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Sándor András
Nation, Internationality, Supranationality

– Where the Rub Lies
Keywords: David Hume, nationalism, interna-
tional organizations, cultural nation, political
nation
Against the older slogan according to which
tomorrow’s world will be an international
one, and by virtue of which the Western
world once strongly condemned any kind of
“nationalism” in the name of democracy, the
author adds the amendment that internatio-
nality is not possible without nations, and
also vice versa, the nation is not possible
without other nations and internationality,
which is substantiated, since the middle of
the 20th century, by international alliances
and organizations. Nations, in their political
and cultural sense, have their roots in the
same fundamental reality of the people and
their human need for society and community.
However, internationality is as real of a fact in
the world like any nation. Political nations
have to be centrally governed, and they need
to relate to other political nations. Cultural
nations, in turn, have an autarchic character,
and differ from other cultural nations even
when their language is thought to be the
same. In other words, the rub lies nowhere
else than in us, the people themselves.

Vasile Puºcaº
The European Spirit Today (in the Euro-

pean Union and in Romania)
Keywords: European Union, Romania, Euro-
pean integration, financial and economic
crisis, modernization
Attempting towards a critical synthesis, the
author focuses on the state of Romania in the
context of the apparent crisis of the European
spirit in our present times. On a pan-Euro-
pean level, the target of his critique is the lack
of ideas characteristic for today’s leading
European politicians and political elite in
general. On a more reduced level, his critique
also aims at the European integration of
Romania, which he sees as a still unfinished
process of modernization and perpetual
transition towards Europeanism, modernity
and Western political culture.

Zoltán Boldizsár Simon
What Theories of History Cannot Do (And

What We Do Achieve Anyway)
Keywords: historical theory, universality, his-
toriography, postmodern history, methods,
choice
The essay presents an argument against the

ambitions of historical theory, against its
supposed potential to transform the practice
it is about. The argument is built around the
following thesis: history is a theoretical
exercise all the way down; and yet, history
can happily go on without historical theory.
The main source of misunderstandings about
historical theory's supposed potential is that
universal theoretical notions and methodo-
logical traits are often coupled under the term
“historical theory.” However, there is a
fundamental difference between the two.
Methods are ways of satisfying curiosities;
they are things about which historians have a
choice, and they are always partial. When a
methodological shift is proposed – say, from
continuities to discontinuities –, it marks a
shift in the curiosities historians may wish to
satisfy and in the ways they may satisfy them.
But such a shift has nothing to do with a
theory that operates with universal theore-
tical notions; notions about which historians
have no choice. When theories propose a
theoretical shift – e.g. a turn from referential
language to non-referential language –, it
regards every history ever written as non-
referential, independent from what particular
curiosities histories satisfy by what partial
methods. Histories cannot conform to such
notions, because they claim validity even
without conformation. And if they are valid
anyway, then no desired transformation can
be brought forth by them.

Ákos Szilágyi
The Myth of Russian Literature

Keywords: world literature, Russian culture,
civilizational collapse, orientalism, religion
The author argues that the central attraction
of Russian literature over the West has been
its spiritual aspects and religious pathos
reminiscent of the European Middle Ages,
which enchanted the spiritually more
sensitive writers of the modern Western
world, operating under pure economic
rationality and within the confines of a
“disenchanted” worldview. This attitude
could be subsumed under the category of
“orientalism” as a kind of nostalgia for a
seemingly lost religious state of the world, or
even as a search for a “lost paradise”.
However, the civilizational collapse has
undermined the myth of Russian literature
already at the beginning of the last century,
and it placed the writer within the complex
relationships of the “mundane” bourgeois
era. At the end of this historical process, the
myth of Russian literature has lost its validity,
and now it only preserves the memory of a
bygone state of the world.
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