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Vilmos Csányi 
Man and His Dog

Keywords: man, dog, system of rela-
tionships, similarities, community
The study analyses the relationship
between dog and man. As an introduction,
it presents the opinions held in different
ages about the minds of animals/dogs. The
author establishes that dogs have many
qualities of mind similar to humans. This
“artificial animal” is in some ways similar
to men. Researches have established
many analogies in this respect: social
attraction towards humans; referential
communication; complementary coope-
ration with change of dominance; imi-
tation; the acceptance of instruction;
theory of mind; compliance; abstraction.
The behavioral homologies between
humans and dogs illustrate the conditions
of the establishment of community
without language.

Gábor Gyáni
The Dog as Domestic Friend and

Prosthesis
Keywords: dog, capability of comprehen-
ding any referential messages, watchdog,
hunting dog, guide dog, “living prosthesis”
The dog, as many ethologists claim, is the
most intelligent animal. This derives
simply from her special capability of
comprehending any referential messages
sent to her by man. It is also true that the
dog is the only domesticated animal
which can be used for satisfying very
diverse human needs. The dog found in
people’a homes has for a long time served
as merely an entertainment, but some
other specific roles have also been
attached to it, when being kept as
watchdog, hunting dog, or guide dog. In
the aftermath of WWI the guide dog came
to be used for helping the blind veterans.
The dog was then to become a living
prosthesis fulfilling more than an eco-
nomic function, offering compan-
ionship and emotional support for many
disabled men, blinded in the Great War.

The experiment with the guide dog (in
Germany) was finally to catalyze the
successful employment of the guide dogs
on a global scale and for a great variety of
other purposes.

Lajos Vásárhelyi 
The Spead and Homogenisation of

the Chronometric View on Time in the
Modern Age 
Keywords: crisis of medieval symbolic
thinking, erosion of the medieval geocentric
worldview, paradigm shift, World Time
The crisis of medieval symbolic thinking
initiated a semantic homogenization
process in conceptual systems. It seems
advantageous to investigate these occur-
rences in the wider context of a space-time
paradigm shift. The gradual decline of the
geocentric worldview, together with the
proposition that the miracle of redemption
did not take place in the center of the
universe, but on one of the planets rotating
around the Sun, must have had a dramatic
effect overall. The gradual erosion of the
medieval geocentric worldview, together
with its system of spheres, prepared the
development of modern rationalized
concepts of time and space, in which
transcendental symbolism has lost its
relevance. When looking at the effects of
this paradigm shift, we see an almost
simultaneous change in the way the
cosmos is represented in its structural and
spatial relationships and in the internal
abstract space of contemporary thought,
exemplified by how its symbolic (micro-
cosmic) mechanism operates. It is advan-
tageous to think of time (and especially
World Time and its standardization in the
19th century) within this context – as an
entity gaining independence of symbolic,
teleological or eschatological dimensions.
Parallel investigations of the concept of
time through different branches of re-
search, such as the history of mentality,
sociology of time, technological advances
and pragmatic usage aspects of time-
measurement devices, complement each
other in representing different dimensions
of the same process.
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