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The article deals with student governments,
a particular form of self-organization for
high school students. In the Hungarian high
schools of Romania, the student movement
has a history of more than 25 years, and the
national organization of the Hungarian high
school students currently has 72 member
organizations. However, very little research
has been done on student councils, despite the
fact that they are very common in high schools,
and they are the first direct experience that
the youth have of representative government.
The goal of the present article is to draw
attention to the important role of student
councils in society (mostly in the democratic
socialization of young people) and to the
importance of social research concerned with
this form of youth self-organization.
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At the beginning of World War I, the Austro-
Hungarian army struggled with serious
deficiencies in equipment and military
leadership, had no combat experience, but
its main problem was the flawed strategy.
The Prussian strategists treated the expec-
ted war too optimistically, and expected to
defeat France in six weeks, after which they
could turn their powers against Russia. The
Marne catastrophe overturned this plan ra-
dically, so they could not turn against the
East, thereby putting into an extremely
difficult position their main ally, the Austro-
Hungarian Monarchy, and the leader of its
army, Conrad von Hötzendorf. Initially, von
Hötzendorf has also committed major
tactical mistakes, but in September 1914 he
already recognized the need to change the
strategy. His position as a strategist was
further complicated by the dynastic rela-
tionships of the Monarchy and the repeated
interventions of Franz Joseph I. In this
difficult position, he often had to improvise,
which he accomplished brilliantly at

Limanowa, marking a psychological turning
point for the Central Powers.

Tünde Székely
Nongovernmental Organizations for

Youngsters in the Minority Civil Society
Keywords: civil society, quality of democracy,
concept of civil society, minority civil society
It is my strong belief that the quality of civil
society is the most relevant measure of the
quality of democracy in any given state. My
research topic is the Hungarian minority 
civil society in Romania and Slovakia. I am
seeking answers to the following questions:
What does the concept of civil society stand
for, and how can we define minority civil
society? Can we talk about minority civil
society, and if we can, then what are its
characteristics? In this study I present the
theoretical framework regarding the mino-
rity civil society using the arguments of
several scholars, closing with some critical
remarks. 
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The youth organisations of Transylvania
started either as student organisations,
themselves a compulsory extracurricular
form of education, or from the confessional
or religious affiliation of students. Three
important periods can be distinguished in
their functioning. The first period is marked
by the work on the structures and plans
with visions on how to move further. As a
response to the need of the youth to belong
to a group, several groups have been
organised, and a new wave of possibilities
appeared with the applications for programs.
The other open possibility was that Roma-
nia entered the EU. This move takes us to
the second period, when due to the applica-
tions and capitalism, the work of the youth
movements has become competitive. Some
of the youth organisations disappeared in
this race. In the third period the commu-
nication between the organizations has
markedly increased. Thus, the youth has
opportunity to belong somewhere where
they feel in safe, the freedom of acting and
thinking, but simultaneously also the
responsibility for its future.
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