatdraban, a Niadas patak partjan. A fész-
ket egy nydrfin magasan diszl6 fagyongy (Viscum album) bokor belsejébe
rejtették el épitGi. A fiokdit etetd fészkét gondosan &rizé gébicspart 1V. 28
és V. 9. kozott tartottam megfigyelés alatt.

Béldi Miklos

VYirisfejii gébies Miskoleon. A vorosfeji gébices (Landius senator) fészke-
lésérdl a Biikk-hegység déli labinal mar t6bbszor megemlékezett az irodalom,
azonban az utobbi évtizedekben nem figyelték meg. 1966. majus 17-én az
L. B. SAGE vezette angol ornithologus csoporttal jartunk Miskolcon és L.
Casson hivta fel figyelmemet, hogy az Avason vorosfeji gébicset latott.
Amikor a tobbiekkel felmentem, a temetd sarkdn pillantottam meg az elsét,
majd a kilditétorony mogotti gyiimolesésben a masodikat.

dr. Keve Andrds

A hazi veréb terjeszkedése a Biikkben. 1933. mércius 1-t6l lakom a Garadna-
volgyi-Togazdasigban. Itt régebben csupdn hdrom esetben észleltem 1—1
hdzi verebet. Mégpedig: 1936. II. 12-én, egy himet, 1944. V. 22-én és 1947.
III. 6-4n 1—1 darab tojot. Ezek is csupan egy-két ériig tartozkodtak itt.
Féleg a madaretetén taplalkoztak. A legkozelebbi veréblakta hely a Tégazda-
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sdgtdl (Hamor és Omassa) 4 km-re volt Hamorban; a kozségben hézi veréb,
mig a kornyezo sziklatalakon, odukban mezei veréh fészkelt. Innen 1945- ben
felhtizodtak a hazi verebek a Palota szall és a kis vasuti 4llomés kornyékére,
ahol a megforduld vendégek rendszeresen etették Sket. 1946-ban, Lillafiired
felso részén, az Erdészet 10istallot 1étesitett. Kornyékén azonnal megjelentek
és fészkeltek is a hazi verebek. 1947-ben, a Garadnavolgyben, a kisvasut
végallomas kozelében, — a Tégazdasigtol mmtegy 1,5 km-re, — szintén fel-
épiilt a kozponti 16istallé. Itt is megjelent azonnal egy nagyobh csapat hazi
veréb, és azota allanddan fészkel is, mind a mai napig (1967. ITI. 1.), 1958
telén gyakrabban volt lathato egy-egy hazi veréb a Togazdasigban is. De ezek
rovid itt tartozkodas utdn mindig eltlintek. 1949. III. 5-t6l, naprél-napra a
Tégazdasig vemlege volt egy péar, egész napon at. Féleg a lakohaz kornyékén
hangoskodtak, és élelmet szedegettek. De alkonyat el6tt minden alkalommal
eltcwoztak [[[ 28-an a lakohaz eresze alatt levé — elég rozoga —, molnar-
fecske fészekbe megkezdték a fészekanyag horddsat és mar itt is éjszakdaztak.
Az elsé fészekaljat szerencsésen folnevelték. A fidkakat, az akkor nagyon
elszaporodott araszololepke hernydjaval etették. A masodik fészekalj tolla-
sodo fészkelddésétol azonban a rozoga fészek leszakadt. Mivel a lakéhazban
ekkor nem tartézkodott senki, egy jatékos kutya mind megolte Sket. A sziilék
ezutin eltlintek. 1950-t6l 1965-ig, télen ritkin megjelent egy-egy példany.
De ezek késé délutin mindig eltiintek. 1965 tavaszin, ismét egy par koltozott
ide, s egy, az épiilet eresze ald helyezett deszkaodut foglalt el s harom fészek-
aljat, foleg rovarokkal, hernyokkal taplalva, szerencsésen ol is nevelt. A har-
madik fészekalj repitése utdin azonban, ezekkel egyiitt, eltlintek s csak 1966
kora tavaszan jelentek meg ismét, amikor a régi fészkel6 odut elfoglaltik.
Ezekkel egyiitt egy masik par is 1doto]npedott s az odu kozelében levé kis
méretli, primitiv, sziik, falra akasztott ladikit foglalta el. Szintén hirom fé-
szekaljat repitett. A fickalk kirepiilése utan valamennyi elszéledt. De az
oregek télire mar itt maradtak. S6t, akkor még egy harmadik par is csatlako-
zott hozzajuk, egy molnar fecske feazket foglalva el. KésG Osszel ismét fészek-
anyagot hordtak s itt éjszakdztak. Elelmiiket f6leg a fészek kozelében levd,
haltakarmanyt el6készito iist hulladékabol szerezték be.

A régebben lakott odunal, fiokanevelés kozben V. 18-an reggel 5-t6l 19-ig
etetés-szamlalast végeztem. Az eredmeny a t0jo 277-, a him 152-szer, tehat
b3szesen 429-szer etettek. A fiokak szima 6 darab volt. Erdekes, hogy a tojo
minden etetés utan irilékcsomdval a csérében tavozott s azt a fészektdl
tavol ejtette le. A him azonban ezt sohasem tette. Etetésre kizirdlag kiilon-
féle rovarokat, hernyokat hordtak.

Itt a veréb hatirozottan hasznos, mert igen sok karos rovart, hernyot
fogyaszt. A cinegéket fészkelésben nem zavarja. Téli etetOkre nem jar, mert
abba kizarolag allati hulladékot és féleg faggyut rakunk.

Vdsdrhely: Istvdn

Feeskefiakkal taplalkozé haziverebek. Az 1966 mdjus végi emlékezetes
rendkiviili hideg idéjards a madarak életmdédjiban abnormis jelenségeket
okozott. A legkirivobbrdl az alibbi levél szamol be: :

A hdzunknil — Faddon — két évtized 6ta fecskepar (Hirundo rustica)
tészkel. 1966. majus végén, amikor a kikelt fiakat taplalni kellett, olyan hideg
volt, hogy a sziilldémadarak a taplilékot nem tudtik megszerezni és a fiokdk
elpusztultak a fészekben. Miutin az anyamadar leszillt réluk, a hazi verebek
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felfaltak a kis hullakat. Nekik is akkor voltak fiokaik. A rendkiviili idéjarasra
val6 tekintettel ezt nem talaltam kiilonosnek. Azt azonban igen, hogy junius-
ban, amikor a fecskék tjra koltottek és a fiokak par naposak voltak, a verebek
harcbaszilltak a femkopéural és eroszakkal elvitték a fickfecskéket, széjjel-
tépve taplilékul sajat fiaiknak. Pedig akkor nem volt hideg és egyéb taplilék
héven \‘olt Juniusban (amikor masodszor koltott az emlitett fe cske 'par) még
harom par fecske kezdett fészket rakni ndlunk. Amikor azonban lattik a
nagy kiizdelmet az els6 fecskepar és a verebek kozott, felhagytak a fészke-
léssel s otthagytik hidzunk tajat. Az elsd fecskepdr is roviseden kovette Gket
s szeptemberben sem jottek el bticstilatogatasra, ahogyan azt az el6z6 években
szoktik. Azt hittem, hogy ezekutidn t6bbé nem fészkel nilunk fecske. Aggo-
dalmam azonban tulzott volt, mert az idén is megjottek fecskéink és most mar
a verebektdl nem zavartatva sikeresen koltottek is.

Borda Istvan

Kuesmassarmany Dobrudzsaban. A kuesmassirmany (Emberiza melamo-
cephala Scop.) egyike a Roméaniédban legritkibban eléforduld fajoknalk. Egyet-
len begyijtott példinya ismeretes Murfatlar mell6l, 1909. majusabol; egy
masik példinyt 1928. majus 7-én figyelt meg R. Drost a Kigyok Szigetén.
En az elsé példanyt Tulcea (Dobrudzsa rajon) mellett figyeltem meg. Egy
pillanatra villant fel, azért nem sikeriilt begytjtenem. Ezutin tébb, mint
egy évig nem észleltem, mig végre 1967. julius 2-an, egy igen szépen szinezett
him példanyt tébb, mint negvedordlg fl,qyelhettom kis tavolsagrol. A meg-
figyelés helye: aljnovényzetben gazdag, élésovényekkel szegélyezett gytimol-
csos. Utolag tudoméasomra jutott,
hogy DimitriE RADU természet-
tudos is észlelt egy példanyt 1967.
junius 30-an, a Duna-Delta Garaor-
man nevi szigetén.

Kiss J. Botond

Mesterséges fészekodik tetején
kilto madarak. A mesterséges fé-
szekoduk teteje, mint azt az alabbi
példak is bizonyitjik, a szabadon
tészkel6 fajok szamara is fészkelési
lehetdséget  biztosithat. 1960-ban
Tahiban egy B, tipust deszkaodu
tetején sziirke légykapo ( Muscicapa
striata ) koltott. 1967-ben egy leany-
falusi haz eresze ald helyezett, B,
tipust deszkaodu tetején fekete rigd
(Turdus merula), az odiban pedig
széncinege (Parus maior) koltott,

21. abra. Mesterséges fészekodii tetején fész-
kelé feketerigo
Fig. 21. Blackbird’'s nest on the top of a
nestbox
Foto: Somogyi P.
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s egyszerre nevelték fiokaikat. Ugyanekkor a szomszéd kertben egy zold
bakelit esébdl késziilt odd tetején, melyben mezei veréb (Passer montanus)
alapozott, balkani gerle (Streptopelia decaocto) tészkelt. Minden esetben
kornyéken boségesen volt fészkelési lehetdség. :
Somogyi Péter

Short Notes

Provenance of black-throated divers in Matraszele, At the end of October 1966, a hunter
of Matraszele shot on the pond of the open mining area two blackthroated divers seen
there for several days. One day te trumbled down black-throated divers together with
two mallards. The hunter told that in the water of the open mining area (15—20 m) a
great quantity of small fishes could be found. During the said period the weather prevailing
was mild and clear (Matraszele is situated in the County of Négrad, about 8 to 10 kms.
from Salgétarjan).

Dr. Mihaly Ruzsik

Colony of little egrets in the fields of Arokté. The fish ponds and the swamps of the
Hortobagy district serve as an enormous food collecting area for all the home species of
herons. For the species, however, which build their nests on trees, these possibilities are
limited. Therefore, the herons, the squacco herons, the little egrets and the night herons
prefer to settle down in the woods of spen, with scattered ashes and alders, situated along
the river Tisza. According to the observations made by LAszro Nacy (Aquila, 1948—51)
these birds had, in the forties, a colony consisting of 300 nests in the woods called “Maraz”
situated at about 5 kms from the village of Etyek. But today these woods do not exist
any longer. On 14th of June, 1964 I found another colony of the same importance in the
surroundings of Aroktd. It was almost impossible to count all the nests occupied by these
birds, not even using a telescope for the purpose; so their number might be superior to
that given by me: herons 112—158, night herons 70—80, little egrets 39, squacco herons 32.
On May 4, 1965, all of the above mentioned species could be found there, I even saw 16
cormorants. On June 18 of the same year I succeeded in counting the following inhabited
nests in the part of the wood, which was inundated by rather high water: herons 84,
night herons 120—130, little egrets 54, cormorants 6 nests. The cormorants built their
nests on a rather low ash-tree which was between the ditch of the wood and the river
Tisza. Inspite of their presence on the 4th of May, this time I could not find any squacco
herons there. According to my observations, realized in 1964 and 1965, one may suppose
the presence i.e. the nests of the black stork too, for these birds every time when I was
there, flew up from the wood. Though being so I could not find their nests, in spite of
repeated searches.

Béla Kowvdcs

Sterile storks on the Hortobigy and in Biharugra. On occasion of my journeys made in
the period of nestling and the breeding of young birds through the Hortobagy and to,
Biharugra the great number of storks struck me, that were, in all probability sterile ones
(Ciconia ciconia), which were standing about in a group during the whole day. I found
the storks almost on every occasion on the same place, i.e. on the bank of the puddles,
alongside the highway leading from Debrecen to Fiizesabony, between the mile stones
of 78 and 83 kms., before arriving at the Hortobagy (place called “Ujvaros lapos”) and
equally after leaving the place Fényes tavak, alongside the road-section between the mile-
stones 56 and 55. (the name of this sector is “Kilato lapos”). The number of the storks
standing there was as follows:

May 5, 1965 Ujvéaros lapos: 14, Kilaté lapos: 54
May 20, 1965 Ujvéaros lapos: 31, Kilato lapos: 48
June 1, 1965 Ujvéros lapos: 19, Kilat6 lapos: 22
June 18, 1965 Ujvéros lapos: — Kilaté lapos: 31
July 5, 1965 Ujvéaros lapos: 11 Kilaté lapos: 38
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In Biharugra the storks passed the days, in large groups, to the South of the Begécs fish
ponds, in the territory situated in the direction of Geszt. Their number was:

June 10, 1965, Biharugra 42
July 3, 1965, Biharugra 42
July 9, 1965, Biharugra 42

Béla Kovdes

Assembling of moulting storks in Kardoskit. Between the 6th and 10th of June, 1967,
in the nature reservation area of Kardoskut, I took delight almost daily in the unusual
sight of a flock of storks, whose number may be put at about fifty. In compliance with
the observations made by IsTvAN Fargas, guard of the nature reservation area, the storks
that were partly completely unable to fly, partly flving low and with difficulties only
were staying there already for about a week. By day they were gathering grasshoppers
in close flocks in the neighbouring meadows, and in the evening they approached afoot
their night assembling area along the shallows of the great sodic lake. In the neighbour-
hoods of this lake we gathered a great quantity of moulted arm- and quill-feathers.

Dr. Istvan Sterbetz

White storks and bee-eaters on passage over the South Carpatian Mountains. Our birds
of passage living in the flat and hilly places, apparently, do not always choose the easiest
solution when passing in spring and in autumn over the high mountains which have to
be crassed on their way. I was convinced of this fact especially by the following obser-
vations. On the 17th of August, 1964, at noontime, a flock consisting of about 130 white
storks (Cliconia ciconia) passed in a southern direction over the 1816 m high peak of Kis-
kiraly, in the mountain range of Kiralykds. Some days later, on August 21, a flock of 18—20
bee-eaters (Merops apiaster) flew southwards over the 1735 m high peak of Tamas, like-
wise in the mountains of Kiralykd. I also met these species on the 25th of August, 1965,
in the Alps of Fogaras, where, not far from the highest peak of the South Carpatian Moun-
tains, called Moldoveanutul, height 2543 m, in the valley of the brook Ucea Mare, at an
altitude of 2000—2200 m height above sea level, I heard for a long time the voice of the
bee-eaters staying there.

Miklos Béldi

(Observation of the editor: The mountain chains running transversely to the winds com-
pel the same upwards and this fact is exceedingly advantageous for the flocks of birds in
passage, because they can soar without greater efforts to a considerable height, wherefrom
they reach significant distances by the means of the simple slipping off. If possible they fly
like this as long as they dot not come up against further air currents drifting upwards, by
means of which they will repeatedly get lifted towards the height .All of our birds flying for
longer distances and disposing of a good flight, try to utilize this property of the rising
air current (there are ofther rising ones, too), first of all those which are masters of the
sail-plaining, as storks, cranes, bigger birds of prey, gulls, ete. The mountain chains of
the South Carpatian Mountains running, on the whole in the East-West direction, seem
to be the most advantageous from this point of view and just this circumstance that may
that be, is so attractive for the flocks of birds in passage? It is highly desirable that this
question should be studied in mor details and from this point of view.)

Further appearance of curlews in Csakanydoroszlé. At the “Nagygodor” of Csdkdny-
doroszlé three curlens (Plegadis faleinellus) were staying on the 3rd of October, 1966.
Besides this, we dispose of a further data of their appearance: in the Summer of 1920,

a smaller flock of the same was seen her during a longer period.
Jozsef Csaba

Hatching of geese in the county of Baranya. Twelve hatching pairs were on the fishpond
of Sumony in the county of Baranya in 1965, which, however, fell victims to the “Ar-
valin-process”. In the course of 1966 we had no hatching grey-geese, but in 1967 they
again bred eggs. I saw two geese on the pasture-land near the pond on the 4th of April,
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although their nests had been spoiled by the reed-cutters, because I found the broken
egg-shells on the resting-places of the reed-cutters. According to the leader of the fish
breeding, two pairs hatched in 1967 on the pond. So it may to be supposed that only one
of the nests had been destroyed.

Gydrgy Geréby

Knotty sheld-duck on the Hortobagy. On the 30th of August, 1965, the head keeper
IsTvANx ROTH, brought a knotty sheld-duck (Tadorna tadorna L.) to the Zoological Insti-
tute of the Academy of Agricultural Sciences, Debrecen; the bird had been shot on the
Hortobagy.

! Béla Kovdcs

Red-crested pochards on the pond of Péteri. In the course of the Summer, 1967, observ-
ed three times red-crested pochadrs (Netta rufina) on the pond of Péteri. Three males
and a hen were staying on the edge of the pond no. 1. on the 12th of March. Similarly,
on March 15, 3 males and 1 hen were in the middle of the pond in the company of pochards
( Aythya ferina), but the four red-crested pochards were always together. On the 3rd of
April, one male and one hen-bird were staying in the middle of the same pond, also toge-
ther with pochards. It may be that these are recent specimens, because in the intervening
time, in the course of my observations on the 25th of March, I did not notice any red-
crested pochards. I did not see this species during my ohservations made on the 9th and
the 16th April either, thus they had passed along.

Attila Bankovies

Griffon-voltures in the territory east of the river Tisza. Frrexc CserNus and five
of his hunter-co panions confirm unanimously having seen on January 14th, 1967, at
noontime, in the neighbourhood of Telekgerendés, a bar-necked “eagle” flying across
before them, at a distance of about 100—120 feet, and at a height of 30 feet. To my ques-
tion regarding its colour, whether it was light or dark coloured, they unanimously asserted
that it was light and its size was enormous. Thus, the bird was a griffonvolture.

Laszlo Nagy

Flocking of ospreys. On April 5th, 1967, I saw six ospreys in one flock — relatively
near one another—on the fishpond of Sumony in the County of Baranya. The birds
were sitting on the feeding stake of the fishpond. On the other hand, I saw in the Couns
of Baranya-and even elsewhere—lonely ospreys and only two species at the same time,
I did not yet meet them in flocks.

Gydrgy Geréby

Nestling of honey buzzard (Pernis apivorus) in the mountains of the Pilis. On the border
of the “Kis Biikkteté” situated above Tahi, honey buzzards (Pernis apivorus) were
hatching in the Summer of 1967. I found a well-built nest, made of fresh branches at a
height of 8 to 10 meters on the East side giving towards the Danube. From the two eggs
. that were already bred by the end of May, and almost completely red-brown, the young
birds hatched in the middle of June and flew out at the end of July. The attraction of the
hatching is that at 40 to 50 m of this nest black kites ( Milvus migrans) and at 150 to 200 m
goshawks (Accipiter gentilis) were nestling.

Péter Somogyi

Lesser kestrels in the Bodrogkiz. Our bus carrying the English ornithological group
made a halt of about one hour, on May 17th 1966, in the neighbourhood of Bodrogkeresztir
at the foot of the mountains of Tokaj, in front of the Bodrogkéz. Having scarcely reached
the shore of the River Bodrog, the leader of the group. Mr. L. B. SAcE, drew my attention
to a pair of kestrels, which were steadily stiring during our stay beyond the high aspens
of the island. The preceeding year Mr. SAcE led a similar group throughout Macedonia,
so he could well distinguish the lesser kestrels from the kestrels. This pair proved to be

lesser kestrels (Falco naumani).
Dr. Andras Keve
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Kestrels nestling on the fowl-houses placed out to the fields. In the year of 1964, T was
analysing, in Hortobagy—Varostanya, the natural food of domestic hens, placed out in
mobile fowl-houses. On the wall, just under the roof, of the fowl-houses established on a
meadow overgrown with blood-worts and fescus-grass (Achilleeto-Festucetum pseudo-
vinae) kestrels were trying to build their nests. At my request, the chief of the colony did
not let people disturb the kestrels nestling there. The brood was hatched in two nests.
The little chicken placed out there in June got accustomed to the kestrels, they were not
at all afraid of them.

Béla Kouvdes

Nestling of hazel hens in the neighbourhood of Matraszele. On the 9th of May, we
looked at the nest about which I was informed in the first days of May, 1965, and that
was situated at the foot of a voung locust tree on the side of the ditch covered with an
acacia wood at about 1 km from the village. The hen-bird was keeping closely to the eggs.
On the 14th of May, we examined the nest, in which 9 eggs were found. They already were
broken and the chirping of the young birds could be heard thereof. Next day, the 15th,
at 8 o’clock the hen-bird was still hetching the eggs, but at noontime only the empty
ege-shells were in the nest.

Ferene Varga

Ringed plovers in the county of Baranya. On the 4th of April, 1967, I observed on the
fishpond of the village Sumony in the County of Baranya,—in the slimy mud of one of
the auxiliary ponds already drained off—mnear a flock of little ringed plovers, however,
at a distance of about 5 to 10 metres from same, a single ringed plover. I recognized it
undoubtedly having had the opportunity ot observe it also, by means of a telescope
magnifying 45-times, for a considerable period.

Gyirgy Geréby

Broad-billed sandpiper in the neighbourhood of Kolozsviar. On the 20th of August,
1967, in the sodic area situated in the proximity of Kolozsvéar, I cought sight of a single
Broad-billed sand-piper (Limicola falcinellus), a bird that was never seen so far in this
area, together with such birds as Philomachus pugnax, Tringa glareola, Tringa erythropus,
Charadrius dubius, Vanellus vanellus and Calidris temminekii. At the beginning I presumed
that it might be an alpine sandpiper but soon it became evident that it was smaller than
this, (it was hardly bigger that the little sandpipers picking about near the place), and
it was proved that its strong and long bill was only a little bent at the end, moreover,
that its head and back were strikingly light and striped. The following day I found again
my bird on its usual place: then, too, it was stepping out its short legs untiringly and
streching out repeatedly to the right and to the left with its long bill, appearing suddenly
from behind the bunches of long-bladed, thinly-grown salt-marshe (Salicornia herbacea).
Its name is indeed very appropriate: for this bird does not insist on the humide places,
but markedly adhere to muddy and slimy sites, and, therefore, it did not attached itself
(as alpine sandpiper usually do) to the little sandpipers staying either on the border of
shoal puddles or on little islands of mud-limps darkling in the ditch. I gbserved it for
more than an hour and a half, and during this time it did not leave its area of scarcely
10 %10 m.

Miklos Béldi

Second hatching of Scolopax rusticola. Woodcocks were hatching in the souther area of
the County of Baranya, at about 6 kms. from the River Dréava. Their nest could be seen
on the 2nd of July, 1966, with three eggs in the oak-forest. Even this finding prooves that
the woodcocks are hatching twice a year.

Ede Agadrdi

Nestling and hatching of the woodcock in the neighbourhood of Zagyvaréona and Matra-
szele, in 1965 and 1966. I was informed for the first time about a nest of the woodcock
in the first days of May, 1965. I was not in a position to control this nest, having been
situated this nest in the neighbourhood of Métraszele, and consequently this data must be
considered as uncertain. In the course of the year 1965, I did not even hear of other nests.
On the 17th of May, 1965, walking upwards in the young shrubbery a woodcock flew up
just before me. Having been his flight irregular, I looked at the place from where it flew
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up. I percieved there four feathered young birds that were not yet able to fly. I succeeded
to catch them and to put rings on their feet. In the course of the year 1966, 1 already
obtained notice of several other nests. One of the shooters of Matraszele found a nest of
woodcock with 4 eggs, on the 16th of April. I looked at them on the 19th. The nest was
found on a weed-grown place at 3 m from the border of the ditch on an embankment
covered with acacia and elder trees. We did not disturb the hatching bird. Later on I
continued to control the nest, but I found in it only the egg-shells that had been regularly
separated in the middle. T]w\ might have been hatched out on the 22nd or 23rd, and the
birds left the nest soon after—On the 28th of April, I found a nest which was situated
likewise on the border of a deep ditch in an acacia-wood on a glade between four elders.
But in this nest I found only one wadding coming from a gun of 16 mm calibres, four
broken eggs, as well as feathers pulled out by the shots.—On the 3rd of May, three young
woodcocks of about three days of age were brought in by one of my acquaintances.
On my request he accompanied me to the place where they had found them. When we
arrived to the site, I cought site of the mother bird seeking after her nestlings; she flew
away on our approaching. Upon short seeking, I found the nest, where some eggshells
and a rotten egg could be found. This nest, too, was in an acacia-wood, between dense
elder-trees, at a distance of about 8 metres from the road of a relatively hu‘ge traffic.

I set down the nestlings there, from where I saw the mother-bird fly up. These began
without delay their soft chirping, that, however, sounded to a great distance ; I was waiting,
from a certain distance, whether the old woodcock would come along. After waiting for
an hour approximately, I heared a rettling noise on the forest floor coming from the direc-
tion of the nestlings, where upon the chirping stopped. From this I could notice that the
woodcock had found its ne stlings. Next day I made a control and found them already
farther along, but it was again the old w oodcock that betrayed where its nestlings were
staying. These were alre: 1([5 sitting quietly on the forest floor. Later on, I was seeking
for them, however, I could not find them.—On the Sth of May, I got again a news from
Matraszele, where a nest of woodcock was found together with three eggs. I went there
to search it on the 12th. This nest, too, was in an acacia-wood. Unfortunately, on the
place indicated, 1 have found only an empty nest. The great quantity of feathers beside
the nest gave evidence of the fact that some repacious animal caught and ate the hatching
woodeock together with the eggs—On the 27th of June, my father found four feathered
nestlings that could not yet fly. IHe found these on the same occasion after the mother-
bird had flown up. My father was picking up mushrooms in the young shrubbery, when
the old woodcock flew up. He also looked about the place, the woodcock might have flown
up from. There he found the young birds sitting close one another. On the 28th I also
went there to put rings on the feet of the yvoung birds. By this time, I could find them in
spite of a thorough seeking. The old woodcock might have led off his young birds to a
great distance. There is no doubt that the data is authentic. Our area is from the point
of view of hatching highly appreciated by the woodcocks. Nests can most frequently be
found in acacia-woods. Woodcocks certainly prefer the acacia-woods because they are
covered with thick elders and are almost impenetrable. The soil of such woods is soft and
loose, thus food is easily accessible for them. According to my experiences, the woodcock
which is leading his young birds, scrape off the forest floor from the soil on several places.
So even the young birds are able to reach easily the insects of the soil. In the proximity of
the young birds, too, that were found and controlled on the 4th of May, there was a re-
cently scraped off area of 1.5 1 m.

Ferenc Varga

Avocet at the fish-pond of Pellérd. On the Ist of April 1967, two avocets appeared
on the fish-pond of Pellérd in the County of Baranya. They were taking a rest at the
skirts of the pond, accompanied by garganies. The presence of avocets in the County of
Baranya was not known for a long time.

Gyirgy Geréby

Colony of black-headed gulls in Nagyberek at the lake of Balaton. On the 23rd of May,
1966, I visited the colony of black-headed gulls in Nagyberek, at the Lake of Balaton,
where 200 pairs might have been present. I controlled about 100 nests. In the greatest
part of the nests there were 3 eggs, in many of them 2, and in a few only one. There were
also two nestfuls consisting of 4 and 5 eggs respectively. I did not find any nestfuls of
more than five eggs. The eggs were all of the same colour and of similar design, thus one
can not presume that the eggs had been laid into the same nest by different birds, that
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often happened in the case of gulls. In addition to the nestfuls containing eggs, as mention-
ed above, there were 20 nestfuls with hatched young birds which were quite big already.
The nest were situated on places covered with sedge grown in shallow water, (as I was told
by my companion: “sedge”). I visited the area in 1967 several times, but the gulls had
disappeared because the area became dessicated.

Jde Agdrdi

Observations of cuckoos at the nest of a robbin. On the 2nd April, 1967, I discovered a
nest of a robbin in the beech-wood called “Budavélgy”. The nest was situated in a dip
under roots, in the upper part of the valley, at the juncture of two deep ditches, on the
embankment of a road made by means of a bulldozer. It contained 4 eggs. When I was
approaching to the same nest on the 5th of June, I noticed an excessive cheeping of wren.
I walked carefully in order to see what it might be in the proximity of the nest, and also
because the noise could be heard from the direction of the nest of the robbin. I might
have been at a distance of about 30 m from the nest, when I could remark a brown cuckoo-
hen flying off the nest. I went nearer to the nest and set down on a little hump at the foot
of a hornbeam, opposite the nest. There was a small bush before me, hiding me from the
direction of the nest, permitting, however, for me to have an appropriate sight of the
nest and its surroundings. In a few minutes the cuckoo appeared and set down on the
road, not far from the nest, and made, after a while, a flapping to the nest and wanted to
slip into it under the roofs. Being the dip too small, only its head as well as a small part
of its body could get through. He attempted this movement of slipping through at least
five times, then set himself on the road, after having made further flappings. Only some
seconds might have been elapsed, when he returned once more to the nest and the former
scene repeated itself. It again went on pressing the front-part of its body to the orifice
beyond the nest, then skipped back to the road. It tried five times—in such a way—to
take place in the nest. When making the last effort, two blackbirds appeared and rushed
at the cuckoo with dive-flight, making their voice heard in a rather strong way. Hereupon,
the cuckoo flew among the leaves, where it was followed by the blackbirds. They ran
three rounds and then I lost sight of them. I have been waiting for about a quarter of an
hour, but the cuckoo did not return, therefore, I left for the nest, because I wondered
whether there were cuckoo eggs in it. Now again, the wrens began their cheeping, but
this time their noise was directed against me. Arriving at the nest I noticed that it was
almost full of earth, so that the eggs could not even be seen. I pulled out the nest, then
dispersed the earth therefrom, after having taken off the eggs. The nest contained 6 of
them. I cleaned off the loose, rolling earth beyond the place of the nest, then replaced it
and put the eggs in it again. [ did not hope that the cuckoo would return, because the
earth fallen into the nest did not permit to have a sight of the eggs. The observation as
described was made at 14h 30°. Then I started to control the robins staying in the ditch of
the right side. I wandered through the ditch and after having passed a peak I returned to
the ditch along another ditch. Looking into the nest, first of all, I noticed a lump of earth.
Taking out the lump of the nest, the cuckooo eggs being there immediately leapt to the
eye. Out of the eggs of the robin two were missing. I absented myself from the nest only for
about half an hour, and it was during this time that the cuckoo—that was returning there
after all—laid its egg into the nest of the rohin.

The egg was interesting, it had a shape out of proportion. The egg was of white basic
colour, being on the end brown-spotted in form of a wreath. I found such an egg of cuckoo
also on the 8th of May, at about 300 m far from this place. The eggs were of quite the
same colour, and even regarding the shape both were out of proportion. Undoubtedly,
the former egg was also laid by this hen. I could remark that the earth covering the eggs
fell into the nest owing to the endeavours the cuckoo made to get therein. The hole,
where I replaced the nest, was not so big that the cuckoo could have succeeded to sit into
the nest. During the period of my observation I have not seen the birds that were owners
of the nest, thus they—in all probability—did not perceive the cuckoo prowling about
their nest. When laying its egg, the cuckoo was in many other instances, attacked by
small singing birds.

Ferenc Varga

Two eggs of cuckoo in the nest of a robin. According to literature the cuckoo-hen
generally lays only one egg in each nest. In case if more than one egg of cuckoo were in
the nest, they are due to several hens. In nestfuls containing two or even three eggs of
cuckoo, several of them laid by each hen may easily be distinguished, so much the more
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as they are rather different regarding both colour and shape. On observing these eggs of
cuckoo found in the nest of a robin, I have stated that there exist cuckoo-hens of passage
and those staying for rather a long time on the site. In each valley I found only one, sel-
dom two eggs laid by cuckoos of passage, while I discovered 4 to 5 eggs due to cuckoos
staying for a long while on the place. These hens, of course, are also wandering about
during the period of egg-laying, and the number of their eggs is also higher. I ignore the
distance to what these cuckoos do lay their eggs. This may perhaps not even be stated in
our area, because the hatching places as well as the nests of the robins can be found rather
dispersedly. Being even the frontier of the country not far off, I think it possible that
having laid an egg here, the next one will already be laid outside the border. These hatch-
ing places can be found most frequently on banks of ditches situated, generally, in
broad-leaved forests (acacia, oak, beech).

The question may be brought up, by means of what the fact can be prooved that eggs
of the same colour and of the same shape are due to one hen? To this question the reply
was given by the eggs of one of the cuckoo-hens itself. I found the four eggs of this hen in
a ditch of about 2 meters length. The colour of the eggs was: white basic colour, being
on the thick end brownspotted in the form of a wreath. This, indeed, does not yet proof
that all the four eggs have been laid by the same hen. The fact that all the four eggs were
out of proportion regarding the shape can be accepted as a sure proof. These are inter-
esting, long-shaped eggs, on one of their sides they are more flat, wherefrom results their
shape out of proportion. It is quite sure that these eggs were laid by the same hen. Indeed,
a slight difference manifests itself regarding their shape, namely one of them is edgeless,
while the other one is more peaked. I found the first egg of this kind on the 8th of May,
1967, while I discovered the other three ones on the 5th, 10th and the 12th of June, in
the nests of the robins in the valley of “Budavélgy” covered with beech-trees.

Another cuckoo-hen, too, was staying in the same district, that had already laid seve-
ral eggs, and it happened even in two instances that the two hens laid their eggs together
into the same nest. The eggs of the latter were rather small. As to its dimensions, they were
equal to the eggs of the robins. Their colour was of nigger-white basis varied with brown
spots tending towards mauve, with flimsy dark brown spottedness. Eggs of cuckoo dis-
posing of such colouring are very seldom. On the 8th, the 10th, 15 th further on the 21st
of June, I found two eggs laid by this hen in the nest of another robin. This nest was to be
found on the side of the perpendicular ditch in a hole-like dip made by me. I discovered
it on the 15th containing an egg of a robin, too, on the 21st I again walked there and looked
at the nest. It was damaged to a higher degree, so that the eggs could not even be seen
therein among the covering of the nest that had been entangled. Dipping my hand into
the nest I felt two eggs in it. After having taken them off, I noticed that the two eggs in
my hand into the nest I felt two eggs in it. After having taken them off, I noticed that the
two eggs in my hand were due to the cuckoo-hen laying small eggs. Regarding colour they
were so similar that even the spottedness was more dense on one of their sides.

Regarding their shape a difference of 0.1 to 0.2 mm became visible. Such a difference
of dimensions can be noticed in the nest of all bird-species, of course, also in that of the
cuckoo. No doubt, both eggs have been issued by the same egg-laying. In the days when
this cuckoo-hen might have laid his two eggs in the same nest, the weather might have
been exceedingly cold and rainy. In all probability, this fact might have prevented the
cuckooo from seeking another nest for the following egg. In comparison to the two pre-
vious years, the number of the nests of the robin was also inferior in this district. It may
be that the first egg got entangled in the covering of the nest, and when laying the next
egg, the cuckoo did not notice the former one being already in the same nest. This, by all
means, was the reason for which she was compelled to lay two eggs into the same nest
what is a riddle to us. As far as I know, it happened on one occasion already that two simi-
lar cuckoo eggs were found in one nest. It was, at least, presumed that both eggs had come
from the same cuckoo-hen. The nest found by me containing two similar eggs of cuckoo
also prove that this case, too, may occur. In my opinion, the disturbing circumstances
(few nests, cold, rainy weather, etc.) had provoked this fact, i.e. that two eggs were laid
by the same hen into one nest.

The eggs of other cuckoo-hens laying a smaller quantity of eggs are quite different
regarding both colour and shape from those of the two cuckoo-hens mentioned above.
Therefore, the eggs coming from the other hens can be distinguished well from the eggs
of these two cuckoo-hens. Another example: it is already for the third year that I found
the eggs of the same cuckoo-hen in the district called “Szalmahid”. The eggs of this speci-
men are of a light-brown basic colour, being on the thick end bwon-spotted and marked
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with lines. Of course, there is a difference even between the eggs laid by the same cuckoo-
hen. I made this observation, so far, regarding especially their shape. A certain difference
becomes visible ad to the colouring, too, though more observation is needed for the deter-
mination of this fact.

I deem it interesting having found also in the year of 1966 two eggs of the cuckoo-hen
that laid the small eggs. Regarding the colour they were similar, as to their shape a con-
siderable difference was visible. These two eggs were in the same area where I discovered
the two eggs of this cuckoo-hen laid into one nest, in 1967. Ever since I am searching the
life of the cuckoos, I have found that through the eggs many questions could be answered
that, perhaps, were not known so far. Coming back to the cuckoo laying small eggs, I deem
it worthy of mentioning that she laid eggs in a nest without having made there any change
of the same. In my opinion, even this is an anomalous fact because for instance the cuckoo
observed by the nest, had removed already two eggs of the robin. (See above: Observation
of the cuckoo at the nest of the robin.)

Ferene Varga

Slug eating the youngs of the cuckoo. In the surroundings of Ronabdnya, I found a
nest of a robin in one ancient ditch covered with beeches, on the 18th June, 1965. There
was a lifeless young of cuckoo, of about 3 to 4 days with an about 10 em long slug of one
inch thickness in the nest. The slug was copiously eating of the young cuckoo. It was
gnawing off the skin of the back starting from the neck, and was eating the fleshy parts
between the bones up to a certain depth. As far as I know this type of slug is eating exclu-
sively mushrooms, it is preying especially on bolets and russulas. The said slug probably
found the young cuckoo in the nest, and went on consuming the helpless young bird.
I think it likely that the young of the cuckoo had been still alive when the slug started
to eat it. It could be well seen that the young bird had not been perished long before.

Ferenc Varga

Mass devastation of nightjars ecaused by cars. On the very short section of the sub-
sidiary road along the wood between Csakianydoroszlo and Oriszentpéter, 8 to 10 earrions
of nightjars (Caprimulgus europaeus) could be seen during the period ranging from the
6th to the 20th July, 1966. The birds that came into the flood-light of the cars passing
away knocked against these vehicles which caused their death.

Jozsef Csaba

Parus montanus in the parklands of the Danube. On the 12th of October, 1966, early in
the afternoon I observed birds in the parklands (consisting of poplars and willows), situat-
ed at South-East of the highway Medve—Gyér between the main branche of the Danube
and the main-dike of same on the right hand. The great quantity of serins, lesser spotted
wood peckers and tits singing laudly attracted my attention, being this not a regular
sound picture when mixed together with the heaps of wild-guees under passage. The mixed
flocks on tour altered themselves with short-toed tree-creepers and nuthatches, when
suddenly my attention was turned to the peculiar voice of the Parus montanus. I observed
them in three flocks, I saw these tits assembled in one or two pairs in each flock. They
were very noisy and were gathering their food — in the same way as blue titmouses do— from
the crowded colonies of plant-louses to be found especially on willow branches. This
specimen of tit is ‘well known to me— particularly with a view to their voice—from
Slovakia, where I found them relatively frequent in the mixed pine-woods of Selmec-
banya, in the ancestral beech-woods of the mountains of Polyana as well as in the park-like
sludges of the thinly planted woods of Lipté. 1 did not find them so far during my inves-
tigations of several years made in the parklands of the Danube (on the border of Czecho-
slovakia). Even if these tits observed on this oceasion had been stray species, it would by
all means be worthy of observing also in the period of nestling the presence of the Parus
montanus in the parklands of the “Szigetkoz”.

F. J. Turéek

Willow tit in the mountains of the Pilis. On the 18th of August, 1967, I met in the
surroundings of Visegrad, beyond the holiday-house MEDOSZ, in a dry ravin a smaller
flocking of birds (wood-warbler, great titmouse, robin, blackbird). Although a strange
voice of “dé—dé” striked my ear, that was not to be mistaken for the calling of the willow
tit (Parus montanus). Later on I saw the bird, too, for a few moments. Inspite of finding
these species during the following days too, the willow tit, however, could not be seen any
more.

Dr. Andrdas Keve
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Presence of further sombre tits in the distriet situated more to the north of the basin of
Transylvania. On the 12th August, 1967, I had the opportunity to observe closely two
sombre tits (Parus lugubris) cheeping in a strange way in the thorn bushes at the foot of
the Kelemen Alps, in the pasture land of the hill-side varied with wide-spread trees,
bushes, rocks situated beyond Dédabisztra.

Miklos Béldi

A pair of wren feeding the youngs of the great titmouse. On the 12th of May, 1966, I
was observing from 5 o’clock till 19 o’clock in the terr itory of the fish breeding ponds of
Garadnavolgy, situated in the Mountains “Biikk”, a pair of great titmouse feeding eight,
youngs in a primitive board hollow of an open orifice. Immediately after the feeding of
the old birds, a great titmouse appeared on the top of the hollow, carrying some food in
its bill. As soon as the tit that fed the youngs flew out off the nest with a pile of drop-
pings in its bill, thet wren immediately occupied it, leaving it soon after. This bird did not
carry any excrement with. It more than once hflmwnod that even two wrens were waiting
on the top of the hollow—having these birds some food in their beaks—until the old tits
flew away. Thus the pair of wren fed the young ones. During this period the old tit-birds
were carrying food to the youngs on 272 ocecasions, while the wrens did it on 342 times.
This activity was displayed by the pair of wren from the 12th till the 20th of May. I sup-
pose that from their nest somewhere in the neighbourhood their own voungs perished and
on hearing the voice of the hungry tits that were asking for food, the instinct of feeding
aroused in them and they satisfied the same on those young birds. During the entire
period of feeding the attitude of the old tit-pair was not hostile towards the pair of wren
carrying food to their youngsters.

Istvan Vasdrhelyi

Wall-creeper in Pécs. On the 20th of February, 1967, I saw a specimen on the northern
wall of the “Pius” church, and on the 24th I noticed 24 birds of the same kind on the same
place.

FEde Agdrdi

Grey-headed wagtail of the north in the county of Vas. For a long while but one speci-
men of the greyheaded wagtail ( Montacilla flava thunbergi) originating from the county
of Vas was known, collected by IsSTvAN CHERNEL on the Tth of May, 1899, in Témérd and
presented to the ornithology ecollection of the Museum of Szombathely, where it was
destroyed owing to the events of the war. The second specimen—Ilikewise a male—was
observed by me on the 24th of April, 1960, in the territory of this county in the surround-
ings of Narai, on the rural track-way between the v lllllgo and the wood. I could observe
this bird of confident attitude for a long while at a distance of scarcely 10 m, thus this
subspecies of salte-grey crown of head, without eye-stripe could strictly be determmed
especially on the score of the black feathers covering the ears.

Jozsef Csaba

Great grey shirke nesting near Kolozsvar. T had knowledge so far from the hatching
of great grey shirkes (Lanius excubitor) in the territory of Roumania only from the per-
tinent literature. At last I succeeded in the course of April 1967 to find a nestling pair
of great grey shirkes on the bank of the steamlet Nadas, in the surroundings of the village
of Szucsag. The nest was hidden from view by its builders in the inside of a bush of mist-
letoe (Viscum album ) that was flourishing on a high part of an aspen. I was observing the
pair of great grey shirkes feeding their youngsters and guarding carefully their nest,
during the period of 28th April—9th of May.

Miklés Béldy

Woodchat shirke in Miskole. The nestling of woodchat shirkes (Lanius senator) at the
foot of the Mountains of Biikk was mentioned already on several occasions by literature
however, it was not mentioned at all in the recent ten years. On the 17th of May 1966,
we were with the group of ornithologists under the leadership of L. B. SAGE, in Mlskolc,
and that was M. L. Casson, who drew ma attention to the fact that he hud seen a woodchat
shirke on the hill of Avas. When I got up the hill together with the other members of the
group I cought sight of the first specimen in the corner of the cemetery, and later on I
discovered the second one in the orchard situated behind the observation tower.

Dr. Andras Keve
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The spread of the house-sparrow in the mountains of the Biikk. Since the lst of March
1933, I have been living in the region of the fish breeding ponds of the valley of Garadna.
In this district I noticed house-sparrows previously only on three occasions, namely on
the 12th of February 1963 I saw a male, and on the 22nd of May 1944, as well as on the
Gth of March 1947 a hen on each occasion. Even these species were staying here for about
one or two hours only. They nurrished themselves especially on the feeding table. The
nearest site inhabited by house-sparrows was Hamor, situated at 4 kms. from the fish
breeding (called Hamor and Omassa), ; in the village itself house-sparrows, while on the
neighbouring wall rocks and hollows tree-sparrows had their nests. The house-sparrows
were passing from herin the course of 1945 up to the surroundings of the Palota Hotel, and
the station of the narrow guage railway, where they were regularly fed by the guests visit-
ing these places. In 1946 a stable was established by the Board of Woods and Forests
in the upper part of Lillafiired. House-sparrows immediately made their appearance in
the neighbourhood of same, and they even built their nests there. In 1947 there was like-
wise established a central stable in the valley of the Garadna, near the station of the nar-
row-gauge railway, at a distance of about 1.5 km from the fish breeding area. On this
place too a bigger flock of house-sparrows appeared immediately, that was constantly
netling there at least until 1. 3. 1967. In the course of the winter of 1958 one or one house-
sparrow could be seen in the territory of the fish breeding area. These, however, disap-
peared after having stayed there for a short while. One pair of them was the daily guest of
the fish breeding area for the whole day since the 5th of March 1949. They were twittering
too loud and gathering food especially near the living house. But in every instance they
left prior to the neightfall. On the 28th of March, they started the carrying of the nest
material into the rather shaking nest of the house martin situated under the eaves of
the house and they also spent the night there. The first brood was fledged with success.
They fed the young birds by the worms of the meath moth that was very frequent at
that time. However, the shaky nest tumbled down owing to the restlessness of the second
brood, the feathers of which were just growing. Owing to the fact that nobody was staying
at that time in the living house, the young birds all were killed by a playful dog. Here-
upon the old birds disappeared. During the period from 1950 till 19651in wintertime a pairsel-
dom made its appearance; these, however, always disapperaed late in the afternoon.
In the spring of 1965 an other pair removed here occupying a desk hollow placed under
the eaves of the building and raised with success three broods by feeding them especially
with insects and worms. However, after the third brood was flown away, they disappear-
ed together with them and made their appearance again only at the beginning of the
spring of 1966, occupying the old nesting hollow. Together with these birds also another
pair of house-sparrows settled down there and occupied the primitive, narrow small box
of slight dimensions near the hollow hooked onto the wall. Likewise three broods were
made flown off by this pair. After the young birds had left the nest, all of them were
scattered in all directions. Although, the old birds remained already here for the winter.
Moreover, then a third pair joined them by occupying the nest of a house martin. They
again carried nest material late in the autumn and passed the night heer. They procured
their food especially from the throw-out of the kettle near to the nest serving for the
preparation of the fish food. '

On the 18th of May, from 5 o’clock in the morning till 7 o’clock in the evening I counted
several feedings at the hollow that were inhabited formerly. The result of this counting
is as follows; the hen fed the young birds on 277 oceasions, the male in 152 instances, that
is altogether 429 oceasions. The number of the young birds was 6. It is interesting that the
hen left on each occasion with a heap of excreement in its beak, and let it drop for away
from the nest. The male, however, never did so. For feeding exclusively insects and worms
of different types were carried by them. '

Under these circumstances the sparrows are decidedly useful because a great quantity
of insects and worms are consumed by them. They do not hinder the tits in their nesting.
They do not frequent the winter feeders, because we exclusively fill them with animal
seraps, and chiefly with suet.

Istvan Vasarhelyi

House-sparrows eating young swallows. By the extraordinary ad remarkable weather
at the end of May, 1966, abnormal phenomens were caused in respect of the habit of live
of the birds. The below letter is a report on the most striking case:

A pair of sweallows (Hirundo rustica) has been living for two decades in a nest on our
house in Fadd. At the end of 1966, when the hatched-out young birds had to be fed, it
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was so cold that the old birds could not provide for the food and the young birds perished
in the nest. After the mother bird came off from the nest, the house-sparrows devoured
the little carrions. They also had young birds at this time. Taking into consideration the
unusual weather I did not find this fact strange. In the contrary, [ found it peculiar that
in June, when the swallows were repeatedly hatching and the young birds were some-days
old, the sparrows went to war against the pair of the swallow and removed the young
swallows by force cutting them into strips for their own nestlings. Nevertheless, it was not
cold at that time and there was a quantity of other food available in abundance. In June,
(when the said pair of swallows was hatching for the second time) further three pairs
of swallows begun to build a nest on our house. Having, however seen the bitter struggle
betwaen the first pair of swallows and the sparrows, they desisted from the nesting and
abandonned our household. They were followed by the first pair of swallows in a short
time and they did not even returned in September for a farewell as they had done in the
course of former years. I thought that thereupon no swallow will build a hest on our house.
My fears were, however, l"\rl.l"p;(‘l"ltﬂd because our swallows arrived even this year and
they even hatched successfully having not been trubled by the sparrows.

Istvan Borda

Black-headed bunting in the mountains of Dobrudzsa. The black-headed bunting
(Emberiza melamocephala Seop.) is one of the species to be found most rarely in the terri-
tory of Roumania. A unique species of the same is known that was found near Murfatlar,
in May 1909; another species was observed by M. R. DrosT on “Kigy6k Szigete” (island
of serpents) on the 7th of May 1928. The first species was observed by me near the Tulcea
(Dubrudzsa region). In only appeared for & moment, therefore, so I could not collect it.
Thereupon I did not observe them for more than one year, finally I succeeded to keep
under observation for more than a quarter of an hour a male specimen of a very pleasant
colouration at a small distance on the 2nd of July, 1967. The site of observation was an
orchard abounding in undergrowth and that was lined with hedges. Afterwards it has
come to my ear that also the natural scientist, Mr. DimiTrI RADU observed a specimen
on the 30th June 1967, on the island of the Danube Delta, called Garaorman.

Botond J. Kiss

Birds hatching on the top of artificial nesting boxes. As it is also proved by the below
examples, the top of artificial nesting boxes may serve as a possibility of nesting for spe-
cies that are hatching in open air. In 1960, in the village of Tahi, a spotted flycatcher
( Muscicapa striata) was hatching on the top of a nesting box made of boards, type B..
In 1967, on the top of a nesting “box of board, Type B, accommodated under the eaves
of a house in Leanyfalu a blackbird (Twurdus merulrz) and in the nesting box a great tit-
mouse (Parus maior) was hatching, and rearing their young birds together. At te same
time on the top of a nesting box made of a green tube of bakelite where a tree-sparrows
(Passer montanus) laid the foundation of its house, a collared turtle-dover (Streptopelia
decaocto) was nesting. There were, in all these cases, possibilities for nesting in abundance.

Péter Somogyi
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