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Rafael Capurro

B Architecture as a Challenge of
Thought. Towards a Phenomenology of
Architecture

Keywords: architecture, phenomenology,
postmodernism, Husserl, Heidegger, Klee,
Dasein (“Being-there”), “The Origin of the
Work of Art”

Proceeding from an interpretation of
Heidegger’s essay The Origin of the Work
of Art and its parallels with Paul Klee’s
Ways of Studying Nature, the article
attempts to establish a phenomenology of
(postmodern) architecture in accord with
man’s specific being-in-the-world (in-der-
Welt-sein) and corporeality as dwelling
and the removal of distance. It then touches
upon the future architecture in the era of
information technology, in which buil-
dings will assume an increasingly “virtual”
and transitory character, as the centre is
dislocated to the local and becomes mani-
fold. Instead of threatening our Dasein,
this recent situation will, in fact, further
man’s “telematic existence” and existential
openness toward our new world.

Mariana Celac

® Why Bucharest Cannot Become a
Metropolis. Interview

Keywords: Romania, urban development,
metropolises, Bucharest, architecture criticism
Answering the interviewer’s questions,
the Romanian architecture critic paints a
sceptical picture of what her country’s
capital can possibly achieve in terms of
urban development in the future.
According to Celac, the years after 1989
had a similarly devastating effect on
Bucharest as harmless child’s diseases
sometimes have on adults. The city was
compelled by the sudden regime change
to make up for all it has missed during
the communist dictatorship in lack of an
organic development. Moreover, it does
not have any real chance to become a

European metropolis as long as the local
authorities and intellectuals preoccupied
with its future merely view this city as a
collection of buildings.

Mark Gottdiener

m Disneyland. A Utopian Urban Space
Keywords: sociosemiotics, postmodernism, Los
Angeles, Disneyland, late capitalism, utopia
The amusement park, Disneyland, is
viewed as a form of settlement space with
urban characteristics. A sociosemiotic
analysis is carried out to uncover the
meaning system of this built environment.
After an introduction to urban semiotics,
two dimensions are analyzed according to
syntagmatic and paradigmatic associa-
tions. In the former case, Disneyland is
best understood in contrast to the settle-
ment space directly outside it, namely, the
regional sprawl of Los Angeles. In the lat-
ter case, the park is viewed as structured
by two underlying semantic fields. The
first is the articulation between the late
capitalist social formation in the United
States and space, while the second is the
articulation between the personal ideology
of Walt Disney and space.

Szabolcs Guttman

8 Urban Development and City Feeling
in Kolozsvar. Interview

Keywords: restoration, city planning,
Szeben, Kolozsvar, St. Michael’s Church
The ex-chief architect of Szeben com-
pares the restoration workings under-
taken at this site with the situation of an-
other major Transylvanian city, Kolozsvar.
In the latter case, the focal point of city
planning is currently located in the area
surrounding St. Michael’s Church, i.e.
the city’s historical center. According to
the professional architect, Kolozsvar has
maximum potential as an urban site,
which could be exploited with minimum
investment, especially on the north-west
axis, the historical core of the city's mul-
ticultural development.
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