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It is well known that teenagers pass through afathanges that
raise a high level of pressure and involve for ager social insertion
social communication abilities. One of the majoalgoof special
education is to facilitate a proper social insertiof deficiencies, but
based on the type of deficiency is necessary geatial education
programs should be develop. In particular, at pspiith mental
deficiencies we have to take in consideration tkeatal deficiency’s
features of personality in order to facilitate saldnteraction,
between deficiencies and normal people. Therefoeanade an
investigation that have had the aim to reveal a&gololescents with
mental deficiencies the influences of social comaation features on
the Alter perceived act. Our investigation was donés0 Romanian
preadolescents with mental deficiencies and we haed the
following psychological instruments, adapted formRmian
population: The Pierre Casse’s Social Communicatptitude
Questionnaire, The Social Conversation Questior@dihe Alter’s
perception test, The Social Perception for Affiias Group
Questionnaire. Our results showed some basic feataf social
communication at preadolescents with mental defaes, and how
the Alter is perceived by these preadolescentscdhelusions that
came through revealed a specific typology of tiieiémces of social
communication features and type of Alter sociatpered act and
social communication.
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Theoretical background

The social communication is the fundamental way pefson’s social
interaction and is done through the social’'s symlaoid significations and
determines specific behaviours.

During the process of social communications them® &ome
information’s exchange. Social communication pressimemission,
transmission and reception of information and sam&it can be assume as
a information’s transmission. But, in reality, theocess of information’s
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transmission only when the message is understartiebyeceiver and it is
follow by a proper response.

Social communication’s features influence the tgpeocial interaction
between people, and the way how Alter is perceived.

The social perception act is shaping self imagime @utline the other’s
impressions. People use in Alter social perceptictnthe continuum model
of impression. This model stipulates that the amsvibased on categorises
has priority towards the individual one and the sment from the
categorised answers to the individual one is basedinterpretation,
motivation and attention. The answers involve assest criteria that are
permanent in a restructuration process and areeimfled by the social
communication features.

Because of the mental disabilities and the delapiological normal
development, the children have not the propertadslito a proper response
to social stimulus and will develop a social andosit maladjustment. These
not developed abilities are also in the social comigation area and will
increase the personal insecurity and in time, it @etermine social isolation
and a particular way of perceived Alter and sogialps.

Psychological research

Based on the theoretical background that we hagesepted in a short form,
we have done a psychological research that haveéheagoalto investigate
at preadolescents with mental handicagme social communication features
reflected in the way of Alter social perception é@veloping proper training
programs to facilitate the social integration opigiwith mental disabilities.

In our research we have had the following objestiviavestigation of
social communication aptitude; investigation of iabcconversation,
investigation of Alter’'s social perception; invegttion of Group’s social
perception.

Taking in consideration the aim and the objectivas our research we
have had the following assumptiowe presume that based on the mental
deficiencies features, we will find at pupils witiis handicap, a specific way
of influences of social communication features be #lter ‘s social
perception act depending on the level of mentaticap.

We did our research on 60 subjects, aged 10-12 yady 25 boys and 35
girls from Special School nr.5 Bucharest with I.&veen 50- 77- medium
level of mental handicap.

In our research we have used the following psyajiodd instruments::
The P. Casse social communication aptitude Quewtio® adapted in 2009
by Urea (2002) for pupils with mental handicap Re Social conversation
questionnaire, which was created in 2008 by Uréd @R for pupils with
mental handicap, The Alter social perception qoestire, which was
created in 2001 by Urea (2002) for pupils with naéritandicap, The
questionnaire of group’s social perception, , whicds created in 2001 by
Urea for pupils with mental handicap (Urea, 200R)e instruments was
adapted and created for romanian pupils with mdraallicap have had the
coefficients of fidelity were: .675, and .7954. \W@l presentthe collected
date, based on the instrument that have been used.
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Investigation of social communication aptitude

The collected data from the social communicatiotitiegle questionnaire
were evaluated on four levels: low, medium, higarywhigh . The data are
presented in table 1. The dynamic of social compatitn aptitude levels is
presented in figure 1.

Table 1.The levels of social communication aptitude atiouestigated subjects

Levels of evaluation

Low Medium High Very high
Number of subjects
(%) 13,30%| 66,60% 20% 0%

Figure 1Variation of social communication aptitude at inigated subjects
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As we can see, the levels of social communicatiptituale at our
investigated subjects reflect a dominant medium ellewf social
communication potential, and therefore our subjettsuld have a good
level of social conversation. But this situation dsproper one at our
investigated subjects?

Investigation of social conversation

For answering the previous questions, we evalugtedcollected data from
the social conversation questionnaire on four Evelv, medium, high, very
high.. The data are presented in table 2.

Table 2.The levels of social conversation at our invesgdagubjects

Levels of evaluation
Low Medium | High Very high
| Number of subjects (%) 55,7 422 1,1 0
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The dynamic of social conversation at our inveséidasubjects is
presented in figure 2.

Figure 2The dynamic of social conversation at our invesédasubjects
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As we can see, most of our subjects have a lowl lef¥esocial
conversation and can explain by the fact that tbeiaf conversation
strategies are not operative due to a limited $o@aperience
communication.

The qualitative analyses of the subject’s answiosvad us to see some
nuances of the social conversation process: istltgal conversation is done
in school or if the social conversation’s partneesre the same status, the
level of social conversation is medium becausdype of messages that are
between them is focus on daily activitie-s; if gweial conversation is done
in large social groups where people have diffesatial status, the level of
social conversation is low.

The skeness coefficient (.397) revealed that tkk was done by our
subjects in an easy manner and the kurtossis cieeffi(2.037) revealed that
the features that we have found is relevant asobjects as a group.

The correlation analyses revealed a direct corogldietween the social
conversation and the 1.Q of our subjects (r=.3640.05).

We can say, that the social conversation, at ingattd preadolescents
with mental deficiency is the expression of a thental handicap
personality’s features and furthermore reflects at rstimulate social
communication aptitude potential.

Investigation of Alter’s social perception

Seeing the level of social conversation we are wand if this one is not an
impediment in the process of Alter's social pera®@ptct. Using a specific
instruments we use as criteria for Alter's sociatgeption, the following
Alter's assessment criteria: Alter’s psychologifestures, Alter’'s behaviour
towards society, Alter's behaviour towards the pessthe person that
perceive, Alter's behaviour towards learning praceélter’s behaviour
towards labour

The collected data were evaluated on four levas, Imedium, high,
very high. and are presented in table 3.
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Tabel 3.The levels of Alter’'s social perception featuresat investigated subjects

Elements of perception /kev’/
Number €ls of evaluation
of investigated
subjects

Low Medium High ?{gﬁ/
Alter’s psychological features 14 28 14 4
Alter’s behaviour towards society 38 16 4 2
Alter's behaviour towards Fh e o4 o8 6 5
persons the person that perceivg
Alter_s behaviour towards 26 14 14 6
learning process
Alter’'s behaviour towards labout 32 22 4 2

The dynamic of Alter's features social perceptidnoar investigated
subjects is presented in figure 3.

Figure 3Variation of Alter’s social perception features
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Based on the data analyses we see that our subjegtsiot be aware of
the consequences, especially the implications afiakocommunication
sphere in area of socialization. This is the reetilpathological inertia of
thinking, especially of the fragility of verbal behour. It will produces a
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limited relationships both in time and space wigedfic communication
structures, and communication will shade horiziyntal

Also, we notice the preference to the psychologitaracteristics of the
communication partner. This might suggest at fgisince a characteristic
real age (puberty), that aim to know what can aadl ot do everyone. In
fact, knowledge in terms of communication partnepsychological
characteristics is limited to those features thate"popular among the
public" and which, in view of our subjects, havettbe social status
automatically. Actually they are searching for aselcure environment
secure social communication, to protect him, natiihg him.

From collected data, we have found that the presehother behaviours,
as weight percentage on the others evaluated |egblBws that some
subjects apply the principle of trial and errort dith minimal effort. We
also notice the absence or reduced weight of #nmestts of generality, it is
known that mental deficiency are self-centred.

The skeness coefficient (.257) revealed that th& t@as done by our
subjects in an easy manner and the kurtosis caefti€.1015) revealed that
the features that we have found is relevant asobjects as a group.

Based on the statistical analyses, we have foudideat and significant
correlation the social conversation and the typeAlér's features social
perception (r=.664, p= 0.05).

We can say that the way that a person is sociatgyeed is determine by
the social communication experience and has a lefvefficiency if is done
in a familiar environment.

Investigation of group’s social perception

For investigated the group’s social perception a&t,have considerate the
three possibilities for a group to be consider iffecent social situation:
object, the group is used for personal intereststrument- the subject is
used by the group for his own interests; systenmtitye the group has
common interests and common rules.

The collected data were evaluated on four levas, Imedium, high,
very high and it is presented in table 4.

Table 4.The levels of Group’s social perception types atiovestigated subjects

Levels of evaluation

Types of group’s social perceptigr
Low | Medium | High| Very high

Object 13%| 47% 33%| 6%
Instrument 23% 60% 13%| 3%
Sistemic entity 209 40% 30% | 10%

The dynamic of group social perception at our itigesed subjects is
presented in figure 4.
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Figure 4Variation of group’s social perception
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We have noticed that the group is perceived by mab#te subjects with
mental deficiencies as instruments, means thafstiigects operate in terms
of freedom of social action, lack of social rul&$so, mean that our subjects
are aware of their social communication skills atbose to be part of
groups where their inabilities are overlooked, wehidrey are valued through
a number of social criteria that are based on tiltaalements who feed the
self-centered type of personality.

We also can see that the group social perceptisysiemic entity reveal
that those subjects evaluated the group throughatiwities, especially
those one that guide these pupils to a vocationhbd. Under these
conditions, the group becomes a way by which thHey po recognize the
progress of the profession.

Based on statistical analyses, we found that teaesds coefficient (.107)
revealed that the task was done by our subjectsirasy manner and the
kurtossis coefficient (.569) revealed that the dezd that we have found is
relevant at our subjects as a group.

Based on the statistical analyses, we have alsadfau direct and
significant correlation the social conversation ahne type of Group social
perception (r=.697, p= 0.01)

We can say that the way that a social perceptica sdcial group depend
by the mental deficiency personality features anddtermine by the social
communication experience.

Conclusions

The information that have been collected through thsearch allow us to
say thatthe social communication abilities become for peapith mental
deficiencies the tools used and valued by for beinmember of a social
group.

Based on the quantitative and quality analysedefcbllected data we
can say not only that the research objectives wegeched and the
assumption was validate, by we can also establigtpexific typology
regarding the influences of social communicatioatdees on the Alter's
social perception act.
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We have defined next types:

» Type A: is presented at subjects with mental deficies that have
a medium social communication aptitude, low lefedaxial
conversation, use in Alter social perception dwt Alter’s
behaviour towards society, perceived the socialgas
instrument.

» Type B is presented at subjects with mental defaes that have
a high social communication aptitude, medium l@fedocial
conversation, use in Alter social perception dwt, Alter’s
psychological features, perceived the social gamipbject.
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