NEHANY ADAT A GERECSE-HEGYSEG RITKABBMADARAIROL

Dr. Saghy Antal

A Gerecse-hegység a Magyar Kozéphegység északkeleti darabja. Jol kive-
hetd természetes hatirai nyugaton a tata-dunaalmaisi, délen a tata-bicskei
torésvonal, mig északon a Duna-vélgy, majd keleten a dorog-piliscsabai volgy.
A kevéshé ismert hegységeink kozé tartozik, madirtani szemponthdl is, pedig
madarviliga igen gazdag és viltozatos. Kiilonosen ragadozokban vald vi-
szonylagos gazdagsiga érdemel figyelmet, amit stirli erddségei, hatalmas szik-
labércei mint kitind fészkelGhelyek, valamint a hegységgel tOszomszédos
lapalyos teriiletek és a Duna arteriileteinek jo t.dpld.lkOZdSl lehetGségei bizo-
nyara kell6en indokolnak. Az alibbiakban mintegy 30 évre visszanyulo fel-
jegyzéseimbél kiozreadom a ritka vagy ritkdbb madarainkra vonatkozé el6-
fordulasi adatokat.

Aquila chrysaetos (L). 1953 szeptemberében Labatlan kornyékén egy sériilt,
rendkiviil erds, fiatal tojo példinyt fogtak. SZEKERES JiN0s nyergestjfalusi
tanar tartotta kb. egy hétig. A madar napi adagja egy kifejlett macska, vagy
ennek megfelel6 mennyiségli his volt. Egy heti kezelés utdn (16tt és titéstol
szarmazo) sériiléseit kiheverte, s a Hortobagyra keriilt.

Haliaeétus albicilla (L.). 1939. szeptember elején elejtettek egyet Labatlan
hatiraban. — 1940. januar 11-én WILLERDING JOzSEF-fel alltunk a labatlani
szivattyuhdz tetején, amikor egy hatalmas rétisast latunk a Duna folydsaval
ellenkezd irdinyba repiilni. A sas egyszerre csak korozni kezd a zajlé Duna
felett, s egyrelejjebb ereszkedik. A 16 X -os tdveso azt is pontosan mutatja,
hogy mire palyazik. Egy vadliba lebben ki a jégtorlaszok mogiil, s kétségbe-
esetten igyekszik menekiilni. A nagy madar méltésagteljes %7drny0badeOklxal

tldozi. Iranyunkban, kb. 400—500 méterre téliink egyszerre a levegében el-
kapja a libat. A holtrarémiilt allat kiterjesztett szarnyakkal, 16g6, félrebillent
nyakkal, mozdulatlanul fiigg a hatalmas karmok kozott. Majd a sas stlyos
terhét rovid repiilés utin leejti a vizre, mely élve tiinik el a jégtorlaszok mo-
gott, mig a sas tovabb vitorlizik. Ez volt elsé talalkozasom él6 réti sassal.

SzZEKERES JANOs 1954. aprilis 4-én latott egyet Nyergesujfalu felett elvo-
nuléoban. A Gerecsében fészkelését bizonyitani nem sikeriilt, még valdszini-
sit6é adatunk sincs erre vonatkozoan.

Aquila helica (Sav.). Gombaspusztai fészkelését SzUR JOzsEF erdész értesi-
tése alapjan SZEKERES JANOS tanar allapitotta meg, aki 1954. V. 16-dn egy
feny6fan lakott fészkét taldlta és ugyanitt tollait is szedte, melyekbdl a
Madartani Intézetnek is kiildéttiink, s dr. PATRAT azokat parlagi sas tollainak
hatirozta meg. — SzGRrR JOzZSEF szerint ez a fészek évek ota lakott volt. —
SzerERES JANOS Nyergesajfalun 1954. aprilisban egy alkalommal, szeptember-
ben pedig két izben latott Atvonul6 példinyokat. — Dr. PATkA1 IMRE 1958.
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méarcius elején latott egy példanyt az Asszonyhegy felett. Ugyanezen id6ben a
siitt6i Erdészethez is keriilt egy elhullott példany, melyet BUTTNER GYULA
erdémérnok a Madartani Intézetnek ajindékozott. SzUcs LAszLo erdészeti
szakel6add 1960 tavaszan hirom példany légi jatékat figyelte meg a Nagy-
Tekehegy felett.

Hieraaetus pennatus (Gm.). 1954 junius 19-én ejtették el egy példanyat
Nyergestjfalu kornyékén. A madar életben maradt. Mell- és szarnyseériilése
volt. SZEKERES JANOS értesitése alapjan a sast megtekintettem, és ennek ered-
ményét a Madartani Intézettel kozoltem. — A Gerecsében fészket nem sike-
riillt felfedezniink, s ezen egyetlen bizonyité példanyon kiviil egyéb adatunk
vele kapesolatban nines.

Falco cherrug Gray. A Gerecsében szérvanyosan kolt. Kvracsy JANOs sze-
rint Pusztamaroton (Kis-Gerecse) 1936-ban elhagyott kobanyaban fészkelt.
WILLERDING is gyakran megfigyelte. VAsvArr és KEVE szerint Bajotnal az
Oregké-sziklan fészkelt. KuvE koltési id6ben taldlta tollit a Pisznice oldald-
ban. Magam 1943. V. 15-én a dunamocsi szigeten figyeltem meg egyet. 1953.
jaliusiban dr. PATkAT IMRE Siitté kornyékén latta. 1954. augusztusaban
Szomras LAszLO ejtett Banyahegyen egy fiatal tojo példanyt, mely kitomve
a Madartani Intézet gylijteményébe keriilt. — SzEKERES JANOS tandr 1954.
majusaban nogy fiokas fészkét tudta az OregkSben (Bajot mellett), ugyancsak
harom fidkas és egy tojdssal Nagy-Somlyo hegyen (Dunaszentmiklos mellett).
Kopeteket mindkét helyrdl hozott s azokat tovabbitottuk a Madartani Inté-
zetnek. TépGhelyein tilnyomoreészt tirge- -koponydkat talilt SZEKERES, vala-
mint iirgeszort, de fogolytollat is. — 1955- ben februar 27-én hallotta elGszor
hangjukat SzEKERES JAN0s. Méarciusban tobbszor jelentkeztek a bajoti Oreg-
k6 tajin. Aprilis 2-4n ugyanitt a tavalyi fészek helyén a sziklafalon egy kb.
arasznyi atmérdji kis godor volt kikaparva. Aprll]‘% 23-4n 3 tojast latott itt
— de lehetett tobb is, sziniikk barnas, téglavores —, hegyiikkel osszefelé
allitva. A tojo ilte a tojasokat. Ez a fészek SZEKERES szerint kb. 10—12 éves.
Az oregek az Osszes észleltek kozott a legvilagosabbak, pofaszakall nélkiil.
Ezzel szemben a Pisznicében észlelt kerecsenek szinte egészben feketék, pota-
szakdllal. Egy par fészkelt még a Nagy-Somlyon (Gombas-puszta) és egy par
a Fehérkon (Héreg mellett.) .

Er(lokessegkent emlitem, hogy a bajoti Oregkd fehér kisziklas, mig a Pisz-
nice vorosmarvany. Az oregl\m madarak vilaigosabbak, a pisznic ciek sotéteb-
bek. Vajon a kornyék drnyalata, vagy a madarak tollruhdjanak a kérnyezet-
hez vald alkalmazkodéasa teszi-e?

1958. mércius elején dr. PATKAT IMRE ismét észlelte egy példinyit a Teke-
hegy oldaliban. Szomias LAszré szerint a Fehérkdn, a Gerecse déli végénél
minden évben kolt a kerecsen: legutébb 1959-ben figyelték meg. A Hajagos
nevii, Héreghez tartozo erddrészben 1959-ben egy otos fészekaljat talaltak,
ugyvancsak Szomias LAszro6 kozlése szerint.

Faleco subbuteo (L.). A Gerecsében fészkelésérdl nines tudomésunk. 1953.
juliusdban dr. PATkAT IMRE Bikolpusztan latta btizakeresztek kozott vadész-
gatni.

Falco columbarius (L.). SZERERES JANOs Nyergestjfalu kornyékén 1954.
januar kozepe tajan észlelt egy példinyt dtvonuloban.

Buteo rufinus (Cretzschm.). A Gerecsében egyetlen példiny keriilt csak
kézre. 1944. IX. 13-in ejtette Ficza FEruNc erdész. Mar romlottan kaptam
kézhez s igy elkiildeni sehova nem tudtam, igy hdrom testhelyzetben lefény-
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képeztem és a képeket kiildottem be a Madéartani Intézetnek. Mérete: teljes
hossza: 590 mm; cs6rhossza: 25 mm; szarnyhossza: 455 mm; kiterjesztett
szdrnyhossza: 1500 mm ; farkhossza: 270 mm.

Pernis apivorus (L.). A Gerecsén 1944. V. 29-én ejtett Ficza FERENC egy
példinyt, mely jelenleg kitomve birtokomban van. Tobb el¢fordulisa, fészke-
lése nem ismeretes.

Milvus migrans (Bodd.). Labatlanon szimtalanszor megfigyeltem, amint
méltdsagteljes szarnycsapdsokkal érkezett a Bersek-hegy feldl a Duna folé.
Itt hosszu ideig vitorldzott a viz f6lott, majd lecsapott s uténa visszafelé vette
tjat az erdd irdnydba, ahol feltehetéleg a fészke volt, bar errdl biztos értesii-
lést nem szereztem. — 1943. VII. 29-én a neszmélyi szigetek kozott vadisz-
tunk, amikor a sziget derekdnal a viz felett 4116 nagy fiizfikrol egy fiatal pél-
diny rebbent fel, melyet elejtettem.

Bubo bubo (L.). Vezir KArRoLy erdész 1915-t0l egészen 1927-ig minden
évben, tavasszal hallotta hangjukat az Asszonyhegyben. 1915-nyardn, Gzhi-
vaskor mindkettd feje felett repkedett kaffogva, olykor szinte foghato kazel-
ségben. 1927-ben az uradalmi kocsis meglétte az egyiket. Ezt €lve hozta haza.
Ezutén eltintek. — 1935 t4jin SCHENKENGEL FERENC-né], Siittén egy, a ko-
bényékban szedett fiatalt littam, mely kb. egy fél év mulva, a meg nem feleld
taplalék miatt elpusztult. Irs. APRILY ANTAL szerint, Siittén, a Kessel ko-
banyaban 1928—1936 kozott jart egy pir. Ennek fickait is szedték. — WiL-
LERDING Lébatlanon a Sarkédnylyuk banydban 1941. XI. 11-én és 29-én hal-
lotta hangjat, 1943. ITI. 14-én és 15-én tjra észlelte, és 1943 oktober hoban
egy példinyt ejtettek ugyanitt, amelyet kitémve magam is lattam. — 1960
tavaszin Sziics LAszro szalonkahtzéskor hallotta hangjat, a pisznicei ko-
banyak feldl. e

Monticola saxatilis (L.). A bajoti Oregkd kornyékét részben a kvirigo tész-
kelése miatt nyilvanitottik védett teriiletté. 1937-ben fiatal példanyat figyel-
tem meg a siitt6i Didsvolgy kéfejtében. Ritkan keriil szem elé, gy litszik a
kéfejt6k munkajival jaro zaj és mozgis nem kedvez elterjedésének. A tardosi
vorosmarvany banyédkban nem észleltem, de Szomyas LAszro sem talalkozott
veliik, ugyanitt.

Nucifraga caryocatactes (L.). Térn GyuLra erdész a Pisznice alatt 1955. feb-
rudr 8-an figyelt meg egy példanyt.

Prunella collaris (Scop.). 1941. I1. 6-4n ejtettem egy példinyt a labatlani
cementgyar teriiletén, mely VAsvAri szerint a torzsfajtanak bizonyult.
—1941. XI. 9-én WILLERDING JOZSEF Gijra megfigyelte a Sarkanylyuk banya-
ban. Szerinte egyes hidegebb teleken nagyobb csoportokban jelenik meg
ugyanitt. — 1946. telén ismét észlelt 2-3 példanyt a labatlani cementgyér
teriiletén.

Tichodroma muraria (L.). A Gerecsében a ritka vonuldk kozé tartozik.
WILLERDING JOZSEF az els6 példanyt 1912—13-ban a labatlani Fekete-bénya-
ban gylijtotte. A masodikat kb. 1922-ben a Bersek-banyéban. A harmadikat
a Sarkanylyuk-bianyaban; a negyediket szintén ugyanott. A negyedik példiny
szép piros szinezetl volt. Az 6todik, ugyanezen binydban ejtett (1940. 1L
18.) példanyt Vasvir: MikLOs a Madértani Intézet néhai féadjunktusa 1940.
II. 21-én kelt levelében nyugtizza, mint bekiildottet. — 1941. XI. 27-én
WiILLERDING a Kecskek6ben észlel egy példinyt. — 1942, XII. 3-dn, 1943.
X. 31-énszép himet 1at;1943. XI. 27-én egy élénkebb és kettd fakobb szinezeti
példényt észlel; 1944. II. 17-kériil gyakran latja az emlitett mészkobanydk-
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ban. — Siittén ifj. APRILY ANTAL-n4l egy kitomott példanyt lattam, melyet a
régebbi években a banyakban ejtettek. — VasviArt MikLos féadjunktus 1940.
II. 14-én kelt levelében igy ir: ,,A hajnalmadar (7Tichodroma muraria L.)
megfigyelése is igen becses. Vajon hol fészkelhetnek ezek? Van egy régebbi
adatom Esztergom kornyékérdl aprilis 1-i ditummal (1), ez mar elég késéi. ..”
— A siittoi kébanyakban MaJor IsSTVAN banyamester megfigyelése szerint zi-
mankos idd elétt jelentkezik. Eszlelték a Dunaalmés- kérnyéki kébanydkban
is. Banyahegyen HorvATrH ENDRE keriiletvezetd erdésznél lattam 1943-ban
egy ezid6tajt ejtett és kitomott példanyt. A tardosi vorosmarvany banyakban
is ismételten észlelték.

Bar nem tartozik szorosan a Gerecséhez, mint érdekességet emlitem, hogy
az esztergomi Bazilikiban is megfigyelték egy-egy példanyat, s6t 1957-ben
ketto szedegetett téli iddszakban a falakon és a szobrok hajlataiban.

Tetrastes bonasia (L.). 1936-ban id. WILLERDING JOzSEF el6tt kelt két pél-
diny a Gerecsében. — Bar nem tartozik ez sem szorosan a Gerecséhez, de
érdekességként és valoszinlisité adatként emlitem DR, VASVARI MIKLOS 1942,
I. 15-én kelt sorait: ... Egy bardtom csaszarmadarat 16tt a kézelmualtban
Esztergom mellett; Pilismaréton pedig akkoriban szintén lattak egyet...”

Dryocopus martius (L.). 1937 nyaran a kis Gerecsében tobb izben lattam és
hallottam is. — Villerding 1943. VI. 13-dn észlelte a labatlani erddkben.
Szerinte majd minden évben fészkel itt egy par. — 1960. aprilis-méjusban
SzoMiAs LAszro figyelte sikeres koltését Banyahegy kornyékén.
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Data covering more scarce birds of the mountains of “Gereese”’
by Dr. Antal Saghy

The mountains of “Gerecse” form the North-Eastern part of the Hungarian Central
Range of Mountains. Its natural confines may easily be distinguished: in the West the
line of the valley of Tata-Dunaalmas, in the South that of Tata-Bicske, while in the North
the valley of the Danube and in the East that of Dorog- Piliscsaba. It belongs also from the
ornithological point of view to our less known mountains, being nevertheless, its avifauna
rather abundant and various. It is especially its relative abundance in birds of prey that
deserves attention, fact that may certainly be justified by its dense forest-lands, its hugh
rocky horsts serving as a splendid nesting place, as well as the plain areas situated in the
immediate vicinity of the mountains, moreover the good feeding possibilities of the river
flats of the Danube. In the following I will set forth the data covering the presence of our
birds which appear here seldom or are very seldom, data going back to a period of almost
30 years.

Aquila chrysaetos (L). In September 1953 a wounded young and extremely strong hen
was cought in the neighbourhood of the village of Labatlan. The bird was kept for about
a week by Mr. JAN0s SzEKERES, Professor, living in the village of Nyergesujfalu. The daily
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meat ration of the birds was a quantity corresponding to the body of a well developed
cat or some similar quantity of meat. Upon a treatment of one week she got over its
wounds (due to shot and hit) and was transported to the district of the Hortobéagy.

Haliaeétus albicilla (L) At the beginning of September 1939, a specimen of this bird
tumbled down in the confines of the village of Labatlan. — On the 11th of January 1940
we were standing with Mr. J6zsEr WILLERDING on the top of the pump-station of Labatlan
when we saw a hugh osprey fly in a direction against the course of the Danube. Suddenly
the osprey began to hover above the drifting Danube and alighted itself continually more
downwards. The telescope, type 16 X made exactely visible what was the aim of the
osprey. A wild-goose made its appearance among the ice-barriers and made desperate
efforts to escape. It was pursued by the hugh bird that made majestic wing-flaps. At a
distance of about 400 to 500 meters, in the direction towards us, it suddenly cought the
wild-goose in the air. The animal that was afraid to death was hanging with extended
wings, and with a pendant neck fallen to one side, quite immovably among the hugh
clutches. Furtheron, after a short fly, the osprey let its heavy charge fallen onto the water
that disappeared alive behind the ice-barriers, while the osprey went on sailing. That
was my first meeting with an osprey alive.

On the 4th of April 1954, Mr. JANOS SZEKERES saw a specimen being under passage,
ower the village of Nyergesujfalu. We did not succeed in proving its nesting in the Moun-
tains of ,,Gerecse”, we even do not dispose of probably data in this respect.

Aquila heliaca (Sav.). The nesti ngof this bird in the area of Gombés-puszta was stated
by Professor JANOs SZEKERES, on the basis of the notification given by the game keeper
Mr. Jézser SzUR, who found its inhabited nest on a pine on the 16th of May 1954, and
even collected its feathers on the same place from which some were placed at the disposal
of the Ornithology Institute and determined by dr. PATkAT1as being feathers of an osprey.
—According to Mr. JOzSEF SzUR, this nest was inhabited for several years.—Specimens
being under passage were seen by Mr. JANOS SzZEKERES in April 1954 in Nyergesujfalu
on one occasion, and in September of the same year in two instances.—At the beginning
of 1958, dr. IMRE PATKAT saw one specimen above the hill called “Asszonyhegy”. At the
same time a perished specimen was brought to the Woods and Forest Office of Siittd,
that was given by the forestry engineer Mr. Gyura BOTTNER to the Ornithology Institute.
In autumn of 1960 Mr. LAszrLé Sz(ics, forest-expert observed the air-play of three speci-
mens over the hill called , Nagy-Tekehegy”.

Hieraaetus pennatus (Gm.). One specimen of this bird tumbled down on the 19th of
June, 1954 in the environs of the village of Nyergesujfali. The bird remained alive. It
suffered of sereval wounds on the chest and the wing. I went to look at the osprey on the
score of the notification received from Mr. JANOs SZEREKES and imparted to the Ornitho-
logyical Institue the result of my observation.—We could not succeed to find a nest in
the Mountains of “Gerecse” and we have not any data in respect of this bird except this
unique specimen that may serve as a proof.

Falco cherrug Gray. This bird is hatching sparsely in the Mountains of “Gerecse”.
According to Mr. JAxos KuLcsy, it was nesting in an abandoned quarry in the village of
Pusztamarot (Mountain of “Kis-Gerecse”) in the course of 1936. According ot Mr. VASVART
and Mr. KEvE it was nesting near the village of Baj6t, on the rock called “Oregkd”.
Mr. Keve found its feathers in hatching time on the side of the hill called “Pisznice”
I observed a specimen on the 15th of May 1943 my self on the island called “Dunamoes”.
Dr. Imre PATKAT saw this bird in July 1953, in the neighbourhood of Siitt4. In the course
of August 1954, Mr. LAszL6 Szomsas shot down a young hen in the village called Banya-
hegy, that was stuffed and brought to the collection of the Ornithologycal Institute.—In
May 1954, Professor Mr. JANOsS SZEKERES was familiar with a nest containing four nest-
lings in the rock of “Oregkd”, (near the village of Bajét) and he had likewise knowledge
of a nest containing three young birds together with an egg on the hill called “Nagy-
Somly6” near the village of Dunaszentmiklés. He collected expectorations from both
places and passed on these to the Ornithologycal Institute. On their places of tearing,
Mr. Szexeres found predominantly craniums of gophers as well as hair of gophers, how-
ever, he found also feathers of partridges.—Mr. SZERERES heard their voice for the first time
on the 27th of February 1955.—In March they often appeared in the neighbourhood of
the rock of “Oregké”. On the 2nd of April, just here, on the place of nest that was found
last year, and situated on the rock-wall, a little hole of about one span was scratched out.
On the 23rd of April, he saw three eggs here,—however, it may be that there were more
eggs there they were of brownish, brick-red colour, set together by the peaks. The hen
was sitting on the eggs. According to Mr. SZEKERES, this nest may be of about 10 to 12
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vears. The old birds were the most light-coloured ones among 21l specimens observed so
far, without side-whiskers. On the other hand, lanners observed on the mountain of
“Pisznice” are almost entirely black and have side-whiskers. Another pair of them was
nesting on the hill of “Nagy-Somly6” (near Gombas-puszta), and another one on the hill
of “Fehérks” (near the village of Heéreg). -

I would mention, as a matter of curiosity, that the hill of “Oregkd”, near the village of
Bajot, is of white rocks, while that of “Pisznice” is red-marbled. The birds of the hill
“Oregkd” are more light-coloured, while those that can be found on the hill of *“Pisznice”
are more deep-coloured. May this fact be due to the shade of colours of the environs or
to the adaptation of the feathers of the birds to the surroundings?

At the beginning of March 1958, another specimen of this bird was observed by dr.
IMrE PATkAT on the slope of the hill called “Teke”. According go Mr. LASZLO SZoMJIAS,
lenners were hatching every year in the Southern confines of the Mountains of “Gerecse”,
on the hill of “Fehérkd”, for the last time they have been observed in 1959. In 1959—ac-
cording to the information received from the same Mr. LAszLO Szomras—a nestful con-
sisting of five birds was found in the wood-sector called “Hajagos”.

Faleo subbuteo L. We are uninformed on its nesting in the Mountains of “Gerecse”.
In July 1953, dr. IMRE PATKAT saw one go hunting among the stook of wheat.

Falco columbarius. L. In the middle of January 1954, Mr. JANo0S SZEKERES observad a
specimen under passage in the neighbourhood of Nyergesujfalu.

Buteo rufinus (Cretzschm.) In the mountains of “Gerecse” only one specimen was
found, it was shot by the game-keeper Mr. FERENC FiczA on September 13th 1944, when
it was handed over to me it had been deteriorated so I could not send it anywhere, but I
made photographs of it in three different postures and sent these to the Ornithological
Institute. Dimensions: total length: 590 mm, length of the bill: 25 mm, length of the
wing: 455 mm, length of spread wings: 1500 mm, length of tail: 270 mm.

Pernis apivorus (L). On the 29th of May 1944, Mr. Ferexc Ficza brought down a
bird of this type in the mountains of the “Gerecse”, This stuffed specimen is in my posses-
sion. Any other presence or nesting of this species is not known.

Milvus migrans ( Bodd). I observed in many instances this bird in the environs of the
village of Labatlan, arriving with majestic wing-flaps over the Danube from the direction
of the hill “Bersek”. Here it was sailing for a long while over the water, then it suddenly
swept down and took its course ib the direction of the forest where, in all probability its
nest might have been, however, I did not get any certain information of it.—On the 29th
of July 1943, we were hunting among the islands of “Neszmély”, when in the central part
of the island, a young specimen scared off from the large willow-trees grown over the
water. I succeeded to bring it down.

Bubo bubo (L). The game-keeper, Mr. KAROLY VEZER heard their voice every year
between 1915 and 1927, in the springtime on the mountain called “Asszonyhegy”. In the
Summer of 1915 it was flying about, cracking over his head. In the time when the deers
were calling, sometime they approached them to a proximity of being almost cought.
In 1927, the coachman of the domain wounded one of them by schooting, and brought it
home alive. Hereupon, they disappeared.—In the time of 1935 1 saw in the village of
Siitté, by Mr. F. SCHENKEGEL, a young specimen that had been in the quarries, but
perished in about half a year owing to the unsuitable food conditions. According to Mr.
AnTAL APrILY YR. in the quarry called “Kessel”, in the village of Siitté a pair was staying
between 1928 and 1936. Even the young sters of this pair were gatheres. — On the 11th
and the 29th of November 1941, Mr. WILLERDING heard its voice in the quarry called
“Sarkanylyuk”, situated near the village of Labatlan; he again observed them on the 14th
and 15th of March 1943, and a specimen of them was shot in October 1943 on the same
place. Later I saw it already stuffed out.—Mr. LAszr6 Sziics heard their voice in the Spring
of 1960 at wisp-time over the quarries of “Pisznice”.

Monticola saxatilis (L). The environs of the hill “Oregké” near the village of Bajot,
were declared as nature reserve territory partly for the nesting of the reed-warbler. In 1937
1 observed a young specimen of this species in the quarries called “Di6svolgy”, near the
village of Siittd. It came rarely before me, the noise and movement connected with the
work of the quarries seem not to promote their spreading. I did not observe them in the
red-marble quarries of “Tardos”, neither did Mr. LAszLO SzoMrAs meet them on the same

lace.
L Nueifraga caryocatactes (L). One specimen of this bird was observed by the game-keeper
Mr. Gyura TOTH on the 8th of February 1955, under the hill called “Pisznice”.
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Prunella collaris (Seop). On the 6th of February 1941, I brought down a specimen
in the area of the cementworks of the village of Léabatlan; it proved to be a branch-spe-
cimen according to Mr. VASVARI.—On the 9th of November 1941, Mr. Joézser WILLER-
DING observed it again in the quarry called “Sarkanylyuk”. Ae (ording to him during the
colder winters it appeares on the same place gathered in bigger flocks. — In the winter of
1946 he perceived again 2 or 3 specimens in the area of the cement-works of Labatlan.

Tichodroma muraria (L). This type of bird is classed among those which passed seldom
over the mountains of “Gerecse”. The first specimen was collected by Mr. Jozser WILLER-
DING in the quarry called “Fekete-banya” near the village of Labatlan, in the course of
1912 to 1913. The second one was gathered in about 1922, in the quarry called “Bersek”.
The third one was collected in the quarry of “Sarkanylyuk”; and the fourth also in the
same place. The fourth specimen was beautifully red-coloured. The fifth spe (mwn, shot
down in the same quarry (on the 18th of February, 1940), was confirmed as a “collected
specimen” in a letter dated February 21st 1940, signed by Mr. M1kLGS VASVARI, the late
Assistant In Chief of the Ormtho]ogmal Institute.—On the 27th of November 1941,
Mr. WILLERDING observed a specimen in the hill of “Kecskek6”.—On the 3rd of December
1942 and on the 31st of October 1943 he saw beautiful males; on the 27th of November
1943, he observed a brightcoloured specimen; about the 17th of February 1944 he often
saw them in the above mentioned stone-quarries.—In the village of Stittd, at Mr. ANTAL

RILY’s YR. I saw a stuffed out specimen that had been shot in the quarries in the course
of the previous years.—In a letter dated te 14th of February 1940, Mr. MI1kLOS VASVARI,
Assistant In Chief, reports as follows: “The observation made of the wall-creeper (Tichod-
roma muraria L.) are also exceedingly valuable. Where may these birds be nesting?
I am in possession of a former data from the environs of the town of Esztergom dated the
1dt of April (!) and this is recent enough. ..” According to the observations of the quarry-
master ISTVAN MaJor, made in the quarries of Siitt6, this bird makes its appearance
prior to the frosty weather. It had also been observed in the quarries situated in the envi-
rons of Dunaalmés. In 1943 I saw a stuffed specimen in Béanyahegy at Mr. ExDRE HOR-
vATH, Forester In Chief of the district, that he had brought down at that time. This bird
was repeatedly observed in the red-marble quarries of “Tardos”, too.

I would mention as a fact of curiosity — however it is not strictly connected with the
mountains of “Gerecse”—that I observed a speecimen of this bird at the cathedral of
Esztergom, too, and indeed, in 1957, in winter-time, two specimens were gathering on the
walls and in the bends of the statues.

Tetrastes bonasia (L). In 1936, Mr. JézseF WILLERDING senior, shot down two speci-
mens in the mountains of “Gerecse”. —Though,it is not strictly connected with the moun-
tain of “Gerecse”, nevertheless I do mention a letter of Dr. MIKLGS VASVARI, dated the
15th January 1942, as a fact of curiosity and as data of probability: “...A friend of mine
has shot recently a hazel-grouse near Esztergom; and at the same time also in the village
of Pilismarét a specimen could be seen..."!

Dryocopus martius (L). In Summer of 1937, I saw and even heard this bird on several
occasions in the mountains of the “Little Gerecse”. Mr. WILLERDING observed it in the
forests near the village of Labatlan, on the 13th June, 1943. According to him one pair
was nesting every year in this district.—In April and May 1960, their successful hatching
was observed by Mr. LAszLO Szomyas, in the neighbourhood of the village of Banyahegy.
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