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The article is about the problem of inequalitietucation. This
phenomenon is presented in the context of conteanpor
circumstances. Changes, which have taken pladeei2 ' century,
allow for equalization of educational opportunities students
through promotion of various actions. On the othand these
changes may contribute to the intensification efjumality prompting,
in consequence, to the social exclusion. Despiteyradvanced
solutions, school still remains a place of selatftests, grades). It is
an area of tensions and didactic failures. It esakgcrelates to those,
who do not posses definite knowledge and competeMeanwhile
contemporary education, which promotes a wholeddecation,
imposes on a man a skill and readiness to permadeanting and
acting set for success. Therefore school, wanbngéepare all the
students to this process, cannot remain indifferersiuch phenomena
as: school selections, social exclusion, margirsion, but above all,
school should take actions leading to leveling thiems also worth
paying attention to the functioning of early chitaid education. At
this stage some inequalities in education, amorigireim and
youngsters, should be equalized. It may be tog #tihe next rungs
on the educational ladder, to equalize studentpaofunities.

Keywords: inequalities in education, school selection, stifaitures,
social exclusion, school segregation, equalizadioeducational
opportunities

Contemporary education is termed “the whole lifeicadion”. Her essence
lies in a continuous influence on human developra¢rdvery stage of life.
The process of learning takes place from the emgdytill late maturity not
only at school but also during various situationd ateractions. Moreover,
development of modern technologies provides edogatvith a new
dimension, abolishes barriers and shapes reality very dynamic way. In
the background of socio-economic changes and atigéatroduced reform
of education, a new generation of students is emgrdt maybe boldly
suggested that the traditional process of educatiag fail in their case.
Despite many positive assumptions, the last Palefbrm of education
system contributed to students’ educational faflumed introduced school
selection into lower-secondary schools.

Development of information and communication te¢bgyp becomes a
very important context for contemporary educatioct#nges. On the one
hand it is becoming a source of many possibilitied pedagogical activities,
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but on the other hand it contributes to inequattyducation, increases the
range of didactic failures and school selection.

Educational failures

How to interpret school failures in the contextilodé above ideas? — One of
the commonly applied definitions suggests that sthailures ‘are visible
discrepancies between students’ performances amdokcexpectatioris
(Kupisiewicz, 2000). Thanks to grades received tugdents, one can not
only measure the level of their knowledge and &ddj but also place them
into different groups of those who are clever drabe who cannot cope with
school reality. At first glance, such a divisioneses to be reasonable,
however one should ask himself/herself a questiathool requirements
and expectations are still in accordance with $o@ad individual
expectations. Does it mean that the contemporamgadcdoes not protect
against failures and exposes students into lortgipgonsequences of its
faulty functioning? Another issue concerns différeocio-economic and
bio-psychological conditions of each student. Scthaaspires to
comprehensive and harmonious student’s developnbeitjs she able to
fulfill the idea of an individual approach takingté account overloaded
classrooms with up to 40 students who come from pbexn family
backgrounds?

Changes which are taking place in the contemparvand imply a chain
of new conditions, among already existing (socioagenic and bio-
psychological), which considerably influence a sdtstudent situation.

Socio-economic causes

A contemporary family, which functioning is substalfiyi different from
current cultural models, frequently cannot fulftier function without
support from professional institutions. Parentsknisrfrequently combined
with necessity of additional education, whereas tlevelopment of a
prefigurative culture implies significant changes functioning across
generations (the younger generation takes on ardorhiposition). As a
result, the quality of family relations undergoesfpund changes. Harmony
in family life, which has a decisive influence on child’s emotional
development, allows for creation of positive emesioand favours a
crystallization of personality traits. The resulfsthe research conducted by
G. Sartori show that process of personality fororatbf contemporary
children is burdened by risk which results fromguais inability to tell their
children “no”. Parents treat their children as dgund 'in that way they
raise them as little despots, but in reality as pémvho will not be able to
deal with reality blows in adultho6dSartori, 2005:93). Longer working
hours, a lack of work stability, necessity of a Vehlife education are some
of the factors which influence this state of affaif child-partner, a child-
adult has to take in everything and take care wisklif/herself. Parents’ time
spent on talks with children is reduced to a mimmand is mainly filled
with orders, lectures, reminders, and sitting witheaying anything. It is no
surprise that digital media keep some children cmgpin their free time
(mainly TV, computer). It leads to a series of ajes in their social
functioning.
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Biopsychological causes

A contemporary society puts an emphasis on devedaprand progress,
thanks to that we can talk about an open societynfofrmation in which

everyone has access to the science treasury ofivatianity (Patzlaff,

2008:95). However, from the pedagogical point oewyi media and
technology have lots of advantages as well as pasgtain danger.

Assumptions arise among adults that children hhgesame abilities and
forms of thinking as the adults, although they lass shaped. This attitude
can be easily seen in well-known postulates invgvieaching pre-school
children how to use digital media in a reasonabid aonscious way.
Meanwhile the conscious use of media is a resudegélopment which lasts
a long period of time during school education (Rdftz2008:77). Children
should be constantly prepared how to properly usdianand be aware of
the consequences.

Sitting in front of the computer and TV for too tprieads to a decrease
in a physical activity, eyesight and postural defedbesity increases
especially among children and teenagers attendetgats (Morbitzer,
2007:314). Moreover, the quality and quantity opesence decreases due
to spending time in the same environment. This eswss lack of impulses
from a diverse and rich in sensory experience emarent which may lead
to inappropriate brain development. Creativity, tiasy and intelligence are
doomed to fade awayPatzlaff, 2008:104). Moreover, reductionism agse
among teenagers in the area of perception of bathlgm and experience.
As a result the teenagers can only deal with thweblems which can be
solved by means of a computer and use proper seftwhen they do not
have appropriate skills for instance when a childrnot draw he or she uses
graphic software (Morbitzer, 2007:314). It givesense of certain illusion
and also leads to a loss of some skills for exarneility to do mental
calculation when only a calculator is used at sthoo

It can be a tough situation for children who havéngited access to
virtual reality due to perception disorders or imfiation processing. These
children will be doomed to exclusion from cybertatd or even exposed to
ostracism from a real society (Czarkowski, 2009:46)

According to G. Sartori, the multimedia world, whids a natural
environment for a development of a cyber generatiglh be populated by
virtual “I” spread on a multitude of personaliti€Sartori, 2005:96) what,
without doubt, will promote building a sense of oigantity.

The Internet changes a user’s personality, inflasrids or her activities,
shapes certain habits and a way of thinking, cseateew dimension in a
man-computer relation. Very often a computer taiesa role of a carer, a
babysitter, a peer, and is a cause of emotionataiss of its immature users
as well as has a negative influence on human eektilt can also be a
source of an addiction. It is worth mentioning IB%&ndrome (Internet
Addiction Disorder) — infoholizm or ASC syndrome I¢Ahol Stupor
Condition) — states of consciousness which arelainid alcohol or drug
intoxication (Czarkowski, 2009:44).

School causes

A huge difference, which according to M. Gawrys{aR10:223), takes place
in acquiring knowledge, can be a starting point stcow a school's
participation in educational failures. In the pastused to listen to teachers,
read books, we did homework, revised a lot of niateuring classes and as
a result we “ were becoming people with knowledgat. present, our
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process of learning is mainly based on searchimgkihg for information,
comparing various sources of information, scannidgwnloading files,
copying, pasting, chatting: we apply and dissemaimafiormation. Education
has gone beyond the walls of the school. It inéis@ necessity of an utterly
different approach to a digital generation. Despitseries of new socio-
cultural conditions, school still teaches as if stws the most prominent
educational institution. She does not acknowledg®ermal educational
activities and creates, in this context, (in)edyah learning.

Additionally, a stereotype of a “good” studentlidtiinctions at school and
is presented as a submissive person who does net any didactic or
educational problems.

K. Polak points out that educational success of sustudent in mainly
conditioned by his or her peaceful attitude towatdachers (Polak,
2007:119) sometimes even at the cost of his orolgr needs. Decisions,
concerning student’s educational process (mettods, discipline, grades),
are taken without his or her consultation. As allteghe student is devoid of
chances to learn to be independent, responsibleaetive. The system is
primarily focused on satisfactory exam results batide and outside the
school without taking onto account socio-pschycpaal inequalities
among students. Due to civilization progress, itni possible to have
knowledge about a contemporary world since thiswkedge becomes
quickly outdated. Consequently, the concept of latikgsm is becoming
more and more popular (Siemens & Conole, 2011)saiodlid also be in the
center of attention of a contemporary school.

The problem of social inequalities in the conteixt o
education

Contemporary education has frequently many corttadi aims. It is
observed that there are supporters of equalizafimpportunities as well as
the opponents. The latter suggest that this ismdne to decrease standards.
Recently those who claim that education shoulddmepatible with needs of
economy have gained popularity. T. Gmerek (2011pijts out that The
most important aspect of education systems furinipnbased on an
ideology of free competition of individuals andreef market, is concerned
with deepening social and economic differenceféncontemporary world
Nowadays, more differences are appearing in edutaystems in social,
economic and educational spheres as well as stflesbanization. In the
sphere of education, a process of school hierathbiz is visible and
according to T. Gmerek (2011: 81}hildren from distinctive environments
will come [to these schools] in a disproportionahyt: One might come to
the conclusion that the effect of school systemctioning, which is
dependent on market criteria, increases socialisdgps. Education system,
above all its hierarchical system, is instrumeiraleproduction of a social
structure, which in turn increases inequalitieshdats which have “better
quality” are attended by students, who have bét#epnomic situation”.
This in turn confirms a higher socioeconomic statfismore privileged
social groups. However, there is also the othee sidthis phenomenon —
educational ghettoes — that is schools that aend¢d by unprivileged
individuals which in turn confirms their lower atiat This type of school
very often marginalizes students and excludes tHieym the society.
Paradoxically, both the former schools and theetatines function in a
democratic society. Single parenting and euro-argh@od are new dangers
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which are a source of inequalitiésis well-known that schools have always
played a role of socialization as well as selection

Phenomenon of school selection

The previously analyzed problems of social inediealiare connected with
social justice issues. M. J Szyfis&i (2000:138) thinks thatAfterthoughts
on social equality and justice cannot omit eduagasince for ages — at least
among some social circles — schooling has had aiapealue” According
to the multidimensional model of M. J. Szyis&i (2000:112), there are
systems of conditions arranging selection processes

| Subjective system — includes conditions stuckadnial macrostructures
and microstructures, in concrete educational sgoatand in a student
alone.

Il Problematic system — economic, social, politicalltural, educational,
bio-psychological factors are included here.

[ll Subjective-problematic system — presented froen of “knots” which
are made up in a place when the two mentioned regsiatersect. For
instance: a family —cultural factors= a culturaldeof a family.

IV System —spontaneously formed situational factdtsese factors are
difficult to recognize and they appear very ofteran unpredictable way.
The phenomenon of school segregation contributesépening educational
inequalities.

School system contributes to social segregatioautfit procedures of
dividing students into school units. It is causgdeducational policy run by
schools. Public school should provide the same itond of studying
independently of a social status. Paying attentionequalization of
educational opportunities has also been obsengthéresearch shows, the
right moment to deal with equalization of educatioppportunities is at the
beginning of pre-school education (Lubowiecka 200¥jcording to the
report -Wczesna edukacja i opieka nad dzieckiem w Europieniejszanie
nierownaci spotecznych i kulturowyg2009:75) — education in schools for
small children combined with parents’ support is idaal solution. The
report shows that children from ethnic backgrountdave better
achievements if they go to preschools. The disadgaa children, who
attend preschool, have a better attitude towarasileg in primary school.
Education of young children has far-reaching effettthas a direct relation
with cognitive abilities and children’s motivatignis influences an attitude
of the family towards education and a quality afdren’s interaction during
primary and high-school education.

Conclusions

Equalization of students’ educational opportuniiesery often a slogan of
educational reforms. Despite this, students selecis made through the
medium of school education. As the research ressiisw, it has a
connection with a theory of social satisfactionudeints from privileged
social environments achieve better results. Fompia, those who have
better performance at the lower-secondary schesling exam come from
environments which favour development. To combaqualities in the
system of education, strategies and tactics caappéed when individual
needs of a student are early recognized. Apprapgdatriculum should be
introduced and applied as well as teachers shaulattfessionally prepared

245



DOMAGALA -KRECIOCH, A. & OCETKIEWICZ, |.: (In)Equality in Education, p. 241-246.

to teach at school. Day care and pre-school edurcédr each three-year-old
child are very crucial factors in combating inedpied. Additionally, a rule
of educational partnership is also very helpfuleiibphasizes a significant
role of parents who should be mutually responditea supporting process
and development of children’s learning.

Naturally, we cannot forget about permanent prdfarato aid the
appropriate use of information and communicatiooht®logy without
which the XXI century education cannot successfiuhction.

The authors hope that implementation of educatefarm system will
bring intended effects when specific organizaticsadl financial standards
are met and social changes are taken into account.
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