
ABSTRACTS

Cristian Bãdiliþã
On Catholic “Heresies”. An Orthodox

Christian Perspective
Keywords: Catholicism, Orthodox Chris-
tianity, dogma, heresy, Filioque, Imma-
culate Conception, Infallibility, Purgatory
The purpose of this essay is to refute the
Orthodox critiques of the Catholic Church,
proceeding from the historical and critical
standpoint of catholic theologians on some
“controversial dogmas” discussed by the
author in the original context in which
they were put forward. These disputed
issues include the following: the doctrine
of the Filioque, the Immaculate Concep-
tion, the ex cathedra infallibility of the
Pope and the dogma of Purgatory. Beyond
the scholarly debate, the paper is also a
passionate plea for preserving the basic
unity of the Christian Church. 

Gabriel Chindea
The Romanian Revolution. A Marxist

Revaluation
Keywords: Marxism, revolution, hypercapi-
talism, workers, accumulation, socialism
Offering a surprising revaluation of the
Romanian Revolution of December 1989,
the author argues that, ironically, it fol-
lowed a Marxist “script”. The socialist
regime itself created the social class com-
posed of discontent urban workers and
young intellectuals which overthrew it.
Furthermore, the actually existing socia-
lism has been, in fact, the hypercapita-
lism of the state, characterised by primi-
tive accumulation based on agricultural
expropriation, the extreme concentration
of capital and the disharmony between
production and consumption. As such, it
was subject to Marxist laws, also mea-
ning that its demise leaves open the pos-
sibility of an authentic socialism.

Virgil Ciomoº
A Paradox within the Paradox. Mo-

dernity and Orthodoxy
Keywords: modernity, religious studies, poli-
tics, nationalism, society, tradition, orthodoxy

In this interview, Romanian philosopher
Virgil Ciomoº answers to questions posed
by the editors of the journal, reflecting on
issues such as theoretical advances in the
field of studies concerned with religion
in Romania, the relationship of the
Romanian Orthodox Church with politi-
cal power, nationalism, historical tradi-
tion and the problems of our present
society, advancing critiques of the
Orthodox Church as a secular institution,
while maintaining faith in the validity of
the existential practice and the spiritua-
lity of orthodoxy.

Horia-Roman Patapievici
The Romanian Orthodox Church and

Modernity
Keywords: Romania, orthodoxy, national-
ism, statism, modernity, internal secular-
ization 
This article seeks an answer the question
whether nationalism and statism, consi-
dered to be the two “natural temptations”
of orthodox spirituality, essentially belong
to orthodoxy. The author argues that, for
historical reasons, the specific problems
of modernity could not be raised within
the confines of the Byzantine-Slavonic
religious culture. Accordingly, the Ortho-
dox Church tends to meet the challenges
of the present with distorted reactions. A
future solution to this problem could be
based on reversing the process of internal
secularization brought about by the tradi-
tional link between the Orthodox Church
and the state.

Marta Petreu
Romanian Philosophy

Keywords: philosophy, literature, nation-
al identity, modernisation, metaphysics,
philosophy of culture, Romania
The author offers a synoptic view of
philosophical inquiry in Romania from
the beginnings to the present. The promi-
nent characteristics of Romanian philos-
ophy are presented in detail, with refer-
ences to the works of the most important
authors (Titu Maiorescu, Lucian Blaga,
Constantin Noica, Mircea Florian). These
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features include the following: the asso-
ciation of philosophy with literature; the
obsessive preoccupation with the ques-
tion of Romanian national identity
(românism); the constant debate on the

desirability of modernisation; the interest
for the situation and the legitimacy of
metaphysics; the dominance of the phi-
losophy of culture and the philosophy of
history.
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