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The education of Roma children has been an acas®lved problem
of the Hungarian education system as well as thegdtan social
system for decades. Despite the numerous reseacah@sd out in

connection with Roma people we still know few alioeitopic,
especially about the present situation and abowut tiee Roma and
non-Roma children perceive each other. How thetiadaelations
are influenced by the local and global changes famally what the
teachers’ opinions are about the situation and tedficiently they
deal with the occurring problems. That is why wetfee importance
of carrying out a comprehensive empirical researctvhich we could
objectively cast light upon the relationships beaw&oma and non-
Roma children in the Hungarian education system.
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The aim of our research was to explore the intemastamong Roma and
non-Roma children and their thoughts, attitudesifmklthese interactions
from several aspects.

In order to get an objective picture about theatittn methodologically
we based our research on four different methodscioguetrical
questionnaire, stimulated recall, interviews, anartipipating-observing
method.

In this paper we would like to focus on the mettzodl results of the
socio-metrical questionnaire.

Circumstances of research

We have examined the everyday life of a Roma conitjdior more than
four years with the help of participating-observimgthod. In the meantime
we could experience their everyday activities, rtlogistoms, their belief as
well as the conflicts and the stressful relatiopdigétween them and the non-
Roma people living in the same village.

At the same time we could experience that RomanamdRoma children
could play with each other without any conflict. €furse, the situation was
not always idyllic, but we wanted to know what sexret of these children
could be, how they could co-operate in and outhbesl.
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In the meantime unexpected events occurred that gawew aspect to
our research. The local primary school attendedtHsy children of the
examined Roma community was closed. So they hadtémd the primary
school of the next village called Révfllop.

We expected that the new situation would causd afltension among
children since they had to become acquainted wilbtaof new things:
travelling to school by bus, getting to know nevildien, new teachers in a
much more modern school etc.

We started our research at the end of the schaol 3@06/2007 before
the arrival of Roma children. Our aim was to grad actual situation in the
new school and the relationships among the chilaréine chosen classes.

In order to be able to follow the formation of swaielations we chose
another primary school having similar conditionsaasontrol. In this school
we wanted to examine what kind of relationshipsi¢dae formed among
Roma and non-Roma classmates. Therefore it wasinggrtant for us to
choose a school with huge experiences on the sobplke education of
Roma children.

We chose the primary school of Zalabér, which hanteqsimilar
conditions to the ones of the primary school of fei&p.

The two chosen schools are situated about 70 krfrdar each other in
Central Transdanubia having 1000-1200 inhabitants.

The primary school of Révfllép, the children of tagamined Roma
community started to attend, had got approximatedp pupils at the
beginning of our research, then after the arriiathe new (partly Roma)
children from the closed school the number of mupise up to 168. This
school had not been attended by numerous Romarehildefore so we
expected that the sudden rising of the number ohd&ohildren would cause
significant conflicts.

The primary school of Zalabér has been attendediga children for a
long time, the 30-40 per cent of the 125 pupilsRoena children.

In each school a senior section and a junior sediass took part in the
socio-metrical research, so altogether 4 classes.

The socio-metrical questionnaire

The socio-metrical questionnaire used in our reteavas made not too
complicated in order to be able to be filled eaaitg quickly, since the same
questionnaire-type was filled by the members of flmeior and senior
sections in both schools.

In the socio-metrical questionnaire the followinguegtions were
answered by the children taking part in the redearc

(a) Fill in some of your personal data (name, clasenpeent address)

(b) Who is your best friend in your class?

(c) Who do you like the least in your class?

(d) With whom do you play after school?

(e) You are having a birthday party but your parentsaal/ou to invite
only three of your classmates since a lot of yelatives have been
invited. Write three classmates who you would iavit

(f) Your class is going for an excursion, but unfortehathe bus is too
small, so you have to leave three of your classsrattbome. Who
would you leave at home? Write three names.

The second phase of our research was carried atleabeginning of
school-year 2007/2008, after the arrival of the rmpils to the primary
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school of Révfulop. The aim of the research wamvestigate the forming
social relations among the new classmates espediatiween Roma and
non-Roma children.

For the pupils of the primary school of Révfulopotrer questionnaire
was created containing special questions focusinghe new students. So
the original questionnaire was completed with fguestions.

(a) Who do you like the best among your new classmates?

(b) Have you known him/her before?

(c) Who do you like the least among your new classrates

(d) Have you known him/her before?

In the primary school of Zalabér the former questaire was filled again
by the children since there were not significargrades in the classes.

All together 106 questionnaires were filled by falasses in two schools
at the end of school-year 2006/2007 and at thenbew of school-year
2007/2008.

New procedure in the analysis of data

The way of data analysis used in literature was riet adequate to our
research therefore the demand of finding a newiwakis field arose in us.
Consequently for the analysis of data obtained frtti® socio-metrical
questionnaires a chart based on Microsoft Excel wgzsl that was named
‘colour-matrix’. (Table 1)

In the first column and in the first row of the matthe list of names of
each class patrticipating in the research can ik fidge subjects’ answers to
each question were indicated with different colo&ad colour was used for
the question ‘Who is your best friend in your cfdsspink for the
‘invitation’, black for the question ‘Who do youwké the least in your class?’,
blue for ‘leave at home’ question, light purple tbe question ‘With whom
do you play after school?’.

In the second questionnaire-type created for thengmy school of
Révflulop dark green indicated ‘the best liked ampagy classmates, but has
not been known before’, light green indicated tthe ‘best liked among new
classmates and has been known before’.

Dark brown colour indicated ‘the least liked amorey classmates, and
has not been known before’, and light brown indiddthe least liked among
new classmates, and has been known before’.

With the help of ‘colour-matrix’ the data obtaindtbm the socio-
metrical questionnaires can be arranged fast asitly end the analysis of
them is much more unambiguous and easier than ethbr procedures
known in literature.

The analysis of the socio-metrical questionnaire
Primary school of Révfllop - Junior section

At the beginning of the research two Roma childa¢tended the chosen
class of the junior section. It has been obseryed both of them are
accepted members of the class. 20 % of the clasivivite them to their
birthday party, though Dorottya was pointed by 2@Rthe class as the least
liked pupil. In the case of Mark this rate is 0BlY6. Dorottya would be left
at home from the excursion by 5 % of the class,kMéould be left at home
by 10 % of clasqFigure 1)
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In September 2007 three new classmates arrivedynaaRboy and two
non-Roma girls. In the table red colour indicates Roma children while
the names of the new children are in ital{€gure 2)

It can be stated obviously that a strong negatitieide was felt against
the new Roma boy. K. Sdndor was named by 45 %eotldiss as the least
liked member of the class. 59 % of them would Ielaive at home in case of
excursion, 89 % of them liked him the least amdmgrtewly arrived pupils,
though 78 % of the class had not known him at afbte! Only 1 pupil
chose him as the best liked pupil among new claesnaut he had known
him before. No one of the classmates would invita to their birthday
party!

From the stimulated recall interviews it turned ¢t the classmates
have antipathy not because he is Roma, but becdusis aggressive, bad
conduct.

At the same time the newly arrived, curly fair-legiy blue-eyed girl, S.
Rebeka was named by 14 % of the class as the fiestl,f 77 % of them
liked her the best among the new classmates, thdQdh of the class had
not known her at all before! 50 % of the class wloinlvite her to their
birthday party, and only 1 pupil liked her the leasnong the new
classmates. No one of the classmates would leavatheome in case of
excursion.

The third newly arrived pupil’'s status can be chtrazed as neutral,
there are no unambiguous signs of antipathy or syimyptowards her.
(Figure 2, Figure 3)

Primary school of Révfllop - Senior section

In the first phase of the research there was only Roma student in the
class of whom various opinions were formed by lassmates. In the class
nobody named him best friend, though 19 % of thesivould invite him to
their birthday party. At the same time 6 % of thess liked him the least and
19 % would leave him at home. To sum up the judgermethe Roma boy
can not be evaluated either from negative or pasfipint of view(Figure 4)

In the second phase of our research a very strsitggtion occurred in
the class. It is obvious that the judgement of Rponail has developed a lot,
since he was not given negative parameters, whiepercentage of his
positive parameters increased a lot. The reasoimdbéthis phenomenon we
could get from the stimulated recall interviewse thewly arrived Roma
pupils and the Roma boy became friends, so the Rmgahas got much
more positive judgements than before.

All in all the judgement of the newly arrived nom#Ra boy became the
most favourable, since 53 % of the class like Hie lbest among the new
pupils, 26 % would invite him, and 5 % named him bHest friend.

The judgement of the newly arrived Roma girl K. ktesz was quite
contradictory since 11 % of the class titled hethasbest friend, though only
5 % of her classmates would invite her to theithoiay party. In other words
some of those who considered her the best frienddwwot invite her. Even
more, nobody named her answering to the questianvwtho they like the
best among the new classmates.

The negative opinion about one of the new non-Rgirlg, P. Gertrud,
was also striking since 47 % of her classmates avlmdve her at home, 26
% of them liked her the least among the new pupitsl 5 % liked her the
least considering the whole class. From the stitedlaecall interviews it
turned out that she had serious conflicts with Ruena girls though these
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girls were her classmates in her former schoolabthat time they had not
had any problems with each other.

The position of the other non-Roma girl is quitespl from that point of
view that she had started her studies in this d¢tod one and a half year
ago she left this school because of her conflidth Wwer classmates and
attended the later closed school. After the closihghat school she came
back to her former school. That is why her judgetwess mainly negative
since the previous conflicts with her classmatesewevived. In spite of this
her judgement can not be considered striking.

The opinion about K. Szabina, the Roma girl is Eimio the one of K.
Mercédesz, although her case can not be considergrhdictory(Figure 5,
Figure 6)

The Primary School of Zalabér — Junior section

According to the analysis of socio-metrical questiaires the best liked
pupil in the class is Cs. N. Adam who was namebess friend by 40 % of
his classmates and would be invited to birthdayypby 47 %. The least
liked pupil is D.F. Giovanni (33 %) and he wouldlb# at home by 53 % of
his classmates.

53 % of the class would leave at home K. Daniel @ndViktor as well.
Among the Roma pupils B. Martina has got positived anegative
judgement, too: 7 % of the class titled her as bestd, 20 % would invite
but 27 % would leave her at home.

H. Déra would be left at home by 13 % of her clastas, but she was not
named in any other questions.

R. L&szl6 also shares his classmates’ opinionseshé@o of the class
would leave him at home but at the same time 7 %ldvimvite him. From
Figure 8it is obvious that among the Roma pupils K. Darsethe least
liked, but two non-Roma pupils were judged in tame way.

From the analysis of the socio-metrical questiomsaive can state that
the members of the class do not have any prejualigenst Roma pupils
since otherwise all of the Roma pupils of the clagsuld be judged
negatively.

To sum up it is presumable that there is no prepidgainst Romas in the
class, the negative judgement derives from the Igupiehaviour and
personality(Figure 7, Figure 8, Figure 9)

The Primary School of Zalabér — Senior section

The best liked pupils are B. Eszter, Cs.N. Raffasdl D.F. Daniel who
would be invited to the birthday party by 50-50 &@% of their classmates.
In spite of this nobody would invite D. Attila, ®Esanett and Sz. Laszl6 and
nobody considered them their best friends.

Among Roma pupils D. Nikoletta is titled as bestrdd by 7 % of the
class and would be invited by 7 %.

K. Martin is considered the best friend by 21 % amiild be invited by
29 % of the class.

7 % of the class chose L. Adrienn as the bestdriand 14 % would
invite her to their birthday partyFigure 10)

All in all we can state that the judgement of Ropogils is positive and
unprejudiced.

The least liked member of the class is Sz. Lasz®84) and 86 % of the
class would leave him at home in case of schoaleskan.

39



UJavARI HANDO, M.: Research of the Social Relations of Roma...,35948.

D. Attila would be left at home as well by 79 % Ine was titled as the
least liked pupil only by 7 % of his classmates.

7 % of the class like K. Zsanett the least, and®06f them would leave
her at home. Frorfrigure 11it is obvious that the positions of these three
pupils are marginal since they are liked the ld&sgure 11, Figure 12)

Results of research

We based our research on four methods in ordeet@iy objective picture
about the present situation in the examined schools

Data obtained from the interviews, stimulated recabcio-metrical
questionnaires and the participating-observing oetdonfirmed each other,
they elucidated the situation, while sometimes wmuladt experience
contradiction between the data obtained from on¢hoak and the ones
obtained from another.

Therefore it is very difficult to present the reasubf our research without
having presented the data obtained by the othelnadst But of course in
the framework of this paper we could not carry thet detailed presentation
of the whole research, therefore we tried to cotraém only on the socio-
metrical questionnaires and our achievements B fteid. But we have to
emphasize that our results and statements preskeeled are valid because
of the simultaneous use of four methods. Data pbthonly by the use of
socio-metrical questionnaires could not have bemrsidered the basis of
our statements.

Considering all the data obtained during our regeare can state that in
junior section prejudice do not occur in the intdians of children, the
conflicts derive from the personality of each pupgter in puberty in spite
of the fact that sometimes we experienced serioaflicts among children,
we can not state unambiguously that the conflictuldr derive from
prejudice.

But it is obvious that parental background hassggtificant influence on
the social relations of children. Non-Roma pardmse got much deeper
prejudice against Roma children than their owndrhit. And sometimes
this prejudice influences the social relations anikRoma and Roma
children.

In our research we could prove that getting to & sehool non-Roma
children are accepted more easily by their classsnéihan their Roma
fellows.

We could also cast light upon the fact that Roreaidgers are getting out
of the Hungarian educational system since familgnéy and tasks have got
priority over education. It means that Roma chitdvery often do not finish
their studies even in the primary school. In thamixed Roma community
this phenomenon could be experienced as well.

We consider one of the main achievements of ouzared the deve-
lopment of 'colour-matrix’, which makes the dataqessing of the socio-
metrical questionnaire easier creating a logicatesy, consequently its use
is advantageous and applicable in other reseatwd®esd on socio-metrical
questionnairegsee the example of colour-matrix in appendix, &abl

Conclusion

The aim of our research was to explore the intemastamong Roma and
non-Roma children and their thoughts, attitudesinsklthese interactions
from several aspects.
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In this paper we endeavoured to present a segmentr comprehensive
empirical research on social relations of Roma mmaRoma children. We
have focused on the results of socio-metrical gomsaires and the newly
developed procedure of the analysis of these aquestires, called ‘colour-
matrix’.

At the same time we would like to emphasise thatresults are valid
only in the examined Roma community, since it idl<keown that Romas
do not form a homogeneous group so we have to datat cautiously. But
we believe that our research can serve as a blaars extended research on
social relations of Roma and non-Roma children.
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Appendix

Figures of survey results that were highlightedthe paper have been

appended below.

Figure 1: The position of Roma children in the pmsection in the primary
school of Révfulop

Sz. Dorottya Sz. Mark Jozsef 100-
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20% 20 % 80-
20 % 5%
S % 10 % 604 B Best friend
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B Left at home
204 . .
0
Sz. Dorottya Sz. Mark
Figure 2: The position of Roma children and newiyvad pupils in the
junior section according to positive parametersha primary school of
Révfulop
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Figure 3: The position of Roma children and newiyvad pupils in the
junior section according to negative parameterghi@ primary school of
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Figure 4: The position of Roma children in the seisiection in the primary
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Figure 5: The position of Roma children and newiyvad pupils in the
senior section according to positive parameterthimprimary school of
Révfulop
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Figure 6: The position of Roma children and newiyvad pupils in the
senior section according to negative parameterthéprimary school of
Révfllop
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Figure 7: The position of pupils in the junior sectaccording to positive
parameters in the primary school of Zalabér
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Figure 8: The position of pupils in the junior sectaccording to negative
parameters in the primary school of Zalabér
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Figure 9: The position of pupils in the junior sectin the primary school of
Zalabér
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Figure 10: The position of pupils in the seniortsat according to positive
parameters in the primary school of Zalabér
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Figure 11: The position of pupils in the seniortsmt according to negative
parameters in the primary school of Zalabér

0 M
0 X
N Z o
U TICRsw—

O o
g =270

TImpa=

T e

T ot

X Nam

ATS

= =)

(N FRENO.

—~oo—m

a7



UJavARI HANDO, M.: Research of the Social Relations of Roma...,35948.

Figure 12: The position of pupils in the seniortsatin the primary school
of Zalabér
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Table 1: Example of the ‘colour-matrix’

>|®|m o m X AR R Z|IEZ2]O| DO 000 Q9
o\E|2|2|2| 2] 19| B8 |5|g| 88| 2|0 s|s|e
Sig|la|2|§| | clc| | &|R|e|2|a|z|lcg|5 &|o
= o | > |5 o ('_Dh f=N = 2 = [0) < o
I % D o =1 o =] g o
g @
A. Gabor X x |x Ix X X X X X
B. Attila X X X X X X X
X
B. Sandor X X X X XX XX
X X
Cs. Timea XX | X X X | X X X X
X
E. Adam [ X [X X X X XX | XX
K. Dora X X X XX X X X
K. X X X X X X X X
MercédesZ
K. Szabina| X X X X X X X X
K. Attila XXX X X X X X X
X
N. Balazs | X | X X XX X XX X
X
N. Mark XXX X [x X
X X
0. Jozsef | X | X | X X X [ XX [xx
X
P. Gertrad X X X X X X
X X
S. Adrienn X X X X X X X X X
X
S. Richard X | X XX X X X X
X
X
S. Eszter X X X X X X X
X
Sz. Vivien X X X X | XX X X
X
Sz. Matyas X | X X X XX X X X
X
Sz.
Szabolcs
X — best friend — play with each other
X - the least liked among new classmates, not krmefore
X —the least liked X —invited

- the least liked among new classmates, knownreefo
X — left at homeX - the best liked among new classmates, known befor X -
the best liked among new classmates, not knowrréefo
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