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MULTICULTURALITY AND INTERCULTURALITY:
THE CASE OF TIMISOARA

VICTOR NEUMANN

West University of Timigoara, Timisoara
Romania

Geographically situated some 550 kilometers southeast of Vienna and 250 kilome-
ters southeast of Budapest, Timisoara assimilated the influences of the two former
imperial capitals relatively quickly. Its European openness was facilitated by the
practice of plurilingualism and multiconfessionalism. At the beginning of the 20th
century, Timisoara’s population spoke five languages, namely Hungarian, German,
Serbian, Romanian and Bulgarian. The main religious affiliations were Ro-
man-Catholic, Orthodox, Greek-Catholic, Evangelic-Lutheran, Reformist-Calvin-
ist Churches and Jewish. Interculturality and the intermingling of populations gen-
erated a very promising social culture. Analyzed from the behavioral point of view,
Timisoara was an example of multi-cultural and intercultural society for two centu-
ries, which made it possible for this center to be integrated into Europe ever since
the 19th century and to represent the main link between the Austrian-Hungarian
Monarchy and the Balkan Peninsula. The multicultural and intercultural dimensions
gave consistency to the anti-totalitarian resistance over the course of the 20th cen-
tury. This was why the intellectuals in the post-Ceausescu period defined the city’s
distinctiveness with the expression “the spirit of Timisoara”.

Keywords: Timisoara, Banat, region, multiculturalism, multi-confessionalism,
interculturality, melting-pot, ambivalence, citizen, civic society, 1989 revolt, iden-

tity

Geographically situated at 550 km southeast of Vienna and 250 km southeast
of Budapest, Timisoara assimilated the influences of the two former imperial cap-
itals relatively quickly. In 1910 the city was home to 72,555 inhabitants; it had
two technical institutions of higher education, two episcopates, 62 small and me-
dium sized factories, 132 scientifical and professional associations, 7 dailies, 17
printing houses and musical life of a very high standard. Boasting 11,656 pupils
and high school students in 1906, Timisoara used to be a real city of education. In
1911 the local authorities were allowed to set up the second technical university in
the eastern territories of the Monarchy. After Budapest, Timisoara became one of
the most important and modern cities in the castern part of Austro-Hungary.'
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The openness of the city towards Europe was facilitated by the practice of
plurilingualism and multi-confessional life. At the beginning of the 20th century
the inhabitants of Timisoara spoke five languages, namely: Hungarian, German,
Serbian, Romanian and Bulgarian. The majority of the population was bilingual,
speaking Hungarian and German. The use of four to five languages at the same
time used to be a badge of cultural pride for those people. Their main religious af-
filiations were Roman-Catholic, Orthodox, Greek-Catholic, Evangelic-Lutheran,
Reformist-Calvinist and Jewish. Interculturality and the intermingling of the dif-
ferent populations created a social culture of a high standard. Under those circum-
stances statistics are, I believe, less relevant. However, I will mention some fig-
ures. Analyzed from many viewpoints, such as urban, social, cultural, pedagogi-
cal and behavioral, in the year 1910 Timisoara was integrated into Europe and
played the role of the “main chain of contact between the Monarchy and the Bal-
kans.” The social culture formed during the dual monarchy proved to be useful
throughout the 20th century.” This aspect all the more worthy of mention in light
of the fact that the multicultural and intercultural character of the city gave consis-
tency to anti-totalitarian resistance. The Romanian press and literature in the
post-Ceausescu period defined the specificity of the city with the expression “the
spirit of Timisoara.”

Despite the pressures of the Magyar assimilation process in 1880-1914, the
tentative of Serbian annexation during First World War and the politics of Roma-
nian assimilation started in 1919, Timisoara continued to be a cosmopolitan city
throughout the 20th century as well. It was remarkable that for a long time the citi-
zens spoke German, Hungarian, Serbian, Bulgarian and Romanian and that the
differences based on idiom, ethnography and faith were not defining features like
in the Balkans or within the territories under direct German influence. The name
of the city was known in all important languages used by its inhabitants: Temes-
war, Temeschburg, Temesvar, Temisvaru and Timisoara. The acknowledgement
of the diverse historical heritages demanded that the religious practices of each
cultural group be recognized. The Romanians were of Orthodox and Greek-Cath-
olic denominations (Victor Neumann 2001);’ Hungarians were Roman-Catholic
and Reformist-Calvinist, and Germans were Roman-Catholics and to lesser extent
Evangelist-Lutherans (Andrei Corbea-Hoisie, Jacques Le Rider 1996).* Jews
were both of Ashkenazi and Sephardic denominations, but there were also Re-
formists or Neologues (Victor Neumann 2006).” The cultural heritages were also
intermingled, which gave rise to numerous ambivalences and multiple codes as-
sumed by the citizens of Timisoara. All this indicates the multicultural and
intercultural character of the city, where mixed families played a vanguard role.
As I mentioned previously, the first virtue is to the credit of the Habsburgs.® The
phenomenon is not unique. In the second half of the 19th century Kakania (the
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dual monarchy) had already become an eloquent example of the encounters and
intermingling of cultural and religious diversity. Moritz Csaky has remarked that
the state unity of the dual monarchy was stimulated by cultural disparity and by
the culture of hybridism. The cohabitation of different traditions led to an ambiva-
lence concerning cultural inheritances, while collective neurosis such as national-
ism, chauvinism, xenophobia and anti-Semitism (Moéritz Csaky 2000) were born
of the crises and ethnic conflicts.

As a consequence of the First World War and the breaking up of the empires
and the re-shaping of the map of Europe in accordance with the Treaty of Ver-
sailles, some of the former regions of Austro-Hungary were transformed into gen-
uine engines of industrialization. The example of Bohemia was not repeated,
however, in Banat. Timisoara came under the influence of Bucharest, the capital
of Romania, which is to say that both a cultural model and a particular political
mentality were imposed on the city, which were quite different in comparison to
those inherited from the Habsburg Empire and the Austro-Hungarian Monarchy.
As a consequence, the proximity of and integration with Western civilization was
considerably blurred. Called the “Manchester” of Transleithania in 1900-1910
(Szasz Zoltan 1999),° Timisoara lived for a while through the industrial successes
and commercial reputation of its past. In the Romania of 1919-1940 the city grad-
ually lost its independent administrative power and remained without the finan-
cial resources necessary to continue its development in accordance with the needs
of its population.

The Romanian authoritarian and totalitarian regimes of the 20th century prac-
ticed discrimination against various groups of the population based on ethnicity,
denomination, or social status. Despite the shortcomings created by the racial
laws, Timisoara succeeded in protecting the Jewish population during the war. A
special role was played in this respect by the multicultural civic character of its
population. The communist regime and national-communist idcology in Romania
contributed to the massive emigration of the population to Israel, the USA and
France from the 1950s through the 1970s. While in the aftermath of the Second
Wor;d War the Jewish community of Timisoara numbered 13,000, today it is only
367.

With regard to the German population, it represented a model of organization
and work ethics both for Timisoara’s inhabitants and those of the whole region.
The deportation of this community to the USSR and the Baragan Fields after the
war, and, later, the encouragement of their emigration to Germany and their sale
by the Ceausescu regime to Germany all determined the decrease in their numbers
(Reiner Munz, Ohliger Reiner 2001)."° In 1992 13,206 German speakers lived in
Timisoara and there were 26,722 in total in Timis County. In 2002 their number
decreased to 7,157 in Timisoara.'' These demographical shifts provoked social
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and behavioral changes. In 2002, the population of Timisoara reached 317,660 in-
habitants,'> while the proportion of all minorities was 14.48 %. The minority com-
munities decreased enormously in comparison to the past. The examples of the
Germans and Jews were followed by Hungarians, who in 1992 numbered 31,785
and in 2002 a only 24,287 in total.”® The Serbian community, too, is in crises. The
latest censuses indicate somewhere above 6,000 persons. "

Along with the majority Romanian population (85.52%)," Hungarians, Ger-
mans, Serbians, Romas, Jews, Slovakians, Czechs, Croatians, Poles, Armenians,
Bulgarians, Turks, Lipovans, Greeks, Chinese, Cseng0s, Tatars and Italians still
live in Timisoara today. From the cultural-administrative point of view, some of
them live a community life. The most spectacular social-cultural phenomenon in
Timisoara and within the whole region in the Eastern part of the continent 1s repre-
sented by the newly formed Italian community. Having settled in Timisoara
roughly a decade and a half ago, this community has become one of a reference.
The Italians deal with small and larger businesses, own shoe and textile factories,
and provide high quality commercial services. They are concerned with buying
and renovating historical buildings in the city, a fact that will contribute to saving
a part of the neo-Baroque and Jugendstil architectural legacy of the Austro-Hun-
garian Monarchy. Along with the German and Serbian consulates, an Italian con-
sulate has been set-up, expressing Italy’s intentions (particularly those of the re-
gion of Veneto) to develop longstanding economic and trade relations with
Timisoara.'®

The Orthodox, Catholic, Greek-Catholic, Reformist-Calvinist, Lutheran-
Evangelic and Jewish faiths not only undertake diverse activities but also interfere
with one another. Ecumenism is an accepted and developed idea by the represen-
tatives of the churches, though this has not led to setting up a faculty with a
multi-confessional profile at the university. In addition to the above-mentioned
denominations there are also neo-Protestant churches such as Adventist, Christian
Evangelist, Baptist, Jchovah and Mormon. Some members of the population
(more numerous though than those reflected in official censuses) were attracted
by neo-Protestantism, a fact that proves that state policies and the officialization
of the majority Orthodox Church did not disrupt the diverse configuration of
Timisoara’s identity.

Mixed Populations: About Timisoara’s Melting-pot
In comparison with other cities of Central and South-Eastern Europe, where

the majority culture (either national or ethno-national) has linguistically assimi-
lated that of any minority, Timisoara stands out through its cultural diversity, the
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common history resulting from the multiculturalism of its population and its gen-
eral melting-pot character (Borsi Kalman Béla 2006)."" Plurilingualism and
multi-confessionalism have represented the dominant note of the city for three
centuries, having an influence in the formation of the mentality and functioning of
the society. Although the official languages have changed over time (German in
the 18th century, Hungarian in the 19th, and Romanian since 1919), there has al-
ways been a propensity towards learning more languages in Timisoara. Without
being imposed by state institutions, plurilingualism is visible even today among
some of the inhabitants of the city. Along with numerous institutions of education
in Romanian language, there are schools and high-schools in Timisoara in which
teaching is conducted in German (Lenau High School), Hungarian (Béla Bartok
High School), Serbian (Dositej Obradovici High School), French (Jean Louis
Calderon High School) and English (Shakespeare High School). From this inter-
est in learning languages, a phenomenon quite rare in the cities of modern and
contemporary Europe, the aspirations of Timisoara’s population to integrate with
Europe (and in some cases to emigrate to the West) have emerged. Based on ad-
ministrative, economical and socio-cultural indicators, Timisoara has the highest
degree of European features of all the cities of Romania. 1ts population has proven
its openness to the European Union, the absorption of EU funds, and European in-
tegration.'®

Interference was possibie due to the understanding of the inhabitants of the city
and their assumption of the idea of diversity. Interference among religions has
generated reciprocal borrowings or even new religions, such as Greek-Catholi-
cism, which appeared in Banat in 1747. The Orthodox took over customs and hol-
idays from the Catholic tradition. In the 19th century, under the influence of the
same Catholic milieu, the Jews adopted religious reform by becoming Neologues
of German or Hungarian mother tongue. The majority of them accepted the intro-
duction of organ music and a choir into the synagogue. Church life was practiced
in Hebrew and starting with the 19th century in German and Hungarian as well.
The chief rabbi spoke many languages and services were conducted in Hebrew,
Romanian and Hungarian. Catholics held services in German, Hungarian, Roma-
nian, Slovakian, Bulgarian and Italian. If in the 19th century there was competi-
tion for priority between the German and Hungarian languages, today the Catho-
lic churches serve in many languages, such as German, Romanian, Hungarian,
Slovak, Bulgarian, and Italian."

Mixed marriages and conversion from one faith to another are common prac-
tices (Victor Neumann 2006),” often motivated by social interests and less by the
denial or assimilation of religious dogma. One comes across this phenomenon
quite often in Timisoara and in Banat ever since the first half of the 19th century.
The documents kept in the archive of the Roman-Catholic Episcopate indicate
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such a process as being part of the co-habitation of multiple cultures and confes-
sions. The same is true for the documents preserved in the archives of the
Timisoara City Hall, from where the rate of mixed marriages can be traced start-
ing from 1895 until today. The diversity of cultural elements generated a way of
life and a culture to which each contributed, and the neighbor was seen, first of
foremost, as part of civil society.

The Opposition of Minorities, the Solidarity of the Citizens of Timisoara
and the Anti-Totalitarian Revolt of December 1989

A sensus communis revealed in the tense moments of the history dominated in
the city. The way in which the citizens cooperated during the revolt of December
1989 was exemplary, and it is worth mentioning this in order to understand why
Timisoara’s role was important in the 1990s. The great demonstration in
Timisoara in December 1989 is closely linked to the multicultural and multi-con-
fessional physiognomy of the city (Victor Neumann 2006).2' Both the political
idea directed against Ceausescu and the anti-communist demonstrations were
closely linked to Pastor Laszlo T6kés’s protest against the destruction of the Hun-
garian villages in Transylvania. The protest was positively received not only in
Western Europe, but, first and foremost, by the inhabitants of the city (Miodrag
Milin 1990).%

Despite intimidation and the launch of an ideological anti-Magyar campaign
by the officials of the Ceausescu regime, the protest of the Hungarian Reformist
group was welcomed and joined by a large part of the population. The citizens un-
conditionally made common cause with Laszl6 Tékés when the question of his re-
moval from his home was raised. Among the slogans one saw on December 16th
in Timisoara, many marked the ideology of the revolt: “Down with Ceausescu!”,
“Down with the tyrant!” Initially presented as a Hungarian group, the demonstra-
tors for solidarity in front of the Pastor’s house shortly attracted thousands of peo-
ple. The plans of Ceausescu’s Securitate (secret police) to provoke a Roma-
nian-Hungarian conflict were baffled by the demonstrators, who proved to be a
real societas civilis animated by the ideal of liberation from the totalitarian regime
rather than supporting an obsolete historical misunderstanding (Victor Neumann
2006).”

In December 17th, 1989 Radio Budapest (Miodrag Milin 1999)** announced
that the Militia had dispersed the demonstration organized in order to defend
Laszlo Tokés, though it “was transformed into a protest against Ceausescu.” In its
edition of December 18th, 1989 Dije Welt wrote that about 4,000 demonstrators
had gathered at the Calvinist-Reformist church in Timisoara in order to impede
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Pastor Laszlo TSkés’s removal (Miodrag Milin 1999).° On the same day Die
Welt announced that violent confrontations had taken place between the popula-
tion and the militia and that the entire population of the city had joined the
anti-Ceausescu demonstrations (Miodrag Milin 1999).*° The Romanian-Hungar-
ian cooperation functioned, the population understanding very well that Ceau-
sescu’s regime relied on a nationalist maneuver as an ultimate means of justifying
its remaining in power. In fact, the Timisoara revolt in December did not have an
cthnic character. Rather, it reflected the civic and multicultural spirit of the city,
which was relatively well preserved at the time and had decisively contributed to
the initiation of the political changes of 1989.

How Can the Multicultural and Intercultural Phenomena of Timisoara and
Banat be Explained? A Few Comparisons with Transylvania

— Multiple cohabitations from the Middle Ages to the present.

— Unlike Transylvania, the nobles of Banat had no numerical weight when the re-
gion was under Habsburg occupation, hence the absence of social discrepan-
cies.

— With all the interest manifested on behalf of some families, the recovery of the
nobler condition in Banat in the 18th and 19th centuries is irrelevant from so-
cial, cultural and economic points of view.”

— The policies of colonization of the Swabs, French, Spanish, Slovaks, Bulgari-
ans and Bochms in the 18th and 19th centuries were planned and organized by
the Office of the Habsburg Empire. They created a rare demographic dynamic
in Europe at the time, creating notable differences in comparison with Transyl-
vania, more conservative, yet more stable as far as the social hierarchies were
concerned.

— In comparison with Transylvania, Timigoara and Banat accepted and immedi-
ately put into practice the mercantilism of the House of Habsburg, resulting in
economic competition.

— By the end of the 18th century there already existed a local bourgeoisie, earlier
than in the neighboring regions.

— The reorganization of the region and the city of Timisoara in the 18th century
along the lines of European administrative criteria was possible against the
background of the complete retreat of the Ottoman Empire from the Banat and
in the context of the absence of medieval constitutions such as those that ex-
isted in Transylvania.

— The emergence of manufacturers and new trade companies.
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The reformist policies of Maria Theresa and Joseph II came into force earlier in
Banat than in Transylvania because the inhabitants of Timisoara and Banat did
not oppose them.

Direct subordination, either military or civil, of the region of Banat to Vienna
facilitated the colonization of various groups of populations, as well as impos-
ing the cultural and educational model of the Empire.

In the middle of the 18th century the local population was already responsive to
the elimination of illiteracy among the masses.

The formation of professional elites and the establishment of an outstanding in-
frastructure in the region started in 1850 with the measures of Austrian neo-lib-
eralism.

The separate administrative organization of Banat took place in the 19th cen-
tury (1850-1860) through formation of an autonomous region under the name
Timis Banat and Serbian Vojvodina, with its capital in Timisoara.

The interest in innovations and the refusal of the communities to isolate them-
selves.

The propagation of confessional and cultural-linguistic diversity and the con-
struction of mixed villages (Germans and Serbs, Germans and Romanians,
Serbs, Germans and Romanians) helped better to exploit the richness of the soil
and subsoil.

The formation of a civil society similar to those prevailing in the developed re-
gions of Central Europe.

The exchange of cultural values and the early appearance of intercultural phe-
nomena constituted another difference in comparison with Transylvania; the
representatives of the religions and cultures of the city accepted and cultivated
the values of the Other.

The ecumenical ideal was assumed by higher representatives of the Church in
the previous centuries.

Exclusivist tendencies were blurred by raising awareness among the individu-
als about the spiritual pluralist life; an individualist culture more palpable and
efficient than that of Transylvania was affirmed.

Cultivation of an ambivalent cultural code proposed by Vienna during the En-
lightenment period by its transmission in the family from one generation to an-
other.

Minimization of the diversity role through linguistic, ethnic and religious crite-
ria imposed by the romantic identity ideologies of the 19th century.
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Remarks About the Centralist System in Romania

Today the population of Timisoara is very different from that of 1989, the year
in which the political changes started. The new demographic structure of the city
has not created visible cultural and confessional conflicts, yet quite often there
have been problems of adaptation of newcomers from other regions or from rural
areas. As for shared common values, they have not been integrated into the old
model of Timisoara. In exchange, they claimed and wished to impose cul-
tural-identity based values of the regions from which they came. In other words,
there are incompatibilities from the viewpoint of the orientation of the social seg-
ments that populate Timisoara today. Theoretically, Romania has manifested an
openness toward minorities throughout the country, yet the country lacks the
knowledge necessary to manage cultural and confessional pluralism and does not
possess the theory and the necessary instruments to decentralize. People of cul-
ture, writers, political scientists, historians, sociologists, university professors in
various fields, all practice either a nationalist or a civic discourse, but only rarely
in relation to the social-cultural and administrative phenomena typical of the re-
gion or the problems of minority communities. The local peculiarities have thus
been avoided. Public and private television broadcasts, newspapers and cultural
institutions in Romania contribute to the perpetuation of this situation.

Where do the origins of a policy so poor from a social and economic point of
view lie, and how can this policy be explained? The role of Bucharest as the capi-
tal city of Romania means that the intermingling of Oriental and Occidental fea-
tures has been proposed for the entire country. Inspired by Ottoman Turkey and
Phanariot rule on the one hand and by French and Prussian intellectual sources on
the other, the cultural model of Bucharest was imposed over the regions and cities
after the Romanian state was founded in 1918. In the first phase the goal was the
consolidation of the newly formed Romanian state. The fear of neighbors and pos-
sible territorial claims meant that the nationalist principle became the most popu-
lar Romanian political doctrine. Romanian communism itself was inspired by this
doctrine, confiscating relevant parts of interwar ethno-nationalism in favor of its
own policy. Professional promotion in institutional hierarchies was based on
ethno-cultural criteria, a condition in which the majority has always had the last
word.

The idea of decentralization has troubled those who have been used to deci-
sions coming from the center. Beyond affable declarations and demagogy, the lo-
cal socio-cultural configurations have been ignored. But we know that adminis-
trative decentralization allows for better conservation, not merely placing value
on the multiple patrimonies of the city but also attracting development on the ba-
sis of its own capabilities. Access to financial resources and to the decisions of the
Local Council and the Timisoara Mayoralty could contribute to the development
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of the city’s own administrative policies. Thus, for example, the impressive old
architecture of Timisoara could be renovated.

Through an artificial division between the capital city and the provinces, cen-
tralism inculcated a form of exclusion from the public matters of the region. Situ-
ated at the European crossroads linking Hamburg to Athens and Istanbul and Vi-
enna to Bucharest, Timisoara is in close proximity to Hungary and Serbia. From
the point of view of social life and living conditions, it was regarded as a city bear-
ing high-standards for a long time. Timisoara adapted itself only with consider-
able difficulty to the style proposed by Bucharest because its multicultural physi-
ognomy and the critical attitude inherited from the Austrian-Hungarian Monarchy
contributed to the manifestation of a permanent opposition toward centralist and
authoritarian policies. This fact is to be seen even today in the intellectual criti-
cism practiced by the local media, in sports disputes, or in the interpretation of re-
cent history, as well as in the ways in which the messages of the revolt of Decem-
ber 1989 are understood.” The model of the Central-European city seems to re-
main more attractive to the inhabitants of Timisoara than the Balkan ones, hence
the resistance to the identity-based standardization of the region.”

Today Timisoara is in search of a new formula for social-identity. Many of the
ancient families that gave an unmistakably distinctive note to the character of the
city have emigrated. Engineers, workers, builders and handicraftsmen have emi-
grated in alarming numbers. From the point of view of plurilingualism, today’s
Romanian speakers do not know other regional languages. German is learned and
spoken by a small number of students thanks to the survival of the German
schools (such as the Nikolaus Lenau High School) and the Democratic German
Forum, the German Cultural Centre and the German Chair of the Faculty of Let-
ters, History and Theology within the West University of Timigoara. Members of
the younger generation who choose to learn a second language prefer English and
more recently Italian.

The emigration of the German community, the loss of the Jewish community
and the move of an important part of the Hungarian cultural and artistic elite to
Budapest has provoked a change in the cultural and behavioral model. The inhab-
itants who lived in the region before 1989 represented to a great extent the urban
layer par excellence or a segment of the population that permitted assimilation to
the urban area, maintaining the multicultural traditions of Timisoara and the
Banat. The reasons for mass emigration were not merely economic, but also polit-
ical and due to cultural discrimination. Despite some notable renewals, the laws
designed to support private initiative and secure and restore private property came
very late. The empty places left behind by those who emigrated have been gradu-
ally fulfilled by a population coming from the villages and small towns of the
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Banat, and especially from Moldova, Oltenia and Maramures. It is unquestionable
that the identity balance of Timisoara has been dramatically changed.

Sociological studies reveal that after 1989 Timisoara does not have the neces-
sary resources to assimilate newcomers, as happened during the interwar period or
during the decades following the Second World War, i.e., within the context of
other radical political changes. The set of values professed by the middle layer of
the population, the one which gave the city its distinct personality, has dissolved
itself under the pressure of a very rapid demographic mutation. The attraction ex-
erted by Timisoara during the previous fiftcen years could be explained on the one
hand through the fact that it was here that the first important step to overturn dicta-
torship was taken and on the other that many Romanian citizens, even if they
could not emigrate to Western Europe, at least were tempted to reach Timisoara in
the western part of the country. It is equally true that political pressures to change
the social structure of the city could be seized.

Cultural discontinuities with regard to the previous decades are visible in mani-
festations of chauvinism, including racist discourse and swastikas painted on
some of the walls of the central buildings in the city and on statues, in parks, and
even inside a few cultural institutions. In 2007 the Local City Council proposed
and approved to grant the title of honorary citizen of the city to a person who de-
nies the Holocaust. Such things reveal a new face of contemporary Timisoara. The
quick Romanian assimilation within the recent few years has been of a political
nature. Occasionally interest in preserving the patrimonial values of the minori-
ties and a multicultural pedagogy at the level of the masses has been promoted. In
general, and especially due to the governance of the former nomenclature of the
Romanian Communist Party and the preservation of the old curricula and text-
books, Ceausescu’s nationalist ideology has survived. With different accents
from one party or another, nationalism has remained manifest within all Roma-
nian political groups. After the elections of 2004 Timisoara is represented in the
Romanian Parliament by (among others) persons belonging to the extremist and
chauvinist Greater Romanian Party. Even the politicians belonging to the Demo-
cratic Party in government from 2004 until April 2006 (whose leader, Traian
Basescu, used to be the President of Romania) have as their main representative of
Timisoara the former leader of the xenophobic cultural-political group Vatra
Romaneasca. He opposes the Law of national minorities, a law that has been initi-
ated by the Democratic Union of Hungarians and the other minority groups of Ro-
mania.

I have identified the phenomenon of Romanian assimilation, analyzing the his-
tory and literature curricula in high schools and universities.”’ They are uniform
on a national scale and lacking in information about the region and the city that
could particularize their historical and cultural existence. The names of schools,
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publications and monuments reflect the propagation of a type of memory with an
ideological background in which the nationalist dimension prevails. The monu-
ments erected after 1918 commemorate primarily the history of the Romanians. A
number of examples that fragmentarily evoke realities of the past have survived,
however. This is the case of encyclopaedist Francesco Griselini, of Governor
Claudiu Florimond Merci, of mathematician Janos Bolyai, of writer Adam Miiller
Guttenbrunn, and of the bishop Augustin Pacha, who still figure on the frontis-
pieces of some buildings or as names of centrally-situated streets. What could be
emphasized as meritorious is that Timisoara’s historical symbols did not provoke
disputes like those concerning the Statue of Liberty in Arad.

In Place of Conclusions or About the Role of Multicultural and
Intercultural Physiognomy

Communitarian sectarianism did not concur with the political orientation of the
city for long. Due to the relatively close social and material cohabitation of the
majority of the inhabitants, as well as a mixing of families of diverse origins,
Timisoara has defeated the assimilating tendencies, ethno-nationalism and the
doctrinaire and religious excesses. Cultural ambivalences of Timisoara have gen-
erated a state of civilization that has contributed to the attraction for technical in-
ventions and trade. The social and civic culture of Timisoara has generated an
identity peculiar in comparison with those of the other cities of Transylvania, in
which ethnic differences have been obvious. Unlike those cities, Timisoara has
placed itself at an equal distance from Herder’s and Fichte’s Volksgeist, the Ger-
man Romanticist Kulturnation and the mystic of the Volkische Kultur fantasies of
discrete ethnographic identities (Victor Neumann 2004, 2005).*' Under the influ-
ence of the Enlightenment cultural code imposed by the Habsburg Empire,
Timisoara has remained for a long time now very restrained towards (not to men-
tion opposed to) the above-mentioned key-concepts of the German Romantics
and the ethnicity ideologies they developed. Most probably, the multicultural and
multi-confessional character of Timisoara will play a role in social dynamics in
the case of decentralization of the administrative system, renewal of the educa-
tional programs and political maturity of the new citizens. Irrespective of
short-term local evolution, the future is open to any alternative. I state this because
in an era of globalization the new colonists will find acceptable support for eco-
nomic development or innovation in a city with serious multicultural traces and
legacies.
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Notes

Gusztav Thirring (Ed.), 4 magyar varosok statisztikai évkonyve [Statistical Yearly of the Hun-
garian Cities] (Budapest, 1912) 525-526. For further contextual information see Ilona
Sarmany-Parsons, “Die Rahmenbedingungen firr ‘die Moderne’ in den ungarischen
Provinzstddten um die Jahrhundertwende”, in Andrei Corbea-Hoisie — Jacques Le Rider
(Hrsg.), Metropole und Provinzen in Altésterreich (1asi: Polirom-Bohlau, 1996), 201, note 50.
The author offers a comparative description of the evolution of cities under Hungarian admin-
istration before the First World War, cities that aside from economic development, social
emancipation, and cultural and civic recognition also had to confront the sensitive issue of na-
tionalities. Even in the cities with mixed populations the tendencies of Magyar assimilation
were obvious, while the promotion of language was the mission of associations created for this
purpose in Bratislava or Timisoara. See also Zoltan Szasz’s article “Manchester-ul ungar.
Dezvoltarea Timisoarei moderne” [The Hungarian Manchester. Development of Modern
Timisoara)] in Transilvania vizutd in publicistica istoricd maghiard. Momente din istoria
Transilvaniei [Transilvania in Hungarian Historic Writing. Moments from the History of
Transylvania] in Histéria (Miercurea Ciuc: Pro Print, 1999), 249.

According to Zoltan Szasz, op. cit., 250. For further study of social and cultural details, refer to
Victor Neumann, /dentités multiples dans I'Europe des Regions. L Interculturalité du Banat,
Traduit du roumain par Maria Tenchea (Timisoara: Hestia, 1997), 23-32 and 33-40. Some
colleagues compared Timisoara of that epoch with Trieste, Krakow, Lvov, Kosice. See
Adriana Babeti, “Timisoara-Bucuresti. Culturi complementare. De ce versus?” [Timisoara—
Bucuresti. Complementary cultures. Why Versus?], presented at the public debate organized
by “Evenimentul Zilei. Editia de Vest” under the title: “Axa Timisoara-Bucuresti”, Expovest,
Timisoara, 16 December 2005.

Victor Neumann, Ideologie si fantasmagorie. Perspective comparative asupra istoriei gindirii
politice in Europa est-centrald [Ideology and Phantasmagory. Comparative Perspectives on
the History of Political Thought in East-Central Europe] (lasi: Polirom, 2001); see the chapter
“Confessional Divergences. Greek-Catholics and Orthodoxs in Contemporary Romania
(1948-1999)”, 134148, in which I argue that even today Timisoara shows better cohabitation
and more tolerance among denominations than other regions of Romania.

Apud Ilona Sarmany-Parsons, “Die Rahmenbedingungen fiir ‘die Moderne’ in den unga-
rischen Provinzstddten um die Jahrhundertwende”, in Andrei Corbea-Hoisie — Jacques Le
Rider (Hrsg), Metropole und Provinzen in Altdsterreich (lasi-Wien: Polirom-Béhlau, 1996),
201.

Victor Neumann, The End of a History. The Jews of Banat from the Beginning to Nowadays
{Bucharest University Press, 2006). See also Béla Borsi-Kalman, Ot nemzedék és ami eléite
kovetkezik... A Temesvari Levente Pér 1919-1920 [Five Generations and What Came Before...
The Levente Trial of Timisoara 1919-1920] (Budapest, 2006), the chapter “Zsidok Temes-
varott” [The Jews of Timisoara], 217-223.

The text was published in Idem, Between Words and Reality. On the Politics of Recognition
and Political Changes in Contemporary Romania, Council for Research in Values and Philos-
ophy, The Catholic University of America, Washington, D.C., 2001.

Moritz Cséky, “Ambivalenz des kulturellen Erbes: Zentraleuropa”, in Moéritz Csaky — Klaus
Zeyringer (Hrsg.), Ambivalenz des kulturellen Erbes. Vielfuchcodierung des historischen
Gediichnisses. Paradigma Osterreich (Innsbruck—Wien—Miinchen: Studien Verlag, 2000),
27-49.
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16

21
22
23

24

25
26
27

28

VICTOR NEUMANN

Apud Recenscimintul populatiei Romdniei pe anul 2002 [Census of the Population of Romania
in 2002).

Munz, Reiner, Reiner Ohliger, “Immigration of German People to Germany: Shedding Light
on the German Concept of Identity”. The International Scope, Vol. 3, 2001.

According to Recensdamintul populatiei Romdniei pe anul 2002 [Census of the Population of
Romania in 2002] .

Ibid.

Recensdmintul populatiei Romdniei pe anii 1992 si 2002 [Census of the Population of Roma-
nia in 1992 and 2002].

Recensdamintul populatiei Romdniei pe anul 1992 [Census of the Population of Romania in
1992].

Recesnsamintul populatiei Romdniei pe anul 2002 [Census of the Population of Romania in
20027 .

If the nationalist policies and state centralism of Romania are overcome and the above-men-
tioned relationship with the Italians in Timisoara nurtured, a possible model of European so-
cial and cultural integration will develop for the regions and countries of the Balkans.

Béla Borsi-Kalman, “Temesvari tirsadalom tdrténet és emlékiratok tiikrében” in Of nemzedék
és ami eldtte kovetkezik... A Temesvari Levente Por 1919-1920 [Five Generations and What
Came Before... The Levente Trial of Timisoara 1919-1920] (Budapest, 2006) 223-240.
About today’s Timisoara according to: www.administratie.ro

In 2002, there were 32,274 Roman-Catholic parishioners in Timisoara according to
Recesnsdmintul populatiei Romdniei pe anul 2002 [The Census of Romania’s Population in
2002]. According to Schematismus Dioeceseos Timisoaraensis pro Anno Domini 2005-2006
(Timisoara: Mirton, 2005), the percentage of parishioners on the basis of the mother tongue
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Victor Neumann, “Schimbarile politice din 1989. Timisoara revolutionard” [Political
Changes in 1989. Revolutionary Timisoara]. Orizont 1 (2006).

Victor Neumann, “Schimbarile politice din 1989. Timisoara revolutionara” [Political
Changes of 1989. Revolutionary Timisoara]. Orizont 1 (2006).

Miodrag Milin, Timisoara 15-21 decembrie 1989 [Timisoara, 15-21 December 19891 (Timi-
soara: Author’s Press, 1990) 11-35.

Victor Neumann, op. cit.

Miodrag Milin (Coord.), Timisoara in arhivele Europei Libere, 17-20 decembrie 1989
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demia Civica, 1999) 55-56.

Ibid., “Human Chain Protecting Clergyman Turns into Mass Protest” 60-61.

1bid., “White House Condemns Romanian Use of Force”, 151-152 and 154-155.
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2 In recent years the supporters of the local football team increased and become more radical,

very often displaying a very hostile attitude toward the Bucharest teams.
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