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According to Róbert Bartha, the general
manager of studfarms in Romania, horse
breeding looks back on a multi-secular
past in this country, and its present situ-
ation is a worthy continuation of this
tradition. Horse breeding radically
changed after 1989, when private enter-
prises entered the scene, and increa-
singly more people engaged in horse
breeding, which also affected state-
funded horse breeding by raising the
standards. Under the initiative of con-
gressman Atilla Kelemen, the Romanian
Parliament adopted in 2005 the law 
for horse-keeping, which had a posi-
tive impact on horse breeding in this
country.

András Kányádi
The Killing Horse. Chess Problems of

Borges and Nabokov 
Keywords: literary fiction, board games,
chess, Jorge Luis Borges, Vladimir Na-
bokov 
Being a wide-spread literary topos, the
chess inspired several famous authors in
the second half of the 20th century. It
seems that not only the game, but also
the chess problem can be a fruitful mat-
ter for literary fiction. The short story of
Jorge Luis Borges, “The Garden of the
Forking Paths”, shows a hidden chess
problem where the horse-like knight
tries to take the bishop, but fails. In
Vladimir Nabokov’s “Pale Fire”, the
horse-knight attempts unsuccessfully 
to mate the king who remains alone,
shaping thus a “solus rex” problem.
Both texts include references to lesser
known board games, such as xiangqi
and fairy chess, developing the favorite
themes of their authors: the labyrinth
and the doppelgänger.

András Killyéni 
The Development and Characteris-

tics of Physical Education in the High
Schools of Kolozsvár/Cluj
Keywords: physical education, gym,
sports competitions, István Somodi
After the Austro-Hungarian Compromise,
in 1868, a new education law was adop-
ted, which introduced physical education
in secondary schools and from 1883 in
high schools also. The application of this
law encountered many obstacles at the
end of the nineteenth century: the lack 
of gyms and playgrounds, unqualified
sports teachers, the lack of sports equip-
ment etc. In the city of Kolozsvár/Cluj,
the local gymnastics and fencing club
was initially contracted to assure the
conditions for sports education. From the
end of the century, local schools began to
hire their own sports teachers and to
build their own gyms. In many cases, the
construction of a new school building
offered the possibility to include the rea-
lization of a new gym in the project.

Iancu Adrian Morar
New Biotechnologies of Artificial In-

semination in Horses
Keywords: artificial insemination, semen
collection, semen evaluation, mare bio-
technologies
The article briefly describes the history
of artificial insemination in mare, begin-
ning with the legendary Arabian story
about the first insemination using a
sponge to transfer the semen, carried
forth to present times, with some refe-
rences to different techniques used in the
past and nowadays. The author presents
some advantages, disadvantages, and the
most important steps of this complex
technology, with references to Romanian
regulations. He shortly describes the
semen collection, evaluation and preser-
vation process, and finally the way in
which semen is used for artificial insemi-
nation, along with some insemination
techniques and expected results.
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